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TO thofe who opca the volume of 
hiftoiy with a view to improve 
their underftanding ; who are competent 
to carry their refearches beyond the ex- 
temal appearance of events, and to fpecu- 
late 6n the concealed caufes which produce 
the elevation, or accelerate the decline of 
empires, there is not, perhaps, in the 
annals of time a period more replete 
with political matter, than the one which 
has elapfed between the year 1780 and 
the prefent time. In that fliort interval, 

B we 
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I 

we have feen the Britifli Empire, which 
had embraced both hemifpheres, and to 
which India and America were only pro- 
vinces; which had fuccefsfully oppofed, 
under the aufpices of the late Earl of 
Chatham, the combined force of the 
Houfe of Bourbon, and, after giving laws 
to Europe, had difpenfed peace to man- 
kind : we have feen this empire fliaken to* 
its bafis, convulfed at home, and afTailed 
on every fide ; vainly invoking the aid of 
that Princefs, \vhofe fleets we had con- 
duced into feas unknown to her barba- 
rous fubjedts, and whofe banner we had 
taught to fly on the (hore of Greece and 
of Afia Minor. It was from her hand 
that England, already bending beneath 
the complicated calamities of jdomeflic di- 
vifion and of foreign war, was defl:ined to 
receive the final blow, which unnerved our 
arm, and conripelled us, reludtantly, to 
aflemble our difl:ant legions for the pro- 
tedlion of the capital, and the prefervation 
of our exifl:ence. It is'unneceflary to fay 
that I allude, to the ** Armed Neutrality ; 

a meafure 
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a meafure which originated from the ca- 
binet of Catherine the Second, ahhough it 
was followed by all the Baltic PoVers; and 
the retribution due to which, however 
long delayed, is now probably near its ac- 
complifhment. 

But we have not only feen the Britifh 
monarchy, in common with other ftates 
and kingdoms, opprefled by enemies, and 
finking under the weight of adverfe for- 
tune, or pufillanimous and feeble counfels : 
we have feen this expiring and diminiflied 
empire (unlike to every other, and in this 
diflimilarity laying the ftrongeft claim to 
the admiration of mankind), within the 
period of only ten years, 'rife from her 
ftate of humiliation, and refume her ancient 
luftre. It is in vain that the moft laborious 
refearch would endeavour to parallel this 
extraordinary renovation, in the hiftory of 
modern Europe, It is only in the Athe- 
nian, or Roman Annals ; it is only at the 
fatal periods of Marathon, and of Cannae, 
that we fee any example of a republic 
fuddenly and rapidly emerging from the 
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. lowcft point of ruin and calamityt into a 
ftatc of greater power and grandeur than 
that which fhe had previoufly enjoyed. 

The Houfe of Auftria, which, under 
Charles the Fifth, and Ferdinand the 
Second, had fo nearly extinguifhed the 
Germanic liberties : humbled by Guftavus 
Adolphus, and fettered by the conditions 
which were impofed on their ambition at 
the Treaty of Weftphalia, remained long 
inaiSlive ; *till Marlborough, by the vic- 
tory of Blenheim, again enabled them to 
re-appear in the European fyftem, though 
not to refume their former projedts of 
conqueft and fubjedtion. 

Spain, which under Philip the Second 
had fitted out her invincible Armada for 
the fubjedion of England, while Ih^ 
prepared to place an Infanta on the throne 
of France 2 Exhaufted by her own perpetual 
efforts, and having drained the treafures 
of the new world, in vainly attempting 
to reduce the revolted provinces of Hol- 
land ; funk under Philip the Third, into 
infignificance ; and now, after the lapfe 

of 
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of two hundred years, appears to be 
only flowly emerging from poverty and 
wcaknefs. 

Sweden, which over-rgn Poland, Sax- 
ony, and Denmark, at the commencement 
of the prefent century; and which, con- 
ducted by the frantic valour of Charles 
the Twelfth, appeared ready to plant 
her triumphant ftandards on the walls 
of Mofcow, was hurled in a fingle 
day from the zenith of power and glory. 
All her laurels withered at Pultowa; 
and fince that memorable aera, her me- 
lancholy and ileril annals contain nothing 
which can awaken curiofity, or intereft 
mankind, though moire than feven ty yearsf 
have elapfed fince Charles expiated his 
wild and deftruftive fchemes of ambition 
under the walls of Frederiekfhall. At 
the moment when I am writing, a Prince, 
emulous of the fame of Guftavus Adol- 
phus, and adorned with qualities which, 
in a more fortunate period, might have 
reftored the drooping genius of Sweden, 

is 
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is endeavouring to fupply the deficiencies 
arifing from the impoveriflied and depo- 
pulated flate of his dominions, by perfonal 
fortitude and ability. He has even made 
a daring effort, to check the Ruffian pro- 
grefs, and to affert his ancient pre-eminence 
in the Baltic. Thefe, however, are feeble 
attempts ; and ferve rather to remind us of 
what Sweden once was, than to awaken 
any well-grounded expeiStation that fhc 
can again refume her former fituation in 
Europe. 

Even France, a country fo jpeculiarly 
favoured by nature ; blefTed with a happy 
diverfity of climates; enriched with the 
chpicefl produdions of a luxuriant foil ; 
embracing the Atlantic and the Medi- 
terranean feas ; uniting in herfelf almofl 
every natural advantage which induflry can 
beflow, or commerce can procure; long 
inured to habits of obedience and loyalty, 
as well as trained to conquefl and to war : 
France herfelf, after the fevere chaflife- 
ment which Lewis the Fourteenth, towards 

the 
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the conclufion of his reign, received from 
Eugene and Marlborough, remained fu- 
pine and torpid during twenty years which 
fucceeded the Treaty of Utrecht; con- 
tent to cuhivate the arts of peace, and 
opprefled under the load of public debt, 
which the infatiable and ruinous ambi- 
tion of her Sovereign had incurred. It 
was not till Marechal Saxe affumed the 
command of her armies, and revived 
in his perfon the fublime talents which 
have equalled him with Conde and Tu- 
renne, that France, in any meafure, 
feemed again to occupy her natural pre- 
eminence among the European king- 
doms. 

It cannot be more curious to enquire, 
than it muft be inftru6tive to afcertain, 
whence has arifen this charadleriftic prin- 
ciple of refufcitation, if I may be al- 
lowed the expreffion, which, in fo fhort 
a fpace of time, has raifed England from 
her depreffion ; and has enabled her, un- 
like the other furrounding monarchies, to 

profit 
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profit of her very misfortunes, and to en- 
graft fplendor and power upon her lofTes 
and defeats. 

Where are we to fearch for this extra- 
ordinary fource of renovation ? Is it in her 
fpirit of commercial enterprizei in her 
undiminiflied induftiy ; in her numerous 
and ingenious manufactures^ which have 
penetrated into almoft evfcry province of 
the civilized world? Doubtlefst thefc 
caufes have contributed much to extri- 
cate and to reilore the nation; but effi- 
cacious and falutary as their tendency and 
operation are, they cannot be confidered 
as altogether adequate to fo great a 
work* 

It was requifite that Providence fhould 
extend its tutelary care, to prolong the life 
and reign of a Prince, inexpreflibly dear 
and neceflary to his people ; whofe expe- 
rience, matured by years and chaftened 
by adverfity, might, and could alone be 
equal to the arduous tafk of feledting from 
among his fubjefts, thofe who from ca- 
pacity 
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pacity and virtue were competent to heal 
the wounds, gtnd reftore the energy of the 
commonwealth. It was requifite that a 
Mmifterfliould arife, who,.toincorruptibk 
intfegrity , and unblemifhed manners, fhould 
unite ftrength of mind, fevere oeconomy, 
vigilance which never fleeps, eloquence td 
. taptivate, and vigour to fubdufe. Rare, 
and a[!moft unexampled combination of 
endowments,* conferred by Heaven 6n 
thorfe, and 6n thofe only, whom, in her 
wife difperrfaltibns, fhe dcftines to fuftain, 
and reftore a finking ttionarchy ! Yet, 
fuch a Minifter, may it be aflerted with- 
out flattery, has this age and country feen. 
Such an adminiftration have We already en- 
Joyed during nt^f feveri ycai's; and to it» 
in a great meafure, nfiay be juflly afcribed 
thofc aufpicious and happy events, which 
the prefent age regards with mingled 
wonder and admiration, and which will 
be long commemorated by a grateful 
pofterity. 

To trace the gradual progreffion from 
the darknefs of 1780, to' the bright fiin- 

C fliine 
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Ihine of the prefent moment : to pourtray 
fome of the leading characters and events^ 
which have fucceflively marked and dif- 
tinguiflied the intermediate time : to de- 
fcribe that ftormy and tempeftuous pe- 
riod, which, during two years, fhook the 
cabinet, the palace, and the throne, till, 
in 1784, the prefent Minifter, after a long 
and painful ilruggle, advanced into open 
day, and commenced his brilliant career : 
to mark the principal and mod difcri- 
minating features of his domeftic govern- 
ment, and foreign policy : to take a ge- 
neral furvey of the caufes, which have in- 
volved the monarchy of France in anar- 
chy; and which feem to threaten that beau- 
tiful portion of Europe, with allthe horrors 
of civil war, of bloodfhed, and of bank- 
ruptcy : finally, to deduce this interefting 
feries of events, from the period at which 
I have commenced, to the time when I 
lliall lay before the Public the pidture which 
I am now defigning: thefe are the objects 
of the prefent attempt. 

I am fenfible of all its difficulty and deli- 
cacy. 
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cacy. I know how dangerous it is, even 
to hold up truths to the eye of prejudice, 
or of party; and how relu<5tantly we allow 
the veil to be withdrawn from before the 
political fandluary, when we are interefted 
in its concealment or its defence. J feel 
how invidious is the talk of appreciating 
the motives and actions of our cotempo- 
raries, our friends, and our fellow ci- 
tizens. I am not infenfible, above all, 
of my own incapacity to treat of matters 
yet recent, and obfcured by the paffions and 
interefts of the great adlors themfelves. 
But, great as thefe impediments are, they 
cannot induce me to relinquifli my de- 
iign. What narrative can be fo inftrudtive, 
or fo interefting to the prefent age, as the 
hiftory of the prefent age? *' Veterispo- 
** puli Romani, profpera, veladverfa, cla- 
'* ris fcriptoribus memorata funt:** Of the 
laft ten years, no Sketch has yet been of- 
fered to the Public, It will be my pro- 
vince, ** fine ira et ftudio, quorum caufas 
* * procul habeo ; ** with as much impartiality 
as the fubjedl itfelf, and the infirmities of 
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our nature will admit, to delineate the 
events which have pafled in fucceflion be-» 
fore us, fince the difaftrous period where 
the prefent memoirs commence. 

The Britifh empire, which only a few 
years preceding that ^ra had appeared tQ 
be fo elevated and durable, then exhihitecj 
a melancholy and inftrudive leflbn of tha 
mutability of human greatnefs. Civil 
war, which had commenced its deftruc- 
tion, was aided by a combination of the 
firft European powers, to compleat its 
fall. Her fleets and armies, accuftoraed 
to conquefl, retreated before the ' navies 
of France and Spain. Her Ihores, fo long 
unufed to hoftile invafion, were threatened 
and infulted. Her finances, groaning be-, 
neath new ?ind annual loans, condu(5led 
upon injudicious or ruinous principles, 
feemed to approach that point, beyond 
which public credit cannot exift or furvive', 
Difcord pervaded the capital, the fenate, 
and the cabinet. Londox^, fcarcely efcape4 
from conflagration and pillage, looked 
fo|-ward tp a general fufpenfion of com-p 

?P?rce, 
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merce, and to national infolvency, as im-* 
minent and almoft inevitable. Clamour 
and difcQntent filled the kingdom, and cha** 
ra<3:erifed the affemblies of the people in 
the different counties, Ireland, difdain- 
ing all further appeal except to the fword, 
and treading in the traces of America, 
armed her fubjeds, not fo much for de- 
fence and protei5li6n> as for the purpofes 
of emancipation from the yoke of Eng* 
land. In the Britifh Channel, once facred 
from foreign intrufion, the iflands of Jfer- 
fey were repeatedly attacked, Spain, 
w^ich had already re«-united Minorca- to 
her crown, held Gibraltar hefieged, and 
meditated the conqueft of the Flo^ridas* 
Every mopth brought accounts of the di-« 
minutian of the Weft India Iflands, which 
fucceffively fell into the hands of France ; 
\while Jamaica, left ahnoft to her own in- 
ternal capacities of defence, expected with 
trerohling folicitude the k)ng meditated 
invafion, by the ynited fleets of the Houfe 
pf Bourbon/ 

Jn India> Hyder Ally, the fcourge of 

the 
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the Britifh nation, aided by the arms of 
France, was on the point of exterminating 
and expelling us from our moft ancient 
poffeflions. Madras was menaced by fa- 
mine, as well as by war ; while Bengal 
itfelf fcarcely fuftained the preffurc of the 
Mahrattas; and the vaft fabric, which 
Clive had cemented with a profufion of 
European and Afiatic blood, was ready to 
crumble with as much rapidity, as it had 
been originally conilrudted. 

In America, the names of Clinton and 
Corawallis had fucceeded to thofeof Howe. 
New armies had occupied the pofts of 
their viftorious, but departed predeceffors. 
The war which had long blazed in the 
northern and midland provinces, was then 
principally transferred to thofe of Caro- 
lina and Virginia. Ufelefs trophies and 
barren laurels, appeared to be the only 
advantages, which we were deftined to 
derive or acquire. Impenetrable woods 
and impaflable moraffes, in the centre of 
which freedom had difplayed her banner, 
perpetually baffled all the exertions of va- 

lour. 
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lour, military fkill, and perfeverance. 
England began to awake from her dream 
of fubjugating the Thirteen Colonies, and 
already meditated the derelidlion of that 
ruinous and expcnfive undertaking ; while 
her pride, her honour, and her indigna- 
tion ftill propelled her forward, and 
araufcd her with hopes of fuccefs, which 
Conftantly vanilhed at a nearer view. Like 
the Roman empire under Gallienus, that 
of Britain feemed to approach its final pe- 
riod, and to be menaced with impending 
and total fubverfion. 

From this gloomy and dejedling pidture 
of foreign affairs, it may be judicious to 
pafs to a more animated, if not a more 
exhilerating fcene; that which was ex- 
hibited at home, in the two Houfes 
of Parliament. The principal figure 
which here prefented itfelf, was the Firft 
Minifter, Lord North ; ftruggling againft 
a hoft of enemies, and flowly retreat- 
ing before them, while they preffed 
forward with loud and repeated cla- 
mours. A thoufand javelins hung upon 

hi? 
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his political buckfer, the points of which 
were continually broken ind turned afide, 
by his urbanity, his ready and pleafant 
wit, or his able and ingenious reafoning, 
when fufficiently flung by the reproaches 
which were heaped on him, to awaken 
and to roufe his torpid parts, Inur*d to 
the habits of parliamentary debate, and 
mader of all the fcience of minifterial eva- 
lion or defence : though deftitute of energy 
and coercion gf charad:er, yet eloquent, 
mild, perfuafive, and bleffed with an al-* 
moft infuperable tranquillity of temper,- 
he patiently faw the ftorm exhauft itfelf ; 
and looked round, ferene and placid, to 
that powerful phalanx, which, long ac-» 
cuftomed to obey, ftill clofely adhered to 
him under every circumftance of public 
diftreis, and never abandoned him in the 
hour of neceflity. Even the lethargic and 
foporific qualities of his body, a« they 
frequently prevented him from either 
hearing or feeling the invedtives of oppo- 
fkion, iiV fottie meafure difarmfed and 
blurvted their edge ; while (lumbers, which 
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fo often fly the couch of princes, not un- 
ufually vifited Lord North, amidft all the 
din and tumult of the Treafury Bench. 

Near him fat the American Secretary, 
Lord George Germain; whofe more irri- 
table nerves, and more communicative or 
unguarded character, afforded materials 
and fcope for continual attack. Gifted with 
extraordinary natural endowments, though 
little cultivated by polite letters, or adorned 
by fcience; adlive, perfevering, decifive, 
and capable of conducing the greateft 
aflairs of Hate, he was yet purfucd by 
the fame fatality, which had blafted his 
early profped:s of greatnefs. Unfuccefsful 
in age upon the plains of America, as he 
had been unfortunate in youth upon thofe 
of Germiany, he vainly invoked an ex- 
haufted nation, and a difcontented Parlia- 
ment, to continue a war, which, however 
juft and neceflary in its origin, had be- 
come odious and ungrateful, from a long 
feries of ill fiiccefs. Loyal to his So- 
vereign, pertinacious in his favourite mea- 
fure of fubjeding America, and conceiving 

D his 
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his own political fituation infcparably con- 
necflcd with the final fuccefe of that at- 
tempt, he adhered inflexibly to it, and re- 
garded its profecution as a Ikcred principle, 
from which no obftacles could induce him 
to recede. 

Mr. Ellis, who for neat half a century, 
iince the times of Walpole and Pelham, 
had occupied a place under Government, 

continued to retain his ancient comer on 

« 

the Treafury Bench; while Mr. Dundas, 
whofe pliant and verfatile talents have 
adapted themfelves to almoft every Admi- 
niftration, and whofe abilities are calculated 
to ftrengthen and fupport any, was feated 
nearer to the cetitre of a<5lion, and boldly 
prefentcd himfelf at the poft of danger, 
whenever the enemy attempted to ftorm 
the outworks. His friend and companion 
Mr. Rigby, ftill enjoyed the ample revenue 
of the Pay Office, without a partner; and 
in the exceffes of a voluptuous table, of 
wine and conviviality, drowned the recol- 
lection of tirefome debates*, and more dif- 
graceful defeats* 

The 
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The two great luminarks of legal know- 
ledge, Thorlow and Wedderbume, who 
had long occupied and adorned their feats 
on the fame fide of the Houfe, had been 
fucccffively raifed to the honours of the 
peerage; and their empty places were filled 
by orfiers, far inferior in energy, dignity 
and capacity.^ Such was the afpedt of Mi- 
niftry, at the period to which I allude. Qn 
the other fide of the Houfe, Mr. Fox led 
on the bands of oppofition, in clofe and 
well condudled files, while Mr. Burke 
charged at the head of his irregular fqua- 
iJrons, and caarried terror into the ranks of 
Adminiilration. Dunning, in defiance of 
nature, deftitute almofl: of organs of articu- 
lation, monotonous and difgufting in his 
tones, ungraceful in his figure, poflelling 
no external advantages, and unadorned by 
any fadtitious circumftances of birth and 
alliance; yet, under all thefc impediments, 
arretted the judgment, charmed the ear, 
and captivated the imagination, by the 
flream of his eloquence : though it fome- 
times flowed through the channels of law, 

D 2 it 
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it was always bright, clear, and lucid. 
Keppel, Conway, Howe and Barr^, occu- 
pied their refpe<aive ftations in this formi- 

, dable and augmenting body, and aided the 
general attack upon the feeble and dif- 
mayed adherents of the Minifler. 

Suftained by the purity and integrity of 
his intentions; repofingon the efleem and 
afFed:ions of his people; and bent on the 
profecution of a war, which, however un- 
fortunate in its conduct, was founded in 
the juft rights of his throne, no fymptom 

,of change or alarm was to be traced in 
the Sovereign. At no period of his reign, 
were his fortitude and magnanimity put to 
fo fevere a teft, and at none were they 
more unfliaken. Equanimity, ferenity, and 
dignity, appeared in his features, and per- 
vaded his manners, even in moments of 
the moft acute perfonal fufFering. That 
piety, and that refignation to the difpen- 
fations of Providence, which has always 
formed fo diftinguifhing a part of his cha- 
rafter, eminently gilded the gloom of this 
melancholy portion of his reign, preceded 

and 
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and followed by fcenes of profperity and 
gloty. Such was the fublime and afFedl- 
ing fpedlacle, which George the Third 
exhibited to mankind, amidft the convul- 
fions of every kind which menaced his 
domeftic tranquillity, diminilhed his em- 
pire, and attacked him with augmenting 
violence. 

To the limited eye of man, incapable 
of pervading futurity, and of removing 
the darknefs which furrounds it, Louis 
the Sixteenth then prefented a very dif- 
ferent and a much more enviable fiffure. 
Fortunate in having fucceeded to a prince, 
who was funk in diffolute pleafures, and 
loft to all public exertion before his reign 
expired, he afcended the throne of Henry 
the Fourth, under every flattering circum- 
ftance of youth and of profperity. His want 
of any eminent talents feemed to be amply 
compenfated by oeconomy, application, 
decorum of manners, and, above all, by a 
feledlion of wife and able minifters. A 
fuccefsful war, which eclip^ and obli- 
terated ihe difgraces and defeats, fuf- 

tained 
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tained by France in her laft rupture with 
England, endeared him to a loyal and af«* 
fedtionate nation, charadlerifed for ages by 
its prediledlion and attachment to its mo- 
narchs. A Queen, diftinguiflied by en- 
dowments of mind, of manners, and of 
perfon, not lefs than by her high rank and 
imperial defcent, had formed the bond of 
connexion between the Houfes of Bourbon 
and of Auftria, while flie rendered Ver- 
failles the refidence of pleafure, gaiety, and 
magnificence. France appeared to re- 
afcend in the fcale of Europe, in the fame 
proportion as Great Britain declined; and' 
flattery, if not reafon, already predi<fted 
the revival of the proud age of Louis the 
Fourteenth. 

But, to confound the fpeculation of po- 
licy, and to evince the hafty tranfitions of 
human greatnefs , it was precifely at this very 
jundure that the feeds were fown, which 
we have fince feen matured ; which have 
already overturned the very elements of 
order and government, ftained the palace 
of Verfailles with blood, and menace the 
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cxtindion of property , perfonal fecurity ,and 
every thing dear to mankind. The troops, 
who were fent as auxiliaries to the rebel- 
lious provinces of Great Britain beyoixi 
the Atlantic, fpeedily imbibed that fpiritof 
freedom, which they were commanded to 
defend ; and did not relinquifh thefe fen- 
timents, fo incompatible with abfolute 
monarchy, when they returned to their 
native country. On the other hand, the 
anticipation of the public revenue, necef- 
farily produced by a war, however glorious 
and fuccefsful, added to the immoderate 
expences of a diffipated and luxurious 
court, foon reduced the King to adopt a 
meafure, which though diiinterefted and 
even patriotic, opened the way to ihake 
his throne, Louis the Sixteenth was per- 
fuaded to break the royal houfehold, to dif- 
mifs about four hundred officers holding 
poft§ immediately about his perfon, and to 
content himfelf with a lefs expenfive and 
fplendid eftablifhment. Perhaps no ad- 
vice more replete with calamity, could 
have been conceived or followed. The 
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pomp and external paraphernalia of ma- 
jefly being once withdrawn; and the num- 
bers of nobjjity, attached to the fovereign 
by intereft, vanity, or affedlion, being 
once dilbanded, the throne was left naked, 
unprotedted, and expofed to infult. £x- 
perience has evinced its deflru^ive ten- 
dency ; and has Ihewn that only a limited 
monarch, who reigns in the afFe^ions 
of his fubjedls, and whofe interefls are 
intimately blended with thofe of his 
people, can remain an objedt of refpedl 
and homage, di veiled of the fplendor and 
protection of a royal court, and numerous 
houfehold. 

The Emprefs Queen, Maria Therefa,^ 
clofed at this period a Veign of forty years, 
marked by the moft ftriking viciffitudes of 
profperous and of adverfe fortune. During 
the exiftence of the powerful combination, 
which Ihook her throne in the commence- 
ment of her life, Ihe exhibited the moft 
undaunted magnanimity, the greateft re- 
fources of mind, and a courage fuperior 
to her fex* Driven from Vienna in 1 74 1 > 
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while Bohemia and Auftria were over-run 
by the French and Bavarians, Ihe found 
protection and fuccours in the loyalty of 
her Hungarian fubjedts, who at fight of 
her beauty, youth, and rriisfortunes, for- 
got their hereditary enmity and jealoufy of 
the Imperial houfe, from which Ihe fprung. 
The afternoon and evening of her reign, 
though frequently difturbed by foreign 
wars, were pafled by her in the difcharge 
of every duty due from a fovereign to 
her people. Mild, clement, humane, 
munificent, and ever extending the proofs 
of her parental tendcrnefs to her wide ex- 
tended dominions, ihe was idolized by 
the Hungarians, beloved by the Flemings, 
and dear to every order of citizens. That 
piety and fortitude which had charac- 
terized her life, accompanied, and bright- 
ened her dying moments. 

Her crowns defcended to her fon Jofeph ; a 
Prince who had given premature expedla- 
tions of genius and capacity, and whofc 
emulation of the King of Pruflia, promifed to 
render him worthy of fo great an antagonift. 
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But Europe was foon undeceived in this fa- 
vorable anticipation of the talents of Jofeph 
the Second. Agitated with perpetual and 
varying fchcmes of conqueft : reftlefs, and 
incapable of repofe : planning innovations 
in religion, in manners, and in civil life, 
which were no fooner executed, than re- 
voked : oppreflive and defpotic, without 
the art either of concealing thefe qualities, 
or of rendering their efFedls palatable to 
his fubjedls : menacing at the fame mo- 
ment the juft franchifes of the Netherlands, 
and the antient liberties of Hungary : dread- 
ed in the empire, and detefted in his own 
capital : anxious to enlarge the limits of his 
dominions, even at the expence of faith and 
juftice: rapacious of ecclefiaftical property, 
and profufe only of the blood of his peo- 
ple; Jofeph fooa alienated the affedions 
of every rank, and clofed a tempeftuous 
reign, unregretted, and unlamented ; leav- 
ing the Houfe of Auftria in embarraff- 
ments, produced by his violence and am- 
bition, fcarcely inferior to thofe which 
had fo nearly overturned and extinguilhcd 
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it, at the death of his grindfather Charles 
the Sixth. 

Two illuftrious and extraordinary Prin- 
ces then filled the thrones of Mufcovy 
and of Pruffia. A woman was ftill 
deftincd to fway the fceptre of the Czars, 
and to govern the immenfe regions ex- 
tending from the Frozen to the Cafpian 
Sea. Unequalled in magnificence, and un- 
conquerable in war, Catherine the Second 
had enlarged the limits of her vaft domi-. 
nions, covered the Black Sea with Ruffian 
fleets, and threatened the entire fubverfion 
of the Ottoman . power. Protedrefs of 
the fciences and liberal arts, Ihe cultivated 
the friendfhip of d'Alembert, courted the 
correfpondence and the praifes of VoU 
taire, and, like Louis XIV., extended her 
munificence to men of letters throughout 
evfery kingdom of Europe. Intoxicated 
with fuccefs, and elevated to the fummit of 
human grandeur and felicity, fhe forgot 
the friendly hand which had aided her 
arms, and taught them the way to victory ; 
while dreaded and admired in every quar- 
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ter of the globe, Ihe feemed to have 
chained the inconftancy of fortune, and to 
defy the changes and clouds which fo 
frequently darken the conclufion of a fe- 
male reign. 

Frederic, covered with laurels, and re- 
tired from Berlin to the folitary magni- 
ficence of Potzdam ; in the bofom of lite- 
rary repofe, and finking under the preflure 
of augmenting infirmities, advanced to- 
wards the termination of his memorable 
life and reign. Alienated from, or indif« 
ferent to the misfortunes of England, he 
regarded with a philofophic and averted 
eye her prefent unequal conteft againft fo 
many powers ; and extended no relief, nor 
made any exertion in favour of his antient 
ally. 

Portugal alone, among fo many neutral, 
or hoftile ftates, ventured at this diftrefs- 
ful moment, to give fome affirmative 
marks of friendihip to the crown of 
Great Britain, 

While Europe exhibited this afpe<5t, fo 
little calculated to awaken hope, frefh 
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loffes and defeats awaited the arms of Eng- 
land beyond the Atlantic. The capture of 
the Ifland of St. Euftatius, which, on its 
firft promulgation, had diffufed a general 
joy throughout the nation, produced in the 
event only obloquy to the captors, and a 
fufpenfion the moll untimely and injurious 
in our naval and military exertions ; while 
the troops, which fliould have aded with 
vigour againft the enemy, were funk in 
ina<5tivity> or occupied in plunder. 

As the year advanced, new iflands were 
loft, and new difgraces incurred ; *till the cli- 
max of national calamity attained its ulti- 
mate point, by the furrender of an army of 
feven thoufand men, who laid down their 
arms before Wafhington and Rocham- 
beau, on the Ihore of the Chefapeake. 
After fix years of mutual flaughter and 
alternate fuccefs, the genius of America 
triumphed, and this laft unexampled vic- 
tory for ever confirmed her independence. 
The intelligence, when it was received in 
England, fhook the already tottering Ad- 
iriiniftration, and precipitated its fall. 
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Difmay and terror pervaded the cabinet, 
and agitated the counfels. The Oppofition, 
confcious of the augmenting diftrefs and 
fludtuating irrefolution of the Firft Minifter, 
called aloud for an explicit avowal of his 
renunciation of any further efforts to fubju- 
gate the revolted colonies. The expreffive 
filence of Lord North to thefe peremptory 
demands, left no room to doubt either of 
his fentiments or his wifhes ; and the 
Secretary for America, retiring from a 
iituation no longer tenable, after a rude 
attack from Lord Carmarthen, was re- 
ceived into the quiet bofom of the Houfe 
of Lords • 

The enemy rufhed into the breach, 
which this difunion had occaiioned, and 
already beheld the prize within their 
grafp. The Adminiftration, however, 
ftill lingered, though deftitute of animation 
or energy ; a feeble and inefFedtual effort 
was even made to prolong their exiftence, 
by the fubftitution of Mr. Ellis in the place 
of Lord George Germain; but this flep 
ferved only to accelerate their difTolution. 

The 
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ThcOppofition, eager to feize the prey, and 

acquiring force as they advanced, pufhed on 
towards the citadel; 'till Lord North, on 

the 20th of March, 1782, exhibited the 

lingular and humiliating fpedlacle, of aFirft 

Minifterdivefting himfelf of all the infignia 

of office, before a crowded Houfe of Com* 

mons : and announcing his refignation to 

an aftoniflied audience, who fcarcely credited 

the faft, of which they were witnefles. 

The novelty and effed: of this extra- 
ordinary furrender of power, were en- 
creafed by its being equally fudden and 
unexpected. Neither his friends nor his 
enemies, were aware of the blow; and 
even his Sovereign did not fufpe<£t, 'till 
almoft the very inftant in which he exe- 
cuted his purpofe, that any fuch was me- 
ditated or intended. It is nugatory and 
unneceffary here to enquire, whether it was 
principally produced by timidity, fatigue, 
or difguft. Probably, by a combination of 
all thefe emotions ; and unqueftionably , by 
a very unforefeen arid hafty determination. 

In this difarmed and unprepared fitua-* 
tion, without either time or ability for 

only 



( 32 ) 

framing a new miniftry, the King could 
only furrender at difcretion. He did fo ; 

and the royal garrifon, entered by florm, 
was plundered by the conquerors. Three 
garters were found among the fpoils, and 
which ferved to decorate the principal 
chieftains. Offices and pofts were diftri- 
buted at their arbitrary pleafure ; and a new 
Adminiftration foon appeared, compofed 
of motley materials, and evincing in its 
very formation and component parts, the 
principles of fpeedy difTolution. The 
feeble genius of Lord Rockingham pre- 
sided over it, but could infpire no heat or 
energy into the heterogeneous mafs. Ill 
calculated for fo arduous and delicate a 
ftation, he wanted talents to guide, and 
animate the complicated machine, of 
which he was only the oftenfible leader. 
Mr. Fox and the Earl of Shelburne oc- 
cupied the 'two Secretaryfhips of State; 
while Keppel, raifed to the peerage fot 
his fervices on the 27th of July, 1778, 
fucceeded to the prefidency of the vacant 
Board of Admiralty. 

It is not my intention minutely to deli- 
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rteate or depidture the meafures of this 
tranfitory Adminiftration, juft Ihewn to 
the Britiih, as Marcellus was to the Ro- 
man people ; and fnatched away by an ex- 
tindtion as hafty, but not as much la- 
mented, I have ever regarded the (hort 
period of its duration, as the laft and loweft 
point of national and royal depreflion. 
Though illuminated by a vidlory, which 
has fhed an Unexampled luftre over the 
annals of England, no ray of it refledled 
upon the Miniftry: they had vilified and 
pcrfccuted the great naval commander who 
obtained it, previous to his departure for 
his ftation : they recalled him in the very 
moment of his conquefts. The annals of 
that -period, circumfcribed within three 
months, are marked by the humiliating 
and fruitlefs attempts of the Government 
to obtain peace from Holland ; though il-' 
lufory promifes and affurances of fuccefs 
had been held out to parliament, and»to 
the country, by Mr. Fox, before his entry 
upon office. The peerage, in the almofl 
only inftance where it was conferred, was 
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extorted from the fovereign» without even 
the decencies of refpedt, or of requeft; 
and the extraordinary fpe^tack of a 
newly-created Peer kiifing the King's 
hand in the Queen's drawing room, in 
violation of all form or ufage, was re* 
ferved for the Rockingham Adminiftra- 
tion to exhibit, in the perfbn of Sir Flet^ 
cher Norton. 

A bill, which without materially con- 
ducing to national ceconomy, or public 
benefit, diminiihed on one hand the dig- 
nity which ufed to wait upon the perfon 
of the Sovereign ; and on the other, dif^ 
armed every fucceeding Miniiler, by leav- 
ing him fcarcely any objecSts with which 
to Simulate a<aivity, or reward merit and 
adherence : A bill, which by compelling 
every Adminiftration, from want of of- 
fices, to multiply the peerage, as the 
only thing left in their power to beftow ; 
and which, if not redrefifed and repealed^ 
may eventually dcilroy the balance of tho 
conflitution : A bill, well known, and as 

well 
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well charaderized by the name of its 
eloquent, but theoretical and vifionary 
author, was introduced, and rapidly car* 
ried through the unreiifting Houfes of 
Parliament; while the King was compelled 
to lend his name to the completion of a 
law, which difbanded his houfehold, and 
difarmed his authority. 

This unwife and impolitic attack upon 
the majefty of the Throne, was properly 
accompanied and fucceeded by iimilar in- 
vafions of the hereditary franchifes of the 
people. Under the fpecious allegation of 
cxtinguifliing the corrupt influence of the 
Crown, a great and indufl:rious body of 
men, the officers of the cuftoms, were 
deprived of their jufland unalienable right, 
to vote in elections for their reprefentatives 
in Parliament ; and the natural reward of 
merit or ferviccs, was converted by the 
Legiflature into an inftrument of punifh- 
rnent and privation* 

But, happily for the Monarch, and for 
the nation, a Miniftry, in which hypocri- 
tical profeffion was fubftituted for adtion; 
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whofc conquefts were limited to St. 
James's, and whofe trophies were only 
obtained over clerks of the Grceh Cloth 
and houfekeepers, now drew near its ex- 
tindtion. The natural deceafe of the 
Marquis of Rockingham, which took 
place upon the ift of July, 1782, can 
fcarcely be faid to have preceded, or an- 
ticipated his political difmiffion. He ex- 
pired in the vicinity of London ; regret- 
ted only by his immediate friends and ad- 
herents ; efleemed as a virtuous and a well 
intentioned^ though an inadequate Minify 
ter. His elevation to the firft poft in the 
Adminillration was injurious to his cha*** 
radter as a man of talents; and he was 
twice deftined in the prefent reign, to fee 
the political fabrick which he had reared, 
moulder within a few months, and, fink 
under its own prelTure. Like Galba> 
*• Major privato vifus, dum privatus fuit; 
/* et omnium confenfu, capax imperii, 
** nifi imperaffet.*' 

Releafcd by this interpofition of for- 
tune, from a bondage equally fevere ^nd 
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humiliating, the Sovereign made a felcc- 
tion of his fervants, more confonant to 
his own perfonal inclinations, as well as 
more calculated to advance the public 
feryice. The Earl of Shelbume aflUmcd 
the vacant Treafurer*s ftafF, which had 
dropped from the han.d of . the deceafed 
Marquis J while the honeft and virtuous 
incapacity of the late Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, was fupplied by equal probity 
and integrity, but accompanied with thofe 
fublime and early talents, which Mr. Pitt 
alone has difplayed and fuftained in the 
prefent age. Having declined the proffered 
advances of the late Miniftry, and having 
refufed to form any inferior part of, or 
accept any fecondary fituation under that 
fyftem, he now firft appeared in the front 
ranks of Government ; and evinced to an 
aftonilhed nation^ that in a poft fo arduous 
as that of the fuperintendance of the com- 
plicated finances, of an exhaufted and im- 
povcrifhed country, he could unite the 
energy and vigour of youth, with the 
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maturity and experience of more advanced 
life. 

Some fubordinate alterations in other 
departments of ftate, completed the new 
Adminiflration ; which, at its commence- 
ment, was favoured by the advanced period 
of the year and feflion, and the proroga- 
tion of Parliament which naturally fol- 
lowed. The adherents of Lord Rocking- 
ham filled the Lower Houfe, with loud 
clamours and pointed inlinuations, againfl: 
the fuppofed motives and authors of a 
change, fo inimical, as they aiTerted, to 
the bed intcrefts of the monarchy. Mr. 
Fox, in a manly and magnanimous, Mr, 
Burke, in a querulous and reluAant man- 
ner, refpedively refigned their iituations. 
The impailioned exclamations of the latter 
were only interrupted and extinguifhed, by 
the arrival of the Black Rod, and the fum- 
mons to attend the Chancellor at tht bar 
of the Houfe of Lords. The feflion 
clofed; and oblivion already drew her veil 
acrofs the departed Adminiftration, while 
oewconvulfions, and new fccnes of political 

confufion 



C 39 ) 

confufion were filcntly, but rapidly, gene- 
rating in the womb of time. 

Peace, which for fo many years had fled, 
now prepared to return. Inactivity, and 
a premature fufpenfion of hoftility beyond 
the Atlantic, gradually opened the pafTage 
to univerfal tranquillity in Europe. Ame- 
rica^ already declared independent by the 
Legiflature, no longer occupied the arms 
or efforts of Great Britain. Holland, di- 
vided by the Orange and the Republican 
fadlions, feebly fuflained her portion of 
the common attack. France, anrefled in 
the midft of all her conquefts by the arm 
of Rodney, faw her boafted Navy fcattered 
over the Weflem world; happy to efcape 
the purfuit of a vidorious fleet, and to 
fink undifturbed, in the havens of Marti- 
nico, or of Boflon. It only remained to 
humble the arrogance of Spain; who, in- 
folent with unaccuflomed fuccefs, and 
elated with the trophies acquired at Mi* 
norca, and in Florida, had aflembled her 
forces of every kind round the rock of 
Gibraltarj and already anticipated the re* 
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union of that proud fortrefs to her domi- 
nions. To indulge at once the gratification 
of national vanity, as well as the acqui- 
fition of glory, a Prince of the Blood Royal 
of France was invited to quit the efFc-; 
minate pleafures at Verfailles, and to be- 
come a fpedtator of its reduction from the 
Spanifh camp. Preparations only inferior 
to thofe of Philip the Second againft Eli- 
zabeth, were made to accelerate and fecure 
fo favourite an objeft of the court of 
Madrid ; while all Europe might be faid , 
in common with the. Count d*Artois, to 
have fixed their eyes upon this animating 
fpedtacle. I need not relate the event : 
infcribed in charafters which muft laft as 
long ' as military fame and valour are re- 
vered among men. The formidable arma- 
ments of Charles the Third perifhed un- 
der the fuperior fire of the garrifon ; and 
the miferable viftims who efcaped from 
the conflagration, were indebted for their 
lives to the exertions of that very enemy, 
for whofe deftrudtion they had been af- 
fembled. 

. Under 
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Under this fingular blaze of glory and 
fuccefs, was terminated a war, which had 
been marked during its progrefs with 
every circumftance adverfe to England, 
and which, at many periods, had menaced 
its very exiftence, Negociations, prolonged 
throughout the autumn, produced a ge- 
neral pacification at the beginning of 1 783 ; 
the terms of which, however widely dif- 
ferent they were from thofe which Great 
Britain didtated at the treaties of Utrecht 
and of Fontainbleau, feemed neither igno- 
minious nor difadvantageous, in the en- 
feebled ftate of the finances and refources 
of the country. France reflored almoil all 
her acquifitions , while Spain retained her 
conquefts; and Holland, which had tar- 
dily and relu<5tantly been forced from 
her pacific fyftem, was abandoned by her 
allies, and left to expiate by conceflions, 
the departure from her ancient policy and 
connexions. 

But the waves of party, which had been 
fo long and fo violently agitated, could 
not immediately fubfide with the extinction 

G of 



( 42 ) 

• 

of hoftilities. The two powerful fa<5tions, 
who had fucceffively poflcfled, and been 
deprived of the government, however 
adverfc they were to each other, yet united 
in their common oppofition to the new 
intruders. The charader of the Firft 
Lord of the Treafury,' though diftin-- 
guiflied by many impofing qualities of 
mind, by ingratiating and popular man- 
ners, and by an enlarged acquaintance with 
the foreign interefts of England ; yet 
wanted that ftamp of probity and prin- 
ciple, without which a great nation never 
confers efteem and confidence. Infincerity 
and duplicity were afcribed to him by his 
enemies. Accufations and fufpicions were 
circulated, poffibly originating only in ca- 
lumny, which arraigned his purity of 
conduct as a Minifter, and infinuated his 
acquifition of perfonal wealthjjy the abufe 
of his high fituation, during the progrefs 
of the late negociations, to the fordid pur- 
pofes of private gain. Doubts of this 
complexion, however unauthenticated or 
Vnjuft they may be iuppof(?d, yet, by ope- 
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operating on the Public, equally indifpofed 
them towards the peace, and towards its 
author. 

To thefe obvious and oftenfible caufef 
of his difmiffion, may be added, the ex- 
traordinary, and almoil inexplicable indif- 
ference which marked his conducil, towards 
preferving a iituation, which it had been 
the leading and predominant objed: of his 
life to acquire. Parliament met ; and after 
long and violent debates, renewed at va- 
rious times, exprefled its difapprobation of 
the peace recently concluded, though by a 
very fmall majority. It is even highly pro- 
bable, that this mark of their diffatisfadlion 
would not have been attended or followed, 
by any fuch affirmative proofs of national 
refentment, as to have compelled a Mi- 
nifter of firmnefs arid red:itude, to retire 
from his public fi^uation. Whether any 
confcioufrtefs of a deficiency in either of 
thefe qualities, or whether motives more 
concealed and unafcertainable, adluated 
the Earl of Sbelburnc; it jis certain, that 
he did rtpt-hefitate to take the warning 
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which had been given him, and to lay 
down his office without delay. 

But though he had embraced this pufil- 
lanimous and precipitate part, the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer, animated by feel- 
ings of integrity, loyalty, and duty to his 
Prince and to his country, generoufly re- 
flifed to abandon them to the rcfentments 
and difcretionary mandates of two fac- 
tions, who had agreed to a mutual facrificc 
of principle, and even of decency, in order 
to gratify their thirft of power. After a 
magnanimous, but inefFedual ftruggle, he 
was however compelled to yield to fo un- 
equal a force. The Sovereign, who had 
vainly endeavoured to compofc a new Ad- 
min iftration, and who had been befiegcd 
in his own palace during fix weeks, found 
the lines of circumvallation too ftrong to 
force, and furrendered a fecond time pri- 
foner of war. The two victorious chief- 
tains, who had agreed to bury all paft caufes 
of refentment in oblivion, entered the breach 
in triumph, bound their captive, polled 
their centinels, and invefled themfelves 
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in the fpoils, which their condudl had ac- 
quired. The larger (hare, however, of thefc 
emoluments fell to Mr. Fox; and the 
Treafury was transferred from the mild 
incap?icity of Lord Rockingham, whom 
death had removed, to the laborious, but 
lirnited and fubfcrvient talents of the Duke 
of Portland. Lord North, who did not 
feel with Caefar, that ** the firft fituation 
in a village out- valued the fecond in an 
empire,** was content with the inferior 
portion of power and profit, allotted him 
by the liberality of his new aflbciates, 
and mixed in the cavalcade, which he had 
fo long condudled. Too happy to obtain 
an amnefty for the misfortunes of his Ad- 
miniftration, and foothed with the unac- 
cuftomed panegyrics of thofe, who had fo 
lately called out for axes and fcafFolds ; he 
funk without emotion, into a fubordinatc 
office, . and refigned the painful pre-eminence 
of ftate, into hands of greater energy or am- 
bition. 

A paufe fucceeded to this extraordinary 
and eventful transfer of power; as the 
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monarch and the nation were equally in- 
capable, of inilantly exerting any effort for 
their emancipation. The ** Coalition** im- 
pofed their fetters upon both ; and little at- 
tentive to acquire the afFe(5tion, were fatif- 
fied with the fubmiflion of their prifoners. 
Relying on their own united ftrength, to 
retain the conquefts which they had made, 
they only began already to project the 
means^ of perpetuating and extending the 
term of their duration. To atchieve this 
objecft, it was indifpenfably neceflary to 
reconftruft the edifice, which their inju- 
dicious fpirit of reform had lately over- 
thrown ; and to fubflitute other charges 
and offices in the place of thofe, which 
had been annihilated in the houfehold of 
the Sovereign. Thefe pleafing anticipations- 
and reveries, formed a grateful occupation 
during the recefs of Parliament ; and the 
fucceeding winter was deflincd to fee the 
chains, which an unprincipled ambition 
had fabricated, impofed with all the fo- 
lemnity of legiflation uport an unrefifling 
people. 

There 
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There is, howfevcr, a limit prefcribcd 
to violence, which it has ever been found 
impradlicable to pafs j and the ** Coalition** 
was dcftined to be taught by its own ex- 
perience, that no combination of talents, 
power, or ability, can fuftain a Govern- 
jfient, where all opinion of principle, or 
refped: for chara<fter have ceafed to exift, 
on the part of the nation towards its ty- 
rants. Even the forms of the conftitution, 
and the fancSlity of law, will not prevent a 
generous and an enlightened country, from 
difcerning the abufe of that authority, 
which while it extinguiflies prerogative, 
militates equally againft freedom. Time 
alone was requiiite to mature thefe re- 
fiedions j and the Adminiftration opened 
the way to their own deftruftion, by the 
very means which they had concerted , for 
placing ^ their greatnefs beyond the reach 
of accident. 

m 

Mr. Fox introduced his celebrated 
«• Eaft India Bill," with all that fplendor 
of parts, and difplay of ability, which has 
rendered him fo diidinguifhed in the hif- 

tory 
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tory of the prefent age. Though India 
was not in that department of public 
bufinefs, over which as Secretary of State, 
he perfonally prefided, yet the fuperior 
energy of his character, and the conve- 
nient facility of his new colleague, allowed 
him to aflume this arduous and danger- 
ous pre-eminence. Mr. Burke's ample 
and inexhauflible flock of materials and 
documents, fupplied any deficiencies of 
piemory or local information ; while the' 
** Inftitutes of TV^ar,*' and the wifeft re- 
gulations of European policy, were new- 
modelled by this generous legiflator. The 
oppreflions and calamities, under which 
India had fo long fufFered ; the peculations, 
committed by the fervants of the Company, 
as well as the wanton and unprincipled 
wars in which they had engaged, were 
highly painted, and llrongly reprobated. 
The remedy to thefe numerous evils was 
prefented ; and all palliatives were depre- 
cated, as unequal to the extermination of 
a difeafe, which had pervaded the whole 
fyftem, and which demanded a meafure 

of 
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of more than ordinary vigour in the Le* 
giflaturc. 

The Houfe of Commons yielded to thefe 
convincing and minifterial arguments, fo 
calculated to operate on their paffions, as 
well as their judgments. The inefFedlual 
oppofition which was made to it by Mr, 
Pitt, and a few perfons who adhered to him, 
neither retarded nor impeded the rapid 
progrefs of the bill. It was carried through 
one Houfe of Parliament, by prodigious 
fuperiority of numbers ; and it was not 
apprehended, that the fubfervient under-* 
ftandings of the other Houfe, generally 
difpofed to fee all meafures of all Adminif-v 
trations with a favourable eye, would re- 
jed: the jrefent, or canvafs it will unufual 
feverity. The *^ Coalition" appeared al- 
ready to touch the fhore, and to be near 
the accomplifhment of their moft fanguine 
projefts of greatnefs. 

The magnanimity and penetration of thg 
Sovereign, awakened and dire(5led by the 
timely exhortation of thofe who colleded 
round the throne in this critical aqd dan-^ 
gerous ^ronjundlure, fnatched the country 
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from the impending misfortune. The gttit 
incorporated bodies in various parts of the 
kingdom, flowly roufed to a comprehen* 
Hon of the evil, and alarmed at the viola- 
tion of the chartered rights of the firft com- 
mercial company ift the nation, appeared 
ready to reclaim, and to defend their owa 
threatened immunities , or properties . Lon- 
don led the way in thefe fymptoms of con- 
llernation, and was followed by the prin- 
cipal cities and provinces. Addrefles, re- 
monftrances, and petitions, arrived from 
every part of Great Britain. Satire and ri- 
dicule, fo powerful in their operation upo» 
the minds ofmesk, united with rcafon and 
argument, too overturn a Miniftry, who had 
attempted to conftrudt their own grandeur^ 
equally qq the ruin of the Prerogative, and 
the deftruddon? of the Conftitution. Twa 
caricature drawings, conceived with exqui- 
fite humour, and whofe efFedt cannot per- 
haps be compared with any thing in our 
hifk>ry, except the fong af ** LillabuUero,** 
lender James the Second, were circulated 
in every company^ In one of thefe, the 
Secretary of State who had introduced the 

bill. 
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bill, was depidured carrying, like Atlas, 
the whole Eaft-India Houfe upon his 
ihoulders ; while the affirighted diredlors, 
looking out of thp windows, appeared 
vainly to invoke affiftance againft the vio-» 
ience. The other reprefented his triumphal 
«ntry into Delhi, the capital of his newly 
conquered dominions. Mn Fox was ha- 
bited in the fplendid Afiatic drefs of Shaw 
Allumi wtile his obedieat colleague in 
office Lord North, degraded to the inferior 
nature of the trained and managed ele« 
phant, fupported the vi<Stor on his back* 
Mr. Burke, as a txumpeter, accompanied 
the proccffiqn, proclaiming the virtues and 
trophies of this fuccdTor of Tamerlane and 
Aurungzebe, 

The ftorm of national indignation, 
though long and tardy in forming, had 
flow collected, and prepared to burft with 
the utmofl vicdence. The Houfe of Peers 
led the way, by throwing out the Eaft* 
India 3UI ; ^nd on the fubfequent night, 
at a late hour, his Majefty fent to de» 
mand the fea}s of office, from the two Se^ 

H z icretaries 
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Cretaries of State. An AdminiftraticJtt^ 
at the head of which was Mr. Pitt, and 
of which he may be faid to have formed the 
vital principle, was inftantly compofed. 
So fecure, however, were the late Minifters 
of their afcendancy in the Houfe of Com-* 
monSi and in fuch contempt were thefe 
efforts of the Crown to liberate itfelf 
held by them, that when the writ was 
moved for Appleby, in confequence of the 
new Firft Lord of the Treafury having va- 
cated his feat, it was received with loud^ 
&nd almoit general laughter* Even thofe, 
ivhofe judgment and experience in Parlia-* 
tnentary matters were mofl refpedled, ven- 
tured to predict, that a few weeks would fee 
the termination of this fugitive Govern^ 
ment, either by a gradual, or a violent 
(leath* For the firfl time fince the accef*- 
iion of the Houfe of Brunfwick ; perhaps 
it may be faid, fince the exiflcnce of the 
monarchy, the Sovereign and the people 
were united, in oppofition to the reprefen-i 
tatives of the people. The patient and 

pjiIEve fortitude of Mr. Pitt fuftained him* 
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ftveti mbre than his talents of integrity^ 
duringnear three months that this fiege con- 
tinued ; nor did he advife his Sovereign to 
have recourfe to the lafl:,cx)nftitutional mea- 
fure left him, that of diffolution, till above 
a hundred and twenty addreffes> couched 
in terms of loyalty, and of reprobation 
againft the attempt to overturn the prero- 
gative, left no room to hefitate on its po- 
pularity, or on the general jpy with which 
it would be received 4 

The eledlions for the new Parliament^ 
which at no period of the prefent century 
were ever fo incorrupt, and fo free from 
all minifterial interference, evinced beyond 
difpute, how odious to the nation were 
the principles and conduct of the late 
Adminiftration. The Firft Minifter e- 
merged at length, from a ftate of the moft 
painful exertion and depreflion, into po- 
litical day; and the reins of Government, 
fo long and fo violently retained by the 
•* Coalition,'* fell from their hands. It is 
from this aera that we may date the flow, 

but progreflive elevation of the Britifh 

empire; 
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empire; wliich, ihaken and convulfed dur« 
ing the calamitous period of the Americaa 
Kv^ar, bad not been lefs agitated by internal 
ftruggles of fad;ion, iince its termination* 
But, before we arrive at that exhilerating 
fceae, it may. be not a lefs inflru£tive, 
though it is a lefs pleaiing talk, to fur-^ 
vey the picture of the empire, at the mo* 
miti^t when the preient Minifter commenced 
hh Admii^ration* 

Exhauiled in her finances, and deprived 
of vigour from the rapid fucceflian of fo 
many Governments, debility, languor, and 
decay charai^erifed every internal depart-* 
ment of the State^ The public funds 
Jfeemed to have funk below the point of 
depreffion, to which even the ^f^isfortunes 
of the war had reduced diem j and the 
^onfifcation which h^id menaced the Eafl 
India Company while Mr Fox's bill im- 
pended over their property, had operated 
to fink their flock bdow any former pre- 
cedent. The revenue was diminifhed and 
invaded by the bold inroads of contraband 
commerce, which loudly called on the 

X^giflatur^ 



Legiflature for efFedual inWrpofition and 
fedrefs. No foreign alliance, or comicxion 
with any of the great powers On the Con- 
tinent, offered the profpeft of fupport in 
a future war. Holland was complete!/ 
governed by the Republican faction » who, 
under Van Berkel in the prefent, as un- 
der the De Witts in the lafl century^ 
had entered into the clofeft connexion^ 
with the Court of Verfailles : while tha 
Prince of Orange, retaining little moi*e 
than the name of Stadholder, was re-* 
duced to a ftate of paflive infignificancc* 
Denmark, whofe fovereigns had been 
connected by alliances of blood and po- 
licy, with the Crown of England, for near 
half a century; and whofe natural in- 
tefts, in oppofition to thofe of Sweden^ 
tended to confirm thefe ties ; had departed 
from her ancient principles, and no longer 
eultivated the friendfliip of a kingdom^ 
incapable of extending protection, or rcn-. 
dering itfelf refpedable in the Baltic. 
From the Court of* Stockholm, attached 
for ages to France, no demonftrations of 

amity 
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amity could be expedled. The Emperor^ 
occupied in fyftems of reformation, or 
projects of aggrandizement ; planning the 
exchange of the Netherlands with thq 
Eledor Palatine, while he wantonly at- 
tacked the Republic of Holland ; whofc 
troops, in defiance of the moft facred 
treaties, he had ejected by force fronl the 
barrier towns of Flanders : Jofeph, en- 
gaged in thefe ambitious enterprizes, and 
already connected with the Court of Peterf- 
burgh, might be regarded as inimical ra- 
ther than friendly to Great Britain. Rufli^ 
continued in a ftate of fullen alienation, 
and Pruffia betrayed no marks of returning 
friendlhip; while France, ftill conducted 
by the fplendid and impofing counfels of 
Vergennes, appeared to extend, to cement, 
and to confirm her greatnefs. 

The firft years of the prefcnt Adminif-* 
tration, were principally charadlerifed b/ 
thofe beneficial regulations of commerce, 
and by thofe falutary meafures of finance, fa 
jndifpenfably requifite, in the fallen ancf 
iippov^rifhed gonditiop of the country. An 
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** Eaft-India Bill,*' mild and temperate in 
its genius, and widely different from the 
rapacious and arbitrary principles, which 
had rendered the former fo . univerfally 
odious, was introduced, and palTed into a 
law. The moft vigorous and efficacious 
meafures were adopted, for the fuppreflion 
of fmuggling. The royal woods and fo- 
rdfls, from whence fo great a fupport to 
the navy ought naturally to be derived, 
but which had been completely abandoned, 
as an objedl of national protection, for 
half a century, did not efcape the vigilant 
attention of a Minifler, anxious to avail 
himfelf of every public refource. Provifion 
was made for the flow, but certain dimi- 
nution of the national debt, by the appro- 
priationof a million flerling annually, vefled 
in the hands of commiflioners, for the pur- 
chafe of flock. 

The confolidation of the Cuftoms and 
Excife, a mcafure of incredible labour 
and detail, as well as of infinite advan- 
tage to commerce, by facilitating and fim- 
plijfying the intricacies, attendant on mer- 
cantile tranfadions, and the payment of 
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duties; a regulation which, initfelf, might 
immortalize any Adminiflration, was fully 
and perm?inenfly cfFedted. It had failed, 
under the inert and feeble efforts of Lord 
North; and its completion, fo evidently 
productive of national benefit, drew ap- 
plaufes, even from the enemies and op- 
pofers of the Minifler. This long lift 
of enlightened and patriotic meafures, 
was clofed by the accomplifhment of one 
of the greatefl, but moft delicate and ar- 
duous attempts, which have diftinguifhed 
the prefent century ; I mean, the ** Com- 
** mercial Treaty with France/* An en- 
larged and liberal policy; the greateft in- 
citements to general induflry ; the exten* 
fion of commerce, and the extin<5lion of 
thofe mutual .jealoufies and antipathies, 
which have, for fo many ages, adiiated 
the rival monarchies of France and Eng- 
land : thefe ,were the charaCteriftics and 
principles of a treatyi which, notwith-- 
flanding the fpecious objections urged 
againft it in Parliament, excited univerfal 
approbation, and extorted involuntary eu- 
logiurhs. 

The 
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The genius of Great Britain, long ob- 
fcurcd and fettered, began to affert its 
ancient energy; and, liberated from do- 
meflic anarchy, prepared to re-appear on 
the theatre of Europe, from \>rhence fhe had 
been banifhed, by internal calamities and 
diftrefs. The fignature of the *^ G^manic 
•* League," at Berlin, whofe objc<3: was 
the prefervation of the liberties of the 
£mpire> againft the ambition of Jofeph the 
Second, was the firft fymptom exhibited 
of returning attention to the concerns, oi 
the Continent; and though this confede^ 
ration was only acceded to by his Britannic 
Majefty, in his capacity of Eledor of 
Hanover, yet its efFe(3; unqueftionably ex- 
tended beyond its oftenfible obj eft , and again 
recalled the Englifh nation to general view 
and confideration. 

While under a wife, vigorous, and 
jcaeconomical Government, we wej:e thus re* 
fuming our ancient eminence and dignity 
among the JEuropiean States, the clouds of 
clifcontent and civil commotion, were ra- 
fidly coUe^ing over the monarchy of 
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France. The finances, involved fincc the 
ceffation of the late war, in augmenting 
embarraffments and inextricable difficul- 
ties, might have been found beyond the 
probity of a Sully, or the capacity of a 
Colbert, to re-eftabliih ; in the hands of 
Calonne, raifed to the fuperintendance, 
they appeared* to prefent a profped: of 
public infolvency, as imminent and una- 
voidable. Though the Court of Verfailles 
was much diminifhed in majefty and 

fplendor, by the numerous reforms which 

< • 

had fucceffively taken place; yet the 
Miniftry had not fubftituted any judicious 
fyftem of frugality, nor adopted any mea- 
fures of energy and wifclom, either for the 
alleviation of the national burthens, and 
liquidation of the enormous debt, con- 
traded under the late and prefent King ; 
nor (which feemed to be ftill more ne- 
ceffary for their perfonal fafety), to guard 
againft the gathering ftorm of public vio- 
lence and indignation. 

Louis the Sixteenth had already, in 
a confiderable degree, furvived the, re- 

fped:. 
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fpedl, though he continued to enjoy the 
afFedlion of his people. The firft years of 
his reign, concluded by Maurepas and 
Vergennes, had been diftinguifhed by the 
moft brilhant fuccefs ; which, while it 
dazzled and flattered the national vanity, 
had, in a great meafure, concealed from 
view the ruin, which it occafioned in the 
finances. The King pofleffed none of thofc 
qualities, either corporal or mental, caU 
culated to fafcinate, and to fupply the 
place of more folid endowments. His 
figure was deftitute of dignity, and his 
addrefs awkward and embarraffed. He 
neither knew how to afllime the open and 
winning manners of Henry the Fourth, 
nor how to adopt the majeftic con- 
defcenfion of Louis the Fourteenth. At- 
tached to the Queen, from motives rather 
fenfual than intelledual, and reftrained by 
religious fcruples, from forming any con- 
nexions of gallantry with other wromen ; 
he never, in any inftance, violated his 
nuptial fidelity, though furroundcd by 
purtiers, anxious to. anticipate, and eager 

to 
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to adminifter to his defires, on the firfl 
intimation. Addicted to the pleafures of 
the table, and fometimes induced to pais 
the limits of temperance and fobriety, he 
yielded in thofe moments of facility, to 
the demands, which the profufion of the 
Queen, and of his brother the Coun^t 
d'Artois, made it neceffary for them con- 
tinually to renew. Hi s own expences were 
moderate, and his pleafures few« The 
former, were chiefly confined to the con^ 
ftrudtion of the caflle of Compiegae, and 
the repair^s of the palace of Verf^Ues . The 
latter, confined principally in the amufib*- 
mcnt of the chace. Though much negledt- 
ed in hi^ education, during the life of 
Lams the Fifteenth, his mind was not 
UDinformed; and he had attained fince 
his acceiiion to the throne, a very confider-^ 
able degree of acquaintance with polite 
letters, hifbory^ and geography, by his own 
iprivate application and folitary fhidy, un- 
aiCfkd by any aid. In the art of reign- 
ing, he had unfortunately made litde pro«- 
Pk£s >ar pfoficiency. Unamfaitioi^s and 

moderate 
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views of conqucft. He even difapproved^ 
though only paflivcly, of the alliance with 
Amerida, into which his Minifters had led 
him in the commencement of his reign ; 
and fufFered himfelf, with fome decree of 
averfion and reluctance, to be made an ac- 
ceflary to the independence of the Thirteen 
Colonies. 

His parts, however fluggifli, inert, and 
limited, yet were not inadequate to the 
comprehenfion and difcharge of the high 
duties, annexed to his ftation. He un- 
quellionably loved his people, and paflion- 
ately defired, at the price of every per- 
fonal renunciation and facrifice, to render 
his reign dear to France. Averfe to cru- 
elty, and of a nature acceflible to the im- 
preffions of pity and humanity, he threw 
open the gates of the caftle of Vincennes, 
which for ages had been one of the prin- 
cipal prifons of ftate ; and mitigated, in 
numerous inftances, the rigour of arbitrary 
power, which his grandfather had ftrength- 
cned and abufed. His behaviour on the 
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night of the 5th of Odlober, 1789, ha« 
evinced, notwithftanding the doubts which 
have been entertained upon that point, 
that he did not want perfonal refolution 
or fortitude. But, the quality in which 
he has been eminently deficient, and to 
the want of which may be principally 
afcribed all the late calamities of his 
life, is political courage and decifion. In 
times of tranquillity and' repofe, this de- 
fed: might not have been perceived ; or, 
if difcovered, might have yet been limited 
in its efFeds : in tempeftuous periods, and 
popular infurredions, it has convulfed the 
monarchy, and menaced the exiftence of 
the throne itfelf. 

The charafter of the Queen, though 
ftrongly contrafted with that of Louis the 
Sixteenth, was perhaps ftill more calcu- 
lated to alienate the affeftions, and excite 
the clamours of the nation. Of a figure 
favoured by nature, and adorned by gra- 
cious and infinuating manners, fhc was 
formed to attach mankind. The fhort 
period which elapfed, fubfequent to her 
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marriage with the Dauphin, in 1770, and 
previous to her afcending the throne, was 
marked by the moft general partiality, and 
by all the flattering prognoftics of poetry 
and genius, who anticipated the future glo- 
ries and felicity of her reign *. Her educa- 
tion in the court of Vienna, under the fevere 
infpedtion of Maria Therefa, a Princefs 

* It was during this brilliant and traniitory portion of her 
iife« that (he was feen by the author of a produdlion, which 
has recently made its appearance in this country ; and which, 
from the celebrity of the writer, as well as from the interell 
excited by the fubjedl itfelf, has been read with univerfal 
avidity. It is not my intention to criticife, or to appreciate 
the merits of a performance, which embraces ib many ob- 
je^s, and ranges over fo vaft a field, as the late Revolution 
in France opens to a creative imagination. With fomc 
errors and fome blemiflies, it appears to me to be a moft ex- 
^aordinary exhibition of genius, fancy, and in many parts, 
°* deep, able, and judicious reafoning. Its author is en- 
^^^ to fomething more than, the mere* approbation, of 
*^^^i man who refpefts kingly power, or eftablifhed go- 
vemmsj . and who deprecates the violence of popular in- 
novation.. Perhaps the portrait of the Dauphinefs, may be, 
too highly t^^j.^^ . ^^^ i^ jg ^^ colouring of Titian, and 
not of a comr^^ ^^^^^ indeed, thofe who remember the 
prcfent Queen bets^ t^e death of Louis the Fifteenth, muft 
admit, that (he was,^g„ calculated to excite fcntiments of 
pcribngl admiration aa delight, in no ordinary degree* 
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eminent for chaftity and piety, feemcd in 
fome meafure, to guarantee thp exiftcrice 
bf thcfe qualities in her daughter. But, 
Maria Antoinette appears to have inherited 
fcarce any of the charaidteriftic virtues, or 
vices of tije Auftrian fattiily, except heir 
attachment to the HcJufe from whehce Ihe 
fprtibg. The fond predidiorts of adula- 
tion , offered to the Dauphinefs , were not 
realized by the Queen. Her levity of 
manners ; her expenfive prodigality ; her 
diffipations ; her attachments ^ her refilre- 
mehts ; perhaps, more than all thefe de- 
feds, her fuppofed abufe of the afcendant, 
which fhe b^d acquired and prcferved 
over her hufband, gradually eilrahged every 
order of the people; and eventually, a' 
the public embarraflments augmented, r^^" 
dered her generally t)dious. Her a(9^^s 
were examined, with the moft fev<»^ ^^^ 
unjuft fpirit of national enquiry. ^^^ P^^ 
litical connections with the IrP^^^^^ ^"^- 
baflador, were as loudly ar'^^g"^^ ^^ <^^^ 
hand, as her perfonal ir^macy with the 
Count d'Artois, was i^ong^y cenfured cm 

the 
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(the other. Imputations, the moft inju- 
rious to her fame as a woman and a wife^ 
were added to accufations of her difpo- 
fition to facrifice tl^e intereft; and fquan- 
4er the treafures of the kingdom pvej- 
swhich Ihe reigned, in order to aggrandize 
/i^er brother the Emperor. She wap ac* 
,cufed of fniniftejringtothe weaknefTes, and 
even ftimulating the appetites of the King, 
with a viisw tg avail herfelf of his fond- 
j^q{$, or tpnjporayy pjriyatioji of nefleyiop* 

The co|ntinu3j yifits, and Jong interviews 
which fhe accprded toMadempif<:JI.eBertin, 
.excited fentiipents pf difappypbatioii in 
.thpfe, y^ho thought the leifure pf tlje firft 
Queen in Europe, indepently thrown away 
in difquiiitipns upon a cap, or cqnfujt^tions 
uppn a handkerchief. Her purcjbafe pf the 
palace of St. Cloud, in the midft of general 
|)ecviniary diftrefs, was taxed with equal 
imprudence and profufion. Hex frequent 
retirements to Trianon were ftigmatized, 
as e^^ibiting fcenes unfit for the public 
^eye. The myfterious and inexplicable 
•tranfa(3uon, relative to the famous ueck- 

K a lace,. 



( 68 ) 

lace, aflertcd to have been purchafed by 
her; although the Cardinal de Rohan 
and, the Comteffe de la Motte were the 
vidlims of it, yet had left impreffions dif- 
advantagcous to her honour, in the minds 
of a nation, difpofed to fee all her aftions 
through an unfavourable medium. Her 
prediledlion for, and attachment to the 
Duchefs de Polignac, fuffered the moft 
malignant comments of fatyrical prejudice ; 
and the liberal donations, or high em- 
ployments, with which that family was 
diftinguifhed, necefTarily added to the 
load of public execration. Thefe accumu- 
lated topics of popular inveftive and anim- 
adverfion, were circulated with rapidity, 
and received with equal avidity, by an 
ignorant and credulous multitude, who 
filled the arcades of the ** Palais Royal,** 
and who imbibed the moft inveterate de- 
teftation of their Queen, as conceiving her 
the author of the public diftrefs. They 
had already, in fome degree, marked her 
out as a vi(5tim to the general indignation ; 
and anxioufly waited for the favourable 
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occafion, which fliould liberate the So-' 
vereign and the nation, from the pre-? 
tended evils of her influence, and leave Louis 
the Sixteenth to the impulfe of his natural 
beneficence and affedlion for his people. 

The Count de Provence, the cldefl of 
the King's two brothers, adled a very 
inferior and fubordinate part upon this 
great theatre.* Either deftitute of talents to 
excite public attention, or reprefling them 
from motives of prudence and fituation, 
he appeared only in the back ground ; and 
formed a contraft to the impofing qualities 
which diftinguifhed the Count d'Artois, 
Of a figure much more graceful and 
elegant than either of his brothers, this 
Prince was likewife adorned with more 
dignified, if not more courteous manners. 
Attached to the Queen from fimilarity 
of tafte and charadter, he ev^cn exceeded 
her in profufion, expence, and diffipation. 
After having paffed the morning on the 
** Plaine de Sablons," in the drefs and 
occupations of a jockey, he only retired 
from thefe fatigues, to repofe in the arms 

of 
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of Ma<JemoifeUp Coi>tat. His little palacp 
of * ' Bagatelle," in the ** Bpis de Boulogne/* 
W35 »t onee the fcene'of the moft refined 
pnd voluptuous debauch, ancj of the moj^ 
profligate pkafurps^ which luxury could 
4evife or aflemble. Two fons, already 
advancing faft towards m^haody and 
whoijb conflitutions feen>ed to proxniCe v^h 
gorous h^filth^ attnufl;ed the cy^s of the 
nation; and gay? him a manifeft fuper 
riority to the Count de Prpveixce, ^hoip 
marriage had not heen fruitful. The fee- 
ble and debilitated ftate of the Dauphin, 
whofe infir^xiitjes already appeared to 
piienace a pi:emature end, left only the 
Pujke de Nornjtandie, between him an4 
ihe eve^itual fucceffipn to the Qrown, 
Though not endowed with any eminent 
talents, yet, as being of a charadcr 
more decided and affirmative, than eir 
ther the King or the Count de Provence, 
he came ,niqire far ward to -pijiblic view; 
and , by his ^dlfiercnce to the Queen , in/- 
fluepqed very cqnfidfirably \on ,^ffair$ of 
ilate. 

At 
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At d greater diftance from the throhfr, 
but decorated With t|ie title of Firft Prince 
of the Blood, was feen the Duke of Oi"- 
leans. Poflefled of ati irtitttehfe revenue, 
ahd having ih re'^erfioh t\l the donlains of 
his father-in-law, the Duke de Penthievre, 
he might be efteertled fthe rfcheft fubjedt 
ih Europe; His ^eputatioil fbir geiiewfity 
and riiunificehce, bore, hoWeVer, no pro- 
^ition ^ hi* atn'ple Jioffcffionis : On the 
tonti^afy, thbtigh pnofufe itt the gratilita- 
ti^ of his appetites, tie Was accufed by 
the popiilir voice, of an atterttfoh to tlife 
iarts of oeconbmy, ttnXV61rthy of his high 
birth ahi fpJendid fortune, fimulous of 
being thougfht td refembte Itierity th^ 
FouHrh, and the "Regenft Duke of Orleans, 
from both of Which Prihces he derived his 
ddfcent; he hid tiO iStnibritjr to feitheii 
tJcfcept in the foibles wliich Ihiided tlie chft- 
Tafter of the foitaer, anditithe vices Which 
difgtaced the condud of the !attet. The 
l^eneficende, the heroic Valour, and de- 
iiiency of mind, which cha)ra<5lerifed die 
"King of Kavarre, were not to be traced 

in 
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in his degenerate grandfon. The fubltmc 
talents, the military genius, and the va- 
rious endowments of a ftatefman and a 
general, which combined in the Regent, 
were as vainly fought in the Duke of 
Orleans. 

Abandoned to pleafures of every de-< 
fcription, yet had he no elevation nor re- 
finement in his amufements. His per- 
fonal courage, which had fuftained fome 
injury, and excited fome farcaftic com- 
ments, from his behaviour under d'Or- 
villicrs in 1778, had not been retrieved 
by his unpropitious attempt to iignalize 
himfelf, when he accompanied Charles 
and Robert into the air. The malignant 
reflexions, formerly thrown out upon his 
intrepidity as a naval officer, were fol- 
lowed by pafquinades upon his fuppofed 
apprehenfions in the balloon; and he was 
faid to have been as unfortunate in the 
Park of Meudon, where he alighted from 
his aerial excurfion, as he had been at an 
earlier period of his life, in the vicinity 
of the iflands of Ufliant. Notwithftand- 
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ing thefe afperfions and defedls, he yet 
poffefled qualities, which if conduded by 
judgment, might have redeemed him from 
the load of obloquy under which he was 
oppreflcd. Hi s talents were certainly above 
mediocrity; his mind enlarged, his man-- 
ners condefcending and popular, and his 
underftanding cultivated by letters, and an 
cxtenfive acquaintance with mankind. 

He was the only Prince of the Houfe of 
Bourbon, who had ever vifited England in 
perfon ; the Duke d'Alen9on, brother to 
Henry the Third of France, having been 
the laft, who in the profecution of his 
defign to marry Elizabeth, had paffed ever 
into thefc kingdoms* The diforders in 
the finances, and the defperatc, or arbi- 
trary meafures, to which the Court was 
neceffitated perpetually to have recourfe, 
in order to raife new loans and obtain fup« 
plies, had given the Duke of Orleans an 
occafion. of which he gladly availed him- 
felf, to regain his long loft popularity* 
To this public and oftenfible caufe of his 
ftlicnation from the Court, were added 
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fome private mifunderftandings which h^ 
their Origin in the interference of the 
Queen, to prevent an alliance which was 
projedted, between the eldeft fon of the 
Count d*Artois, and the daughter of the 
Duke of Orleans : a marriage, which it 
was more than poflible, might eventually 
elevate the youi^ Princcfs to the Throne 
of France. Animated and ftimulated by 
thefe motives, he feemed to awake from 
the diflblute pleafurcs in which he had. 
been plunged, and to affume the more 
dignified and ingratiating chara<5ler, of an 
oppofcr of defpotifm,. and a proted:or of* 
the people. This change of condudt foon 
produced its full efFedk ; and he pafled 
with the moi!l rapid tranfition, from the 
conlempt and reprobation of the inhabit* 
nts of Paris, to the heighth of favour 
and general attachment. 

Such was the afpedt which the Court of 
Verfailles prefcnted at the commencement 
of the year 1787, and fuch were the prin- 
cipal characters and perfonages of which it 
^ was compofed. The fources of difcontent,. 
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and even of revolt and infurredion^ were 
numerous and augmenting. The ordinary 
chanilels of revenue were either dried 

m 

Up, or had become inadequate to the 
exigencies of the Covemment. Recourfe 
was therefore relu<9:antl)r had, to other 
modes of obtaining fupplies ; and the con- 
vocation of the ** Notabks" was propofed 
by Calonne^ to tlie King, and adopted 
immediately, as the «nly remaining ex- 
pedient. 

In thefe critical circumftances of per- 
plexity and diftrefs, Vergennes, whofe 
high reputation and fuperior talents, had 
hitherto diiRifed a luftre over the councils 
of France, and alone fuftained the totter- 
ing load of public credit and national gran- 
deur: this celebrated Miniiler, the fucceffor 
of Maurepas, and who, fince his death, 
had during eight years, held the firft place 
in the Adminiftration, was removed by 
death from a fcene, to which all his abi- 
lities would probably have been fqund un- 
equal. Fortunate in his alliances^ in his 
wars, in his negociations, in his acquifi^ 
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tion of fame, in the enjoyment of th* 
royal favour and the popular opinion ; ho 
was yet more happy, in not furviving thefe 
frail and uncertain poffcffions. Unlike to 
Louvoisand toFlcury, he neither forfeited 
the affedlion of his Sovereign, nor outlived 
his own talents and capacity. Admiredy 
tegretted, and lamented, his death feemed 
to be the fignal, whichunloofed the jSrring 
elements of civil oommotion, and which 
marked the aera of the extindtion of tran- 
quillity and obedience. 

The difmiffion of Calonne followed in 
a few weeks ; and the elevation of an ec- 
clefiaftic, the Archbifhop of Touloufe, to 
the fupreme controul of the finances, 
whatever expe<ftations it might at firft 
awaken, of alleviation and redrefs, only 
tended in the event to aggravate the na-? 
tional calamities, and to encreafe the po- 
pular difcontent. New fyftems, equally 
unproductive as the preceding, and only 
calculated for temporary relief, afforded 
neither a remedy to the prefTing necefSties 
of the court, nor to the clamorous griev* 
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ftnces of the people. The •* Notabks'* 
were found to be equally incompetent and 
averfe, to adduce any cure for thefe mul« 
tiplied diflempers of the ftate. They were 
therefore diflfol Ved ; and the nation already 
began to demand an aflembly of the •* States 
•• General," as the laft and only meafure, 
competent to extricate and retrieve them» 
from the danger of impending bankruptcy 
and ruin. 

But the troubles and internal feuds of 
the Dutch conlnion wealth, which had been 
long nourifhed and fed by the political 
liberality of the cabinet of Verfailles; which 
had grown up under the foftering hand 
of Vergennes, and which a feries of 
deep and artful negociations had inflamed 
and augmented, how approached rapidly 
to their crifis. Never could they have at- 
tained to their maturity, at a more inauf« 
picious moment for France; and never was 
the triumph of fortune over the machi« 
nations of policy, more confpicuoufly ex- 
emplified. 

WiUiam 
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William the Fifth, Prince of OrMge^ 
jpoiSefTed the Stadtholderate of the United 
Provinces. Allied by name^ rather than 
by blood, to the great Houfe of NafTau,' 
fo fertile in heroes and in legiflatofs, few 
tracer of the fublime qualities which have 
rendered that family immortal, were to 
be difcovered in their fucceffor. But, in 
the Princefs his wife, fprung from the 
union of the Houfes of Brandenburg and 
Naflau, the chara^eriftic energy of both 
was vifible. Driven out of the Provincef 
c( Holland, by the indignities and infults 
with which the republican fadion had 
treated the Prince, whom they had com* 
pelled to i^etire to Nimeguen ; (he had 
the courage to fct out for the Hague, 
and, unattended by any guards, to traverfe 
a hoftile country, in the hope of adjufting, 
by her prefence, addrefs, and flexibility, 
the points in difpute between her hufband 
and the States. In this arduous and deli^ 
€^tt attempt (he was fruftrated^ and even 
her perfon laid under an arreft, by the 
brutality of one of the military officers, 

in 



( 79 ) 

in the fervicc of the Republic. Obliged 
to abandon her projedl, and to return to 
Nimeguen, (he invoked the protedlion and 
ijffiftance of the King of Pruffia, to re- 
inftate the exiled Stadtholder in the here- 
ditary dignities and offices of which he had 
been fo unjuftly and unconftitutionally de- 
prived. It was not to her uncle that fhe 
addrefled tliefe entreaties. The great Fre-» 
derick was no .more ; he had paid the com- 
mon tribute to mortality, and had expired 
at Potzdam in Auguft 1786, under the 
accumulating weight of age and difeafes. 
But, though he no longer animated in per- 
fon the councils of Berlin, the vigour of his 
genius furvived ; it feemed even to have 
attained new force in the hands of a Sove- 
reign, whofe more adlive period of life, 
led him to adopt meafures of decifion, and 
whofe near relationfliip to the Princefs of 
Orange, ftimulated him to warmer exertions 
in her behalf. 

The jund:ure was favourable to the 
Pruffian interpofition; and England, un- 
der the auipices of a Minifter, prompt to 

feize 



( 8o ) 

feize theoccafion of again re-appearing with 
dignity and efFc6l on the Continent, avow- 
edly joined and aided the attack, upon the 
enemies of the Houfe of Orange. An army 
of about fifteen thoufand men, commanded 
by the firft mihtary genius in Europe, 
the Duke of Brunfwick, entered the ter- 
ritories of the States -General, in September 
1787, and over- ran with the fame ra» 
pidity, that Louis the Fourteenth had 
done, in the laft century, the province of 
Holland. Amfterdam itfelf, the centre of 
difafFeAion, and the laft afylum of the 
French and republican factions, after a 
ihort and ineflPedlual ftruggle, capitulated, 
and received the conqueror. A complete, 
but almoft bloodlefs revolution was ef- 
fedled; and the Hague, fo long a prey to 
difcord and to animofity, faw the Stadt- 
holder return, and occupy his high ftation, 
with every expreffion of loyalty and at- 
tachment, 

France, embarrafled and incapable, from 
her domeftic misfortunes, of interfering, 
either with honour to herfelf or efficacy to 

her 
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her friends, though ihe appeared to make 
a feeble effort in their favour, yet ulti- 
mately gave way to the ftorm, and con- 
fented to difarm; nay more, publicly to 
deny her having ever intended to fuftain 
that party, in whofe fupport fhe had ex- 
pended her treafures, and for whom, in 
more aufpicious aeras, flie would have in- 
• volved Europe in blood and hoftility. The 
high reputation which fo fignal a fuccefs 
refledled on the councils of Great Britain, 
was contrafted and rendered more fplcij- 
did, by a comparifon with the fallen ilate 
of her ancient rival, who, only, a few 
years preceding thcfe events, in conjundion 
with America, had feemed to give laws 
in every quarter of the globe. The energy 
and wife precaution of the Minifter did 
not, however, remit its vigilance, or con- 
tent itfelf with having liberated the Dutch 
Republic, and reinftated the Stadtholder. 
Attentive to profit of this fortunate and 
propitious moment, and to avail himfelf 
of the gratitude, with which the affiftancc 
extended to Holland had equally impreifed 
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the GovemnttQt and the peoplet he ceM> 
mented thofe fentiments, by imnifidiately 
framing, and cventmlly concluding a dc- 
fenfive treaty with the United Provinoes* 
It was figoed in April 1788, and was 
evidently built on the model of that, which 
had been terminated under the aufpices 
of Vergennes, between France and HoU 
land, towards the cloCe of the year 1785. 
Reciprocal fuccours, naval and military, 
were ftipiilated; and the bands of poli^ 
tical union were drawn as clofe, as hu^ 
tnan wifdom and mutual inteieft could 
devife. 

This alliance, fb much approved, and 
fo highly beneficial to England^ was ifiic^ 
ceeded by a iecond, iimilar in its tenor* 
nature, and tendency, between the Courtf 
of St. Jamies's and Berlin, which was oir 
tified in the month of Auguft of die ikmt 
year. They had been preoeded by a lub«- 
ifidiary treaty, between Ei^Iand and the 
landgrave of Heife, which enabled tfap 
Ibimer power^ on the payment of a cor*- 
itain annual fum, to demand £(t)m the 
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latter, at a very Ihort notice, ^ t^y of 
twelve thoufand troops. 

Thus, in the fpacc of only four fears, 
which might be faid to have elapfed fince 
the complete triumph of the Sovereign and - 
thp nation over the '* Coalition," had Great 
Britain, under the condudt of a Miniftcr, 
who had not yet attained his thirtieth year, 
rifen from a ftate of unexampled depreffion, 
to her ancient fuperiority among the Eu* 
ropean kingdoms. The finances had been 
re-eftablifhed, by a fyftem of unremitting 
and fevere oeconomy. Commerce, aidecf 
and emancipated by the wife regulations 
of an enlarged policy, opened n^w fources, 
and navigated feas hitherto unknqwn or 
phexplored, in the profecution qf its ob- 
jed:s. Public credit attained a point of 
elevation and permanence, unparalleled 
fince the commencement of the unfo^t^nate 
war with America. The councils of 
England, conduced on principles, not of. 
a crooked duplicity^ but of redlitude and 
magnanimity, excited r^fpe<3: and appro-r 
bfttion ki the furroi^nding ftates, - while 
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they diflfufed profperity and felicity over 
every part of the ifland. 

Political alliances, and connexions on the 
Continent, added the profped of ftability 
to every meafure which was calculated for 
internal fecurity or cominercial advantage. 
The calamities of Lo^d North's Adminif*- 
tration, and the anarchy which fucceeded 
that unfortunate period ; the defalcation of 
Thirteen Provinces, and of both the Flo- 
ridas, from the empire; the difgraces of 
Saratoga, and of the Chefapeake; the tu- 
mults, and conflagration of London: in a 
\yord, the varied and accumulated misfor- 
tunes which, for a long feries qf years, op- 
preffed, and had almoft overwhelmed the 
Commonwealth, were already erafed from 
the recolledtion. A mild and happy calni 
had fmoothed thcfe troubled waves. The 
Sovereign was defervedly dear to every 
rank and order of his fubjeds, who united 
in regarding him as their father and be^ 
nefadtor. The Government, beloved at 
home, was refpe^cfted abroad j and the 
people, happy beyond the example oi 
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former times, looked up with equal af-* 
fbiftion and veneration, towards the fource 
of thefe multiplied benefits. 

But in the midft of this flattering af- 
pe£): of afi^irs, an unexpected and difaftrous 
change was preparing to manifeft itfelf, 
which no human prudence could have 
forcfeen, or precautions delayed. We were 
deflined to experience, in its fuUeft extent, 
the mutability of fortune, and the fra-r 
gility of greatnefsj to hold put a memo- 
rable lelTon to our own, and to future 
times, that the fplendpr and felicity of 
man, however folid the foundations on 
which they may feem to repofe, are in 
the hands of a fuperior Being, who con- 
fers, or withdraws them in an inftant. I 
am arrived at that awful and afFe<5ting pe- 
riod, wh^n the feelings of all thofe who 
fliall perufe thefe iheets, will anticipate 
my own; and which, from a variety of 
motives, I Ihould wifli to cover under a 
veil of oblivion, if the publicity of the 
great leading fads, and f^ill more, if the in- 
ftruftion conveyed by the narration itfelf^ 
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a6 one of the moft interefting p6rtk>n8 of 
modem annals, did not fuperfede my per- 
fonal inclinations. It is not, however, ei« 
ther in my plan or my intention* to relate 
the private hiftory of that extraordinary 
period ; of to drag into day-light fa(3:s and 
anecdotes, which, curious and entertaining 
as they muft appear to poflerity, are, in 
every fetife, unfit for the pemfal of the 
prefent age. Sentiments of duty, deli- 
f:acy, and refpedit, towards a Prince inex-« 
preiTibly dear to his people; towards 9 
Qyeert who, during near thirty years, an4 
in every relation of dpmeftip life, has^eet) 
blamelefs and exemplary ; tpwards thofc 
illuftrious perfons, pp whpm the fceptre of 
George the Third muft, in the ordinary 
progrefs of ^yents, at fpme future, and, as 
we truft, far diftant period, devolve: even 
motives of prudence, decorum, and pro- 
priety, arreft my pen; and prevent me from 
fhading a pidure, the outline only of which 
it is either wife or neceffary, to hold up 
to the public eye, placed as we are fo neay 
the object 
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Tht very nature of the fubjed^ is, in- 
deed, fuch as to add peculiar embarralTf 
ments, to thofe general ones, which prefent 
themfelves in the way of every man, who 
(hall venture to relate the trapfac^ions of 
the tioie in which he lives, and of which 
he forms himfelf, though an ioiperceptible, 
yet a real and efiicient part. Nor is it ^ven 
a fufficient juftification or inducement tp 
undertake fuch a ta(k, that the mild genius 
of the century in which we write, pr th? 
freedom which enables us to didtate with^ 
out apprehenfion^ appear to liberate u| 
from every reftraint, There are feelings 
in a generous mind, anterior to all written 
law, and far fuperior in their operation to 
thofe regulations^ which are impofed by 
Courts of Judicature, or legiflative bodies. 
It is to thefe reilriftions that I Ihall fubjedt 
my pen, while the great chain of event$ 
may yet be prefented to the Englifh people, 
and die fidelity of hiilorical tr^ith be pre«- 
ierved inviolate. ** Vt^ non modo cafuf , 
^ventufque rerum, qui plemmque fortuiti 
iimtf fed ratio etiam, caulfeque nofcantur/* 
Like the fublime writer whom I have juft 
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cited, Irid who fiouri(hed undef the golden 
reign of Trajan, we too, ** rara tempofum 
felicitate, ubi fentire quae velis, et qu« 
fencias dicere licet,^*may,unawed by power, 
affix the fentiment of approbation and of 
cenfure, in conformity to. our own con- 
viction. Such is equally my defign and my 
determination. But it is only for thofe, 
who can elevate their minds above the 
little partialities and prejudices of the day, 
that it belongs to appreciate the perform- 
ance of this promife; and to decide, how 
far the prefent Work may venture to lay 
claim to any portion of Roman energy 
and freedom; or how far the immortal 
writings of antiquity would be fullied and 
degraded, by a comparifon with this pro- 
duction. 

It is not cafy to imagine or to parallel, 
in the hiftory of the prefent century, a pe- 
riod of more perfe<5t ferenity, than that which 
England prefented in the autumn of 1788. 
The King, accompanied by the Queen j 
and furrounded by his family, after hav- 
ing tried the effe<3:s of a relaxation from 
public bufinefs, and of the medicinal 

waters 



waters of Cheltenham, had returned .to 
Windfor ; not indeed in a ftate of vigo- 
rous health, but by no means in any fuch 
declining ftate of indifpofition, as to ex- 
cite alarm among his fubjeiSs. The Prince 
of Wales, as ufual, paffed the fummer at 
his Marine Pavilion at Brighthelmftone. 
Mr, Pitt, occupied in the functions of 
his ftation, was detained in the vicinity 
of the capital; while Mr. Fox, whofe 
faculties of body and mind had been not 
a little exercifed and cxhaufted, by a toil- 
feme attendance in Covent Garden^ dur- 
ing the extreme heats of Auguft, which 
Ivas thought requifite to fecure the eledlion 
of Lord John Townfhend* as member for 
Wcftminfter ; indulged a degree of necef- 
fary rcpofe, and withdrew for a fhort time 
from th€ hurry of political life^ He 
quitted England, and repaired to Swit- 
zerland and Italy, as a fcene calculated to 
amufe and entertain, while it reftored and 
invigorated a conftitution, impaired by 
conftant exertion^ The great leaders of 
Miniftry and Oppofition, having laid afide 

N their 



( 90 ) 

• 

their political animofities, were difperfed 
in peaceful inactivity, over every part of 
the kingdom. From this ftate of public 
recreation and felicity, the nation was 
rudely and fuddenly awoke, by the re- 
ports of his Majefty being attacked with an 
unexpected and dangerous illnefs. The 
precife nature of it was for feveral days 
unafcertained and unexplained, even to 
thofe whofe refidencc near the Court, 
fhould have enabled them to obtain early 
and authentic information. Meanwhile, 
fame augmented the evil, and the death of 
the Sovereign was believed to have either 
already taken place, or to be imminent or 
inevitable* 

The grief and diftraCtion which were 
manifeited in every part of the ifland, on 
the publication of this calamitous event, 
can only be compared with that of the 
Roman people, on the news of Germanicus 
being feized with mortal fymptoms at 
Antioch; as the diftrefsful iituation of 
the Queen, bore fome refemblancc to 
that of Agrippina* ** Paffim filentia et 
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gemitus, nihil compofitum ia oftenta- 
tionem; et quanquam neque iniignibus 
lugentium abftinerent, altius animis moe- 
rebant.** Time, however, gradually di- 
vulged the truth, and changed the appre- 
henfions of the nation for the iituation 
of the King. His diforder was underftood 
to have fallen upon the brain, and to have 
produced, as might be expelled, a tem- 
porary privation of reafon. As the caufe' 
of this alienation of mind was extraneous 
and violent, it might be hoped, that it 
could only be of fliort duration ; but the 
iffue was uncertain, while the fufpenfion 
of all government, and of every function 
attached to the kingly dignity, was im- 
mediate and indifputable. A fpecies of 
interregnum, in fa<5l took place; though 
unaccompanied by any of thofe circum- 
ilances, which ufually characSterize and ac- 
company that unfortunate ftate. The king- 
dom, anxious, and with eyes diredbed towards 
their Sovereign, betrayed no fymptoms of 
confufion, anarchy, or civil commotion. 
The Firft Minifler continued to cxcrcife, 
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by a general fubmiflion and confent, the 
powers delegated to him before the King's 
indifpofition; and the political machine, 
well conftrudled, and properly organized, 
fuftained no derangement or injury what* 
foever from this fhock, except thofe infe- 
parably connected with delay in the tranf* 
actions or'negociations, pending with fo* 
reign courts. 

Meanwhile, the Heir to the monarchy 
had quitted Brighthelmftone, on the firft 
information of his Father's malady, and 
repaired to Windfor, whither he was fol- 
lowed by the Duke of York. Phyficians 
were called in, though ineffedtually; and, 
as the nature of the diftemper and of iu 
final termination, opened a wide field to 
conj^ure, change, and alteration, an ex-- 
prefs was fent to overtake Mr. Fox, in 
whatever part of the Continent he might 
be found ; and to intreat that he would re-r 
turn without delay to England, 

The two Hoyfes of Parliamoat, in con* 
fequence of the preceding prorogation, met 
in a few days fubfequent to thefe extra- 

ordinajy 
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ordinary events. The general agitation and 
curiofity, even if they had not been aided 
by other emotions of hope and fear, of 
ambition, and of public duty, would alone 
have produced a numerous attendance. 
Mr. Pitt opened the fubjedl of their meet- 
ing, in a very concifs and pathetic man** 
iier; lamented the occafion, expreffed his 
hdpe that the caufe would fpeedily be re- 
moved, and, in purfuanceof that idea, ad- 
vifed an immediate adjournment for a fort^ 
night. The proposition was received in 
deep filcnce, by the oppofite fide of the 
Houfe, and affented to in mute acquief^ 
cence. Their leader was not yet arrived; 
«id confequently time was wanted, to ad- 
juft and determine on their plan of adtion, 
under circumflances fo delicate and un- 
precedented. In the interval which took 
place, bis Majefty was removed to the 
palace of Kew. The Prince of Wales re- 
turned to Carlton Houfe; and Mr. Fox, im- 
patiently expeded, after a journey which 
he performed with incredible expedition 
fyxmt Bologna^ in a very infirm and difor- 

dered 



J 



( 94 ) 

dcred fktc of health, arrived in Tendon, and 
afTumed his juft pre-eminence in the coun- 
cils of his party. 

Thofe councils evinced their nature and 
objedt, as foon as their late adjournment 
was at an end ; and Mr. Fox generoufly, 
though perhaps injudicioufly, ftepping for- 
ward in the Senate, rather laid claim to 
the vacant fceptre, in the name and on fhe 
behalf of the Heir Apparent, as belonging 
and devolving to him of right ; than pre- 
ferred his pretenfions with modefty and fub- 
miflion, at the bar of the aifembled nation. 
Perhaps a ftep more injurious -to the Great 
Perfonage whom it was intended to ferve, 
or more pregnant with confequences to be 
deprecated, of every kind, could not have 
been devifed or executed. Perhaps too, 
when time fhall have withdrawn that cur- 
tain, which is ftill ftrctched acrofs thefe 
recent aYid intcrefting events, we may dif- 
cover, that in advancing fo unqualified a 
demand of the Regency, he did not pre- 
cifely follow the didates of his own ele- 
vated mind, and illuminated judgment. 

It 
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It awakened a jealous fpirit of enquiry, 
into the fuppofed origin and foundation of 
that aflerted right, in the breafts even of the 
moft liberal and unprejudiced. It compelled 
Admiriiftration to probe that problematical 
and obfcure part of the Britifli Conftitution. 
It reminded thofe, to whom the writings 
of Shakefpeare were familiar, of that af- 
fe<5ting and pathetic fcene, where Henry 
the Fourth, under a temporary privation 
of his faculties, finds, on his recovery, that 
his eldeft fon has carried away the infignia 
of his royal dignity, which, had he only 
waited a few hours, would have been his 
by devolution;* 

The difcernment- of Mr. Pitt faw, and 
inftantly enabled him to profit of, this er- 
ror in his antagonift. He demanded the dif- 
cuffion and decifion of fo great and leading 
a principle, which led to conclufions un-- 
limited and undefined, as well as fubveriive 
of the tenure, on which a King of Eng- 
land had originally received his Crown j 
previous to any ulterior difpofition and 
diftribution of offices. He was joined 

by 
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by the majority of the Houfe ift this ttf- 
quifition, and thus commenced his refift-* 
ante, under aufpices and circumilances pe^ 
culiarly fortunate. It was in vain that the 
Prince of Wales ^ already rendered fenfiblc 
of the injury which his caufe had fuftained^ 
in Parliament and among the people, by 
Mr. Fox's unqualified claim of right, en- 
deavoured to wave and prevent all further 
difcuilion of fo invidious a fubjedfe. It 
was in vain that the Duke of York, in 
his brother's name, and by his authority,^ 
renounced any fuch afTumption of power^ 
and made this public declaration in the 
Houfe of Lords. Nor was Mr. Fox's 
attempt to qualify his firft aflertion, and 
to give it a more mitigated fenfe, received 
with better fuccefs in the other Houfe ^ 
Parliament, roufed to a fenfe of the nc- 
ceflSty of declaring itfelf folely competent 
to fill the vacant Throne, proceeded to that 
great adt, without circumlocution or dei 
lay; and having pronounced upon this 
important preliminary, then decided, that 
the Prince of Wales ftiould be invited and 

requefled 
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requeftcd to accept the Regency, under 

' certain limitations. . 

The month of December elapfed in[thefe 
contefts, and the year 1789 commenced un- 
der the moft gloomy prefages. Mutual af- 
perity and reproach embittered every debate. 
No appearances of convalefcence or reco- 
very, fo ardently anticipated by the Nation, 
had yet manifefted themfelves in the ma- 
lady of the King. In addition to the keen- 
eft fenfations of private diftrefs, as a mo- 
ther and a wife, the Queen faw herfelf on 
the point of being placed in the moft pain- 
ful, though indifpenfably neceflary iitu- 
ation; that of being entrufted with the care 
of the Royal Perf9n, and of ftanding in a 
fort of rivality and competition to her el- 
deft fon. The Prince, who afpired to a 
Regency, unfettered by any reftridlions, be- 
trayed in his reply to a letter which the Firft 
Minifter addreffed to him, and in which 
the great features of that intended dele- 
gation of the Royal power were delineated, 

, bis warm refentment and diflatisfadion, at 
many of thofe defalcations * He concluded , 

O how- 
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ever, by reludlantly and coldly confenting 
to receive it, curtailed and degraded as it 
might be, by Minifterial or Parliamentary 
diftruft. 

A fecond examination of the phyficians 
who had attended his Majefty during the 
courfc of his diforder, which took place 
before a Committee of the Houfe of 
Commons, and which was certainly not 
conducted on the partof Oppofition, with 
either delicacy or judgment, tended to 
throw very little light on the great objed: 
of public enquiry; the probable duration 
and period of this afflidiing malady. Mr. 
Pitt conftantly and warmly maintained, the 
probability of its happy termination; and 
regarding it as neither diftant nor hope- 
lefs, made the refumption of the Royal 
power by the Sovereign with facility and 
celerity, as foon as he ftiould be enabled 
to wield the fceptre, the firft and leading 
principle of all his meafures and propo- 
iitions. 

The adherents ot the Prince of Wales, 
faw the profpedt of his Father's recovery 

through 
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through a very different medium, and con- 
ceived of it not only as [improbable, but 
as hourly augmenting in that improba- 
bility. They were fuftained in this opi- 
nion by Warren; as the Minifter was con- 
firmed in his oppofite fentiment, by Willis: 
two phyficians, on whofe contradictory 
prognoftics and apprehenfions each party 
implicitly relied. The former, at the 
fummit of his profeffion, and. unqueftion- 
ably poffeffed of great medical (kill, was 
yet accufed by the public voice, of leaning 
in his inclination towards the party of the 
Prince. The latter, brought from a dif- 
tant province, to attend the Sovereign un- 
der his fevcre diforder, and having been 
peculiarly converfant in that fpecies of dif- 
ciafe, boldly and early afferted, that he 
entertained fcarcely any doubts of the 
King's perfe(3: re-eftabli<hment, at no re- 
mote period. The event fullyjuftified his 
prediction. 

Meanwhile, the introduction of the pro- 
pofitions, upon which the Regency Bill 
was meant to be founded, and the re- 
ftriCtions intended to be impofed, upon the . 

O a power 
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pbwer of the future Regent, which were 
brought forward by the Firft Minifter in 
the Houfe of Commons, carried the rage 
and virulence of party to its utmoft height. 
The negation of the power of creating 
Peers ; the nomination of a council to aflift 
the Queen; and the complete refervation 
of the Royal Houfehold, were all arraigned 
and condemned in the warmeft terms, by 
Mr. Fox, as didtated only by ambition, 
and not originating in ftate-neceffity, or 
even in regard to the fituation of the Mo- 
narch. The hiftory of France, under the 
unhappy reign of Charles the Sixth, was 
cited, as bearing a manifefl refemblancc 
to the prefent difaflrotis period; and a 
Queen, equally venerated and beloved by 
the nation, was compared to the unna- 
tural Ifabella of Bavaria; as her fon the 
Dauphin's abandoned and perfecutcd Hate, 
was afferted to be fimilar to that of the 
Prince of Wales. 

Unmoved by thefe invedlives, and fuf- 
tained by confcious reditude of intention, 
the Minifter fteadily purfued his way: nor 
was he, in this critical and diftreffing mo- 
ment. 



{ 101 ) 

mcnt, deferred by either Houfe of Par- 
liament. TheChancellor, who, at the com- 
mencement of the King's illnefs, had been 
fuppofcd to have liftened to propofals for 
forming k part of a new Adminiftration ; 
anxious to evince the falfehood of fo unjuft 
an afperfion, and to give the moft unequi- 
vocal proofs of loyalty and of adherence 
to his Sovereign, under the prefent circum- 
ftances, collected all the energy of his mind, 
in the various appeals, which he fuccefs- 
fully made, to the honour and patriotifm 
of the Houfe of Lords. 

In this ftage of the public bufinefs, at a 
monient when the King's fituation appeared 
mioft to exclude hope, and while the Houfe 
of Commons were fully occupied, in fram- 
ing the principal component parts of the 
adt,. which was to eftablifh the Regency, 
Mr. Fox withdrew from the fcene, and 
<|uitting London, retired to Bath. His dis- 
ordered ftate of health was afligned as a 
pretext for this feceffion, at fo extraordinary 
and critical a jiinifture ; but the Public con- 
ceived the motives of it to originate, in 
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ycry diffei'ent caufes. DiiTention and jca- 
loufy had already pervaded the counfcls of 
Carlton Houfe. The diftribution of oflSces 
under the appjrpaching Regency, had pro* 
duced alienation among the chiefs. An 
interior Cabinet, different in its views, and 
oppofite in its dbjeas, to the great often-* 
iible leaders of the party attached to the 
Prince of Wales, had fet up a feparate 
ftandard^and formed adiftin<3: intereft. Dif* 
ference of opinion had manifefted itfelf, 
upon fome very delicate and perfonal points. 
Cabal and intrigue had penetrated into the 
clofet. His Royal Highncfs was generally 
fuppofed to have experienced difficulties, 
if not peremptory refufal§ of gratifying his 
wiihes, on the part of the Duke of Port* 
land; and that, in relation to perfons and 
things, peculiarly near his heart. 

Thefe numerous fources of difunion 
were ftillj however, in fome meafure, con- 
cealed froni view, by their v^ nature^ and 
the mutual intereft or honour of the par- 
ties themfelves. The gre^t afts of parlia- 
mentary legiflation proceeded, and were 

nearly 
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nearly approaching to their termination. 
A very Ihort period, probably not exceed- 
ing three days, muft.have completed the 
bill, which was to declare the incapacity 
of the Sovereign to ccmdudl the national 
affairs, and to transfer the fceptre, though 
with diminiflied influence^ to hisfon. The 
members of Adminiftration were on tlie 
point of rcfigning their charges, and the 
new Miniftry, already fettled, prepared to 
enter on office : wljilc the Englifli people^ 
fondly attached by every fetife of loyalty 
and afFeftion, to their Monarch, as well as 
from gratitude and efteem to the Firft 
Minifter, in dejection and'filence looked 
on, and faw the Government transferred 
to others, 'who, whatever abilities they 
might coUediively poffefs, certainly nei- 
ther merited nor enjoyed, the general 
approbation and confidence. 

But the term of interregnum and mif- 
fortune was now arrived; and the im- 
pending calamity, which had menaced 
England with all the evils of a Regency, 
far.more to be deprecated and dreaded than 

thofe. 
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thofCf from which the country had efcaped 
in 1784, was fuddcnly and unexpedledly 
diilipated. The diforder, under which 
the King had fufFered during three months, 
and whofe violence had hitherto appeared 
to baffle all medical fkill and exertion, 
gradually, but rapidly, fubfided. Sanity, 
of mind and reafon refumed their feat, 
and left no trace of their temporary fub«- 
verfioQ. Time confirmed the cure, and 
xeftored to his fubjeds a Prince, rendered 
fupremely and peculiarly dear to them, by 
the recent profpedt and apprehenfion of his 
]ofs« The vifion of a Regency faded and 
difappeared, as the Sovereign came for« 
ward to public view, and was totally ex- 
tinguifhed by his refumption of all the 
regal fun^ions. 

The demonftrations of national joy, 
far exceeded aijy recorded in the Engliih 
annals, and were probably more real 
and unfeigned, than ever were offered 
on fimilar occafioni. It was not only 
that a King, beloved and refpedied, was 
.recovered from the moft affli<5ting of 
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all fituations incident to humanity, and 
enabled to re-afccnd the throne. Senti- 
ments of difapprobation and of general con- 
demnation, affixed to the meafures and con- 
dudl of the oppofite party, heightened thb 
emotions of pleafure, by a comparifon with 
that ftate, from which the kingdom had 
been {o fortunately delivered. No efforts 
of defpotifm, or mandates of abfolute 
power, could have produced the illumina- 
tions, which the Capital exhibited in tefli* 
mony of its loyalty^ and thefe proofs of 
attachment were renewed, and even aug- 
mented, on the occafion of his Majefly^s 
iirfl appearance in public, and his folemn 
proceffion to St. Paul's, to return thanks 
to Heaven for his recovery. Serenity and 
tranquillity, fo long banilhed, refumed their 
place, and foon effaced the recolledlion of 
a calamity, not more awful and alarming 
in its appearance and progrefs, than fpeedily 
and happily extinguifhed. 

The attention of Europe, which had been 
fo powerfully attra<9:ed towards England, 
during the continuance of the fcvere indif- 

P pofitiori 
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pofition of George the Third, was now to 
be diredted to another objeift, fcarcely lefs 
produdtive of change, afnd big with the 
moft important confequences. France, fo 
lohg inured to fervitude, and only tracing 
the exiftence of her liberties, in the page 
of forgotten hiftorians, or antiquaries; 
whofe fetters, originally impofed by Rich- 
lieu, and ftrengthencd by Mazarin, had 
been rivetted by the lapfe of near two cen- 
turies ; by the proud tyranny of Louis the 
Fourteenth, and by the profligate defpotifm 
of his fucceffor : France, ftimulated by the 
writings of genius and philofophy, which, 
in defiance of arbitrary power, have illu- 
minated and dignified the prefent age, af- 
pired to freedom. The weaknefs of the 
Sovereign ; the incapacity or timidity of his 
Minifters ; the exhaufted ftate of the Trea- 
sury and Finances; the unexampled and 
pertinacious oppofition of the Parliament 
of Paris, to regifter, or fandlion the Royal 
edi(5ts for the impofition of new taxes ; the 
failure of the har veils, and confequent aug- 
mentation in the price of bread : all thfe 

cpn- 
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concurring circumftances contributed to 
produce and accelerate a Revolution. 

The various Parliaments of the kingdom, 
in terms of energy and firmnefs, to which 
they had been long difufed, clamoroufly 
demanded the immediate convocation of 
the ** States General/' as the only confti- 
tutional, or adequate remedy to the dif- 
tempers of the State. They adhered to 
this rcquifition, not only in defiance of the 
difpleafure of the Crown, which was ma- 
nifefted by the banifhment of the Parlia- 
ment of Paris, to Troyes in Champagne; 
but in oppofition to their own eflential 
interefts, and even eventual ex iftence. The 
nobility, attached by fo many ties to the 
Sovereign, and thanatural fupporters of his 
prerogative; irritated at the attempt made 
by Calonne, and perfifted in by the Arch- 
biihop of Touloufe, to deprive them of 
their exemption from the projed:cd land- 
tax, or ** impot territorial," joined the? 
courts of judicature in their refufal to re- 
gifter the meafures propofed, and fdrfbofc 
their hereditary maxims of policy, to adopt 

P « the 
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tke popular party. The irrcfolute condu<5i^ 
of the Firft Miniftcr, under thefe delicate 
and trying circumftances, invigorated and 
emboldened the enemies of Government ; 
and the fpirit of remonftrance, complaint, 
and menace, diffeminated with induftry, 
became daily more general and alarming. 

The Archbifhop, after many inefficient 
or unfuccefsful plans for the r^-eftablilh'* 
ment of the finances, and fome iU-con- 
ceived exertions of feverity and power 
againft his opponents, felt himfelf un- 
equal to combat the gathering ftorm of na- 
tional indignation i and retiring from a 
fituation of danger and eminence, aban- 
doned his mafter to the mercy of events. 
He even quitted France, and paffed the 
Alps into Italy; as Calonne, under fimilar 
expreffions of general refentment, had done 
in the preceding year : when finding the 
Royal protection withdrawn, and already 
impeached by the Parliament of Paris, he 
retreated firft into Holland, and from thence 
croffed the fea to England. In this per-^ 
plexed fituation, Louis the Sixteenth, com-* 
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pelled to difmifs one Miniftcr, and far- 
fakenby another; furrounded with cmbar- 
raflments, and having only a choice of 
evils; confcious that the very foundations 
of the throne and monarchy were crumbling 
under his feet; endowed with no talents or 
great qualities, which might enable him to 
fuftain his own dignity, coerce his fubjedls, 
or rcftore order and energy in the public 
affairs; alarmed and tejrrified at the de-« 
monftrations of difcontent which appeared 
in the capital, and the provinces: under the 
preiTure of thefe various confiderations and 
apprehcnfions, he embraced the rcfolution 
of meeting the wiQics of the nation; and» 
if driven to the laft neceffity, of laying the 
diftrefles of the Crown before the Reprc- 
fentatives of the People. 

Neckar, who had conduced the finances^ 
during the profecution of the late war with 
England, and who had attained a very un-* 
merited degree of popularity fincc his dif* 
miffion from office^ was reinftated in his 
employment of Comptroller General. The 
avowed enemy of Calonne, wham be ac- 

cufed 
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cufed of peculation and malverfation, he 
had appealed to the Public by various con- 
troverfial writings, defamatory of that Mi- 
nifler, and tending to criminate him as a 
defaulter, in the eyes of France and of all 
Europe. The famous ** Compte rendu 
au Roi'* in 178 1 , in which he laid open to 
his own Sovereign, and to all mankind, the 
expenditure, revenue, and refources of his 
country, may be regarded not only as an 
unprecedented difclofure of the hitherto 
facred and unrevcaled arcana of the French 
monarchy; but as having operated, much 
beyond the immediate and oftenfible pre- 
text of his own juftification, by awakening 
and diredling the reflexions of every clafs 
of men, towards the profufe diftribution 
of the public treafure. 

Simple in his exterior, and decent in his 
manners, Neckar attained the fame of dif- 
intereftednefs and probity. Equally repub- 
lican in birth and in principles, he flat- 
tered by thefe circumftances, the prevail- 
ing fpirit and genius of the times. Avow-* 
cdly odious to the party of the Queen, and 
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of the Count d'Artois, he could hardly 
be fuppofed to poffefs the real confidence 
or attachment of the King, who had only 
been driven by his own diftrefs, and the 
current of popular favor, to have recourfe 
to his affiftance and fervices. Deficient in 
all the^ effential qualities of a great Minifter, 
and ignorant of thofe enlarged principles of 
taxation and revenue, which were alone 
competent to the extrication of fo vaft a 
monarchy as France, he fupplied thefe de- 
fers, by little arts and narrow projedls, 
adapted to the exigencies of the day. In the 
Canton of Bern, his talents might have en- 
titled him to refped, and they would have 
been in their proper fphere. An able arith- 
metician, but a feeble ftatefman, he only 
appeared in the firft ftation of finance, to 
evince how inadequate were his abilities, to 
that dangerous elevation ; and after vainly 
attempting to fuflain an ill-founded repu- 
tation, he has now retired to oblivion, un- 
lamented, and almoft unnoticed by that 
nation, among whom he was fb . lately 
idolized. 

Although 
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Although the recall and nomination of 
Ncckar, appeared to give 'general fatisfac** 
tion, and awakened the hopes of his nu--' 
merous and fanguine admirers, yet thefe 
iymptonis of approbation gradually fub* 
iided. The temporary effedl of his name, 
in raifing the public credit, produced no 
permanent or beneficial confequence. 
Languor and debility charadlerized every 
operation of finance ; and Government 
became lefs competent to refift the en- 
croachments of the people, in proportion 

9 

as its embarraflment multiplied. Paris, 
rendered clamorous by the high price of 
grain, and attributing this fcarcity, more to 
the arts of monopoly, and even to the 
indire<^ interference of the Court, in per- 
mitting the exportation of com, than to 
any deficiency in the produ(9:ions of the 
earth, proceeded to adls of violence, bor- 
dering on infurrediion. The introdudlioa 
pf a body of military forces into the capital^ 
quelled, not without a confiderable efr 
fufiori of blood, thefe firfl: fymptoms of 
revolt, and reftored a degree of tranquillity 
mid fubmiflion, 

Notwith- 
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NotWlthftanding this appaitnt check 
to the fpirit of popular innovation, every 
circumftance tended to evince, that the 
nunierous fubjcds of complaint on the 
fide of the People, could not be extin* 
guiihed, by any expedient fhort of uncon<i» 
ditional fubnriiflion on the part of the 
Crown ; or of an appeal to the fword, if 
the former meafute Ihould be thought too 
degrading, for a Prince born in the purple, 
and accuftomed to regard his power as un* 
limited and irrefiftible. The naked and 
unproteded Majefty of the throne, no 
longer environed, as under Louis the Four^ 
teenth, by a fplendid houfehold, and the 
pomp of royalty, formed a veiy inefficient 
barrier againft a nation, enthufiaftic in their 
demands of a conftitutioHj andwhofeemed 
to be determined to feize the favourable 
moment, for curtailing the odious preroga* 
tive, of iffuing ** Letters de Cachet,**and of 
raifing fupplies.by arbitrary mandate. The 
levities and profufion of the Queen; the 
haughty tone, which was affumed by the 
CQunt d'Artois on feveral occafions ; and 
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the fuppofed fubfcrvience of the King to 
his wife and brother, encrcafed the phrenzy 
for reformation, and added to the general 
cffcrvefcence. Yielding with ungracious 
reludlance, to thefe manifeftations of the 
approaching ftorm, the King confented ta 
adopt the humiliating and unwelcon)?e ad- 
vice, offered by his Minifter, of convoking 
the States General at Verfailles : but, at 
the fame time, ftimulated to refiftance 
by his own feelings, as well as by the 
exhortations of thofc, who were continually 
near his perfoUt he began to prepare for 
extremities, and to affcmble forces. 

TheDukeof Orleans, who, at an early 
preriod of the prefent troubles, had been 
ordered to retire to his feat at Reinfy, o» 
iaccoun^ of the adive part which he had 
taken in oppefition to the Government, had 
obtained, from the lenity or indulgence of 
the Court, permiflion to i«vifit Paris ► 
Lefs fenfible to this mark of favour, than 
irritated by thfe aft of fe verity which pre- 
ceded it, he determined on revenge, and 
embraced with ardor the popular caufe*. 
His high quality,, and near alliance to 

the 
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the Sovereign ; his immenfe revenues ; his 
central fituation at the ** Palais Royal/* in 
the heart of the metropolis ; his numerous 
connexions, and extenfive influence: this 
combination of circumftances, enabled him 
to become a very dangerous and formidable 
opponent to the Crown, in its prefent 
fallen and debilitated ftate. He probably did 
not apprehend the extremities, to which his 
own intrigues might conduft a tumultuous 
affembly; or he might fallacioufly con- 
ceive, that he ihould always be able to 
diredt its operations, and to fuperintend its 
movements. It is even poflible, as his 
enemies affert, that the flattering profpeiSt 
of the Regency, which already opened it- 
felf to his ambitioni as neither a remote nor 
improbable event, conduced to determine 
his line of action, and to prevent him 
from feeing the precipices, with wKich fuch 
a purfuit was furrounded. He was eledted 
a member of the States General, for Crepy 
in Valois, and took his feat in the Aflembly* 
This extraordinary convocation of all 
the orders of the kingdom, which had 
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not been fummoncd fince the Regency of 
Mary of Medicis, and whofe very cX"- 
iftence feemed to have been annihilated » by 
three long reigns of arbitrary power, was 
opened with the utmoft folemnity by Louis 
the Sixteenth, affifted by the Princes of 
the Blood, and accompanied with all the 
external fplendor, becoming fo auguft a 
ceremony. Many fources of internal dif- 
cord and confufion, almofl inevitable from 
the competition, and oppofite preteniions or 
intereft, of the Nobility, Clergy, and Third 
Eftate ; the facility of introducing corrupt 
tion, among fo vaft and mixed a body of 
men ; above all, the loyalty and adherence, 
naturally to be expected from the two firft 
clafles of the flates : thefe inherent vices in 
their formation, infpired the Court with a 
confidence, that no unanimity orexeytion of 
vigour, would ever cbarafteriz? fo hetero-p 
geneous a mafs. The firft proceedings of 
the Affembly juftified thefe expe<ftatioos. 
Much time elapfed in difputes, arifing 
from the incompatibility of the refpe<Stive 
demand s , of the different orders ; and though 
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thefe were at laft happily tenninated, by 
the Nobility and Clergy renouncing, or ac- 
quiefcing in the claims of the delegates of 
the people; yet the Sovereign ftill poffeffed 
great refources, and various means of pro- 
trading or averting any ad:, militating 
vitally againft his prerogatives. 

Had Louis the Sixteenth been left to 
the impulfe and diredion of his own cha- 
rader, it is probable that he would have 
continued to yield to the encroachments of 
the democratical fpirit, which had already 
produced fo many involuntary conceffions^ 
on the part of the Crown ; and which, en- 
creaflng in vigour as it proceeded, avowedly 
aimed at giving birth to a free conftitution, 
and a limited monarchy. He wanted all 
that energy, elevation, and courage, requi* 
fite to fuftain him in a ftruggle againft his 
peqple, and to enable him to reprefs their 
attempts at emancipation. But in the 
Queen and the Count d*Artois, refentment 
gt the inroads of a nation, whom they had 
Jong regarded, as only formed for fervitude; 
gnd thf habitu^il exercife of arbitrary power, 
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warmly impelled to every exertion for its 
prefervation ; while it dictated the moft 
decided meafures, for repreffing and chaf- 
tizing a mutinous and difcontented capital. 
They united their efforts, to fuftain the 
irrefolution of the King, and fucceeded. 
It was determined in the cabinet of Ver- 
failles, to adopt the moft vigorous princi- 
ples ; to diffolve the National Affembly ; 
to difmifs the Comptroller-General ; and 
to punifli th^ infolence of the metropolis. 
Prudence and addrefs were, however, re- 
quifite to mature thcfe counfels, and to 
facilitate their execution. A great body 
of forces, principally confifting of the 
Swifs and German regiments in the fervice 
of France, was gradually colle<fted from 
different provinces. The Marechal dc 
Broglio, an officer of high military repu- 
tation, and of known attachment to the 
Crown, was named to the fupreme com* 
mand. Every neceflary preparation for 
maintaining the Royal authority, if necefi- 
fary, by the moft fpirited and fevere adls 
pf puniftimcnt, was made, without even 

the 
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the affedation of difguife or coccealmenU 
The capital, incapable of rcfiftancc, and 
tinconfcious even of its own capacities of 
defence; deftitute of leaders, of arms^ 
and of troops, waited patiently the chaP 
tiCenient which impended. 

Paris, involved in circumftances, more 
diflrefsful even than thofe in which it 
ftood, when invefted by Henry the Third 
in 1589, and under an equal neeeflity of 
fubmitting to the conditions, which an 
incenfed monarch might have dictated p 
was fnatched from pillage, by a revolution 
not lefs fudden and unexpeded, than that 
which, two centuries preceding, had de* 
prived Henry the Third of his life. The 
frantic and fanguinary zeal of a Monk, ef* 
fedted this deliverance in one inftance 1 in^ 
the other, the Parifians were indebted to the 
timidity, delays, and want of decifion in 
the Court. During the firft days of July, 
the metropolis, though turbulent and 
riotous, made no exertions to oppofe the 
army, by which it was encircled and fur- 
rounded. The partisans and fupporters .of 
the Royal power were numerous, and 
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ready to evince their zeal and loyalty,, 
The ** Prevot dcs Mafchands," who is 
the .firft municipal magiftrate, was in the 
interna of the Crown« The Bailile 
awed one part of the capital, as the 
*• Hotel des Invalides" did the other* 
Pari$» taken in the toils of arbitrary power* 
might have been difarmed, and deprived 
of the means to excite future common 
tion. The imprudence, pufillanimity, and 
impatience of the Court, rendered thefe 
advantages of no avail, and precipitated 
the unfortunate Prince upon meafures^ 
which terminated in irremediable difgrace 
and ruin. 

Miftaking, or negleding the moil ob« 
vious principles of policy and wife, precau^ 
tion, which dilated to commence the 
plan of operations by fubjeding Paris, from 
whence alone, any danger w»s to be appre- 
hended ; the King was induced to difmifs 
Neckar, with expreffions of indignation, 
which were accompanied by menaces and 
infult, on the part of his brother, the 
Count d'Artois. This ftep, which evinced 
a total change of refolutions^ and which^ 

from 
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froth the popularity of the Miniftcr, was 
likely to produce a violent fermentation in 
fevery order of men, was followed by others 
equally injudicious. The States General 
were driven into the ** Salle des Etats," 
where they held their meetings, by detach^ 
ments of the Guards; who furrounded 
therri, and who waited only the orders of* 
the Court, to proceed to greater extremities 
^gainfl the obnoxious Reprefentatives bf 
the Nation. 

Had thefe manifeftations of vigour been 
only fuftained, by inftanily attacking and 
entering Paris, it is not to be doubted^ that^ 
unprepared as it ftill was, and unwilling 
to expofe to the licence of an incenfed fol-^ 
diery, the lives and properties of its citi- 
zens, the Capital would have been without 
difficulty reduced to obedience. But ail 
ill-timed and fatal delay, equally injurious 
with the preceding precipitation, gave the 
inhabitants time to recover from their firft 
emotions of furprize and apprehenfion^ 
They faw the timidity and imbecility bf the 
'Government, who having founded the 
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charge, dared not advance to the attack* 
They profited by this want of exertion ; 
and pafling from one extreme rapidly to 
another, they almofl unanimoufly took up 
arms againft their rulers and oppreflbrs. 
Joined by the French Guards, who, from 
a long refidence in the Capital, had been 
peculiarly expofed to fedudlion, and who 
at this decifive moment abandoned their 
Sovereign, the Parifians broke through 
every obftacle, by which they had hitherto 
been reftrained. The fupplies of arms and 
ammunition, which had been provided for 
their fubjugation, were turned againft the 
Crown; and the ** Hotel des Invalides," 
the great repofitory of military llores, after 
a faint refiftance, furrendered. 

The Prince de Lambefc, who alone, of 
all theofBcers commanding the Royal troops 
in the vicinity of Paris, attempted to carry 
into execution the plan for difarming the 
Capital, was repulfed in a premature and 
injudicious attack, which he made at the 
head of his Dragoons, near the entrance of 
the garden of the Thuilleries. Already the 
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** Prevot des Marchands,** Monfieur de 
Fleffelles, convicfted of entertaining a cor- 
refpondence with the Court, and detefted 
in fending private intelligence to de Lau- 
nay. Governor of the Baftile, had been 
feized by the people, and fallen the firft 
vidim to the general indignation. His 
head, borne on a lance, exhibited an alarm- 
ing example of the danger, to which ad^ 
herence to the Sovereign muft expofc, in 
time of anarchy and infurredlion. 

The Baftile alone remained; and while 
it continued in the power of the Crown, 
Paris could not be regarded as free, or even 
as fecure from the fevereft chaftifcment. 
It was inftantly invefted by a mixed mul- 
titude, compofed of citizens, and foldiers 
who had joined the popular banner. De 
Launay, who commanded in the caftle, 
by an adt of perfidy, unjuftifiable under 
any circumftances, and which rendered 
his fate lefs regretted, rather accelerated, 
than delayed, the capture of this important 
fortrefs. He difplayed a flag of truce, and 
demanded a parley; but abufing the con- 
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dence which thefe fignals infpired, he dif^ 
charged a hcaVy fire, from the cannon and 
mufquetry of the place upon the befiegers, 
and n^ade a confiderable carnage. Fay 
from intimidating, he only augmented, by 
fo treacherous a breach of faith, the rage 
of an incenfed populace. They renewed 
their exertions with a valour raifcd to phren- 
«y, and were crowned with fuccefs. The 
Baftile, that awful engine of defpotifm, 
whofe name alone diffufed terror, and 
which for many ages had been facred to 
filence and defpair, was entered by the vie-? 
torious ailailants. De Launay, feized and 
dragged to the ** Place de Greve,^* was 
inftantly difpatched, and his head carried 
in triumph, through the ftrgets of Paris. 

Few captives, either of inferior or of 
eminent rank, were foimd in the apart-*^ 
ments of the Baftile. The Count de Lorges, 
at a very advanced period of life, difcoyer-r 
ed in one of the dungeons of the •* Touy 
de la Bertatfdiere, " was liberated, and 
exhibited to the public curiofity in the 
•* Palais Royal." His fqualid appearance, 
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his beard which defccnded to his waift, 
and above all, his imbecility, refulting 
probably from the ejffcdl of an imprifon- 
incnt of thirty- two years, were objedls 
highly calculated to operate upon the 
fenfes and paffions, of every beholder. It 
is indeed impoffible, however we may 
lament or condemn the ferocious fpirit, 
which has chara<Serized and difgraced the 
French revolution, not to participate in 
the exultation, which a capital and a 
country fo highly illuminated, and fo 
long opprefled, muft have experienced, at 
the extindlion of this deteftable and juuly 
dreaded prifon of ftate. Nor does the 
rapidity with which its was captured, ex- 
cite lefs admiration, when its powers of 
refiilance aye confidered, and the fpcedy 
relief which might have been afforded to 
it, by the nunierous bodies of regular 
forces, with which Paris was furrounde4 
on every fide. 

With the Baftile, ex§^ed the royal 
authority and confideration. The defpot- 
ifm of th« French Princes, which long 

prefcription 



( 126 ) 

prcfcription, fubmiffion, and military 
llrength, fecmed to render equally facred 
and unafTailable : \<rhich neither the calami- 
ties of the clofe of Louis the Fourteenth's 
reign, the profligacy and enormities of the 
fucceeding Regency, nor the ftate of de- 
gradation, into which the monarchy funk 
under Louis the Fifteenth, had ever 
ihaken : that power which appeared to 
derive its fupport, almoft as much from 
the loyalty and veneration, as from the 
dread and terrors of the fubjedt, fellprof- 
trate in the dufl, and never betrayed any 
fymptom of returning life. 

Paris, liberated from all reflraint, of 
even wholefome police, appeared to riot 
in the intoxication of freedom; and 
flained its acquifition, by fcenes of violence 
and blood, unworthy the firft capital in 
Europe. Every trace of obedii^nce difap-i 
peared j and even the promoters of the late 
infurred:ion, were not fecure from the ca- 
pricious fury of a frantic and favage popu- 
lace, who filled the ** Place dc Greve'* with 
clamours, and frequently tore the vidlim 
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whom their indignation had feledlcd, from 
the hands of juftice. 

But, at Ver failles, conftemation and alarm 
filled the court, on the arrival of this extra- 
ordinary intelligence. Yielding at once to 
the united impulfe, of his terrors and his 
natural inclinations, the King, without 
even preferving the forms of Majcfty 
however fallen, repaired to the National 
Aflembly, rather as a fuppliant than a 
monarch. Difordered in his drefs, and 
unaccompanied by his guards or ufual at- 
tendants, he betrayed his agitation, in the 
fpeech which he addreffed to the States. 
Only two days preceding this melancholy 
exhibition of degraded dignity, he had re- 
plied to a remonftrance, which they pre- 
fented to him, in terms of determination, 
mixed with menace. He now adopted 
the language of diftrefs, invoked their af-' 
fiftance, difowned his intention to employ 
force for the fubjeftion of- the capital, af- 
fured them, that he had already fent orders 
to withdraw the troops, which had in- 
vefted Paris and Verfaillcsj and profeffed 
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his dcfirc to give the moft unequivocal 
proof, of his deference to the wifhes of 
his fubjcdls* He concluded, by imploring 
them to make known thefc' his paternal 
difpofitions, to the inhabitants of the dif- 
trailed metropolis. 

The Aflfembly, which trembled a few 
hours before for its own fafety, and had 
expe<5led to be offered up as viiSlims to the 
vengeance of an irritated Sovereign, re- 
plied with expreflions of loyalty and af- 
fcdlion, to thefe gi-acious declarations, 
although evidently extorted by fear. It 
Ivas however, far otherwife at Paris, where 
the populace, deeming their triumph 
incomplete, while the King remained ap- 
parently tranquil in his palace ; not only 
exadted his perforial and immediate pre- 
fence among them, to fandtion their out- 
rages on his authorit}'; but accompanied 
this demand with menaces, if refufed, 
of fetting fire to Verfailles, and at once 
extinguilhing the obnoxious Princes of 
the Houfe of Bourbon, in the flames. 
A monarch endowed with qualities fuch 
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as Louis the Fourteenth pofleffed, would 
perhaps, liave refufed compliance with 
this humiliating requifition ; and while his 
army was yet entire, and the royal dig- 
nity not totally degraded, have embraced 
the generous refolution of meeting the 
ftorm, of trying the fortune of war, and 
at leaft devolving to his fucceflbr the pre- 
rogatives, which at his fucceflbr the pre- 
reccived and cxercifed. But Loui^ the 
Sixteenth pdflefled no abilities, competent 
to fo magnanimous and unequal a ftruggle. 
He had already abandoned his attempts, to 
maintain the Royal power in its original 
vigour ; and he had now fcarcely any op- 
tion between the lofs of his throne, and a 
complete fubmiflion to the arbitrary plea- 
fure of a populace, thirfting for blood, 
inflamed by fuccefs, and daily oflFering up 
vidlims to its revenge. 

Under thefe melancholy circumfl:ances, 
he did not heiitate to yield obedience to 
the mandate, which it was no longer fafe 
to refufe. After fuch a night, as Charles 
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t|je Firfl: may be fuppofed to have paffcd, 
previous to his attending the fcafFold : but 
unattended with that ferenity and forti- 
tude, which eminently diftinguiflied the 
Enghfh Monarch in the laft adl of life, 
he fet out for Paris. Confcious however, 
of the peril, attendant on his appearance 
in the metropolis of his dominions, 
and doubtful of efcaping from the rage 
of the multitude, to whom he was to be 
prefented, he prepared for death, as at 
leaft, a poffible event. He received the fa- 
crament, made fome private difpofitions of 
his affairs, and gave various, orders in con- 
fequence. Though defirous to fee and em- 
brace his fon and daughter before his de- 
parture, he had yet firmnefs fufEcient to 
refufe himfelf this indulgence, as fearing 
that it might too deeply affed:, and dif- 
qualify him, for the part which he was to 
perform. '* J'en aurai plus de plaifir,*' 
faid he, ** fi je reviens.** A gentleman 
who was near his perfon on this occafion, 
encouraging him, and venturing to anfwer 
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for his' fafety, the King replied, ** Henry 
Quatre valoit mieux qui moi ; et cepen- 
dant on raflaffine/* 

Though he quitted Verfailles at an early 
hour, it was late before he entered Paris, 
from the delay occafioned by the immenfe 
multitudes, who aflembled to fee him pafs, 
and who teftified no fentiments of loyalty 
in their acclamations. When arrived at 
' the ** Place de Greve," and conducted to 
the •* Hotel de Ville,'* the new Mayor, 
Monfieur Bailli, who had been eledled to 
fupply the late unfortunate firft magiftrate, 
infulted the fallen Prince, by a mock fur- 
render of the keys of his capital ; which 
he accompanied with a farcaftic and info- 
lent reflexion, on the different fituatign in 
which Henry the Fourth flood, when he 
received a fimilar teflimony of its fub- 
miflion and allegiance. The cries of the 
people, who infifled that the King fhould 
fliew himfelf on the balcony, compelled 
him to give this lafl proof of his deference 
to their wifhes ; and to add to the conde- 
fcenfion, he accepted from the hands of 
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the Mayor, the National cockade, which he 
£rft carried to his lips, and then placed in 
his hat. After having been detained and 
exhibited as a captive to his own fubje6ts» 
during the greater part of the day, without 
fuftenance or refrefhment of any kind, he 
was at length permitted to return to Ver- 
failles, and to conceal his emotions, in the 
privacy of his own apartments. 

While this humiliating fcene was act- 
ing before the eyes of all France, which 
were turned towards fo unufual and at« 
. tractive a fight, the adherents to the late 
meafures, terrified at the menaces throwrt 
out againfl them, and dreading the mof^ 
fatal confequences of popular fury, pro- 
fited of the King's abfence and vifit to his 
capital, to effedt their own efcape. 

The Count d'Artois, regarding himfelf as 
peculiarly marked out for profcription and 
impeachment, and apprehenfive that even 
his proximity of blood to the Sovereign, 
might prove an infufficient protection ta 
his life, fled among the firft, carrying 
with him his fons, the Dukes d*An- 
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gotilcme and de Berri ; two youths, who 
were fucceffively prefumptive heirs to the 
Crown, in cafe of the demife of the Dau- 
phin. In the hurry of a precipitate retreat, 
it was found extremely difficult to furniih 
a few hundred louis d'ors to a Prince, for 
whofe expehfive gratifications, only fome 
days before, the treafures of the monarchy 
were infufficient. He took the road to 
Flanders; and was already far advanced 
towards the frontiers, before his departure 
was known or fufped:ed at Paris. 

When fo diftinguifhed a perfonage, and 
one fo nearly allied to the Throne, deemed 
himfelf no longer fafe, even in the Royal 
rcfidence, it cannot excite wonder that thofe 
of a lefs elevated condition, and who were 
equally obnoxious to an enraged populace, 
fliould confult their fafety by inftant flight. 
The principal roads were covered with 
illuftrious fugitives, under every poflible 
difguife and concealment. The Prince of 
Conde quitted Chantilly, followed by his 
fon and grandfon, the Dukes of Bourboa 
and Enghien. The Prince of Conti, the 
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laft in fucceffion of the Blood Royal, after 
undergoing many extremities of hunger and 
fatigue, arrived at Luxembourg; to which 
place likewife, the Marechal de Broglio, 
abandoning his army, repaired without 
delay. 

The Duchefs of Polignac, fo lorig un- 
rivalled in the afFedions of the Queen, and 
round whom all the pleafures of the Court 
pf Verfailles were ufed to aflemble; tear- 
ing herfelf from this fcene of diffipation, 
attained with difficulty the city of Bale 
in Switzerland; after having encountered 
numerous dangers, and been preferved 
fron^ the laft degree of violence, as 
ihe paffed through Sens, by the happy 
prefence of mind which diftinguiflied an 
Abbe, by whom, ftie was accompanied. 
At Bale, by one of thofe fingular ac- 
cidents^ which evince the power of for- 
tune, flie found in the inn at which fhc 
aligbtedi the late Minifter, Neckar; who> 
having paffed through Swabia, after his 
difmiffipp, on hi$ way to Geneva, here 
.firft received frpm his enemies, the in- 
telligence 
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intelligence of the revolution. The Baron 
de Breteuil, purfued by the moll marked 
deteftation of his countrymen, evaded, 
as well as the Prince de Lambefc, the 
fnares prepared to intercept them: the 
former reaching Bern in fafety, as the 
latter did Turin. Monfieur de Befenval, 
lefs fortunate, was feizcd at Brie Comtc 
Robert; and even the folicitations of 
Neckar himfelf, who endeavoured to in- 
terpofe in his behalf, were infufficient to 
obtain his enlargement. 

In this general confternation, the Queen, 
abandoned by all her deareft connexions, 
remained with her two children, friendlefs, 
and almoft alone in the palace of Verfailles. 
No Prince of the Royal Family ventured 
to abide the ftorm, except the Count de 
Provence : who, during the continuance 
ofalLthefe diforders, had enjoyed a dif- 
tinguifhed fhare, at leall of negative ap- 
probation ; and whofe condudt, through- 
out the critical circumftance which pre- 
ceded the fcdition of Paris, had been fuch 
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as to conciliate, in fome degree, the popu- 
lar favour. 

The Duke of Orleans, to whofe in- 
trigues, or oppofition to the Crown, may- 
be greatly afcribed the rapid progrefs of 
the general difcontent, and the exceiTes of 
the people; viewed from the •• Palais 
Royal" with fecrct pleafure, the effeds of 
his machinations, and enjoyed his triumph 
over the vanquifhed court. The military 
command of the National troops, and of 
the capital, were conferred by almofl una- 
nimous delegation, on the Marquis de la 
Fayette ; as the fupreme civil and muni- 
cipal jurifdidlion, devolved on Bailli, 
Mayor of Paris. The union of both 
thefe powers, was however frequently 
found unequal, to impofing proper re- 
ftraints upon the ungovemed paflions, 
and favage violence of a populace, new 
to freedom, and who flained its acquiii- 
tion, by daily adls of vengeance and cruelty. 
The heads of Foulon and Berthier, one of 
whom had occupied a high fituation in the 
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late miniftry, and the other had been In- 
tendant of Paris, were carried through the 
ftreets; and the circumftances, with which 
the death of thefe eminent perfons were 
accompanied, are only to be compared in 
horror and atrocity, with thofe attendant 
on the maffacre of St. Bartholomew, or 
the aflaffination of the Marechal d^Ancre, 
under Louis the Thirteenth. 

Meanwhile, at the inftigation and re- 
queft of the National Affembly, Neckar 
was recalled, and invited by letters of the 
moil flattering, and even penitential tenor, 
from the King himfelf, to refume the fu* 
perintcndance of the finances. He yielded^ 
though with apparent reludlance, to thefe 
entreaties ; and repaired to Court, loaded 
with expreffions of general attachment 
and veneration, in every place through 
which he pafled : while the credulous arid 
deluded multitude expedled from his pre- 
fence, a fpeedy redrefs of all their griev- 
ances, the revival of public credit, and a 
remedy to the fcarcity of grain, which had 
excited the clamours of the capital and 
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the kingdom. To the admiration and afto- 
nilhment of mankind, in an abfolute mo- 
narchy, fo ftrongly cemented as that of 
France appeared to have been, and in 
which loyalty was anciently efteemed to be 
charadteriftic of every clafs of citizens, no 
efforts were made to fupport the Royal 
power. An enthufiaftic paflion for liberty, 
pervaded all the provinces ; and the revo- 
lution, commenced on the banks of the 
Seine, fpread with equal rapidity and una- 
nimity, to the foot of the Alps and Py- 
renees ; to the Rhine, and the Mediterranean. 
No permament calm fucceeded to this 
ftorm of popular indignation. Elated with 
the pofTeffion of freedom, and cxercifing in 
many inftances, a tyranny more oppreffive 
and fevere, than that from which they had 
juft efcaped, the people meditated new and 
greater invafions on the dignity, as well as 
on the prerogatives of the Crown. The 
prefs, freed even from that wholefome and 
neceflary reftridtion, which Governments 
the moft relaxed, impofe upon the publi-. 
cation of opinions ; compenfated for the fet« 
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tcrs which it had fo long worn, by giving 
birth to every fpecies of licentious pro- 
duction, and infolent attack upon perfons 
of the higheft rank. The Queen was pecu- 
liarly the object of thefe libellous invec- 
tives ; and every accufation private or po- 
litical, which malignity could invent, to 
alienate the afFeftipns, and irritate the paf- 
fions of mankind againfl her, was circu- 
lated, and publicly expofed to fale. 

Although all the pomp and majefty, 
which in better times had furrounded and 
concealed the Sovereign, was now entirely 
withdrawn; though only guarded by the 
burgeffes of Verfailles, and deftitute of any 
military proted:ion againft infult and out- 
rage, Louis the Sixteenth flood expofed to 
every enterprize, which a mutinous ca- 
pital might undertake or execute; yetfome 
veftiges of perfonal liberty, he ftill retained. 
He was free to enjoy the diveriioh of the 
chace; and the National Afferably, con- 
voked at Verfailles, continued to hold its 
meetings, there, under his immediate fuper- 
intendance and infpcdlion. It was even 
thought decent and neceffary, on the part 
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of the new tribunes of the people, ta 
march fome regiments, in the month of 
September, on whofe adherence they con- 
ceived that they could fafely rely, to per- 
form the ordinary fun&ions of flate; at 
the fame time that they prevented any ef- 
cape, if fuch was intended by the King. 

But, where fo many inflammable mate- 
rials were collecfted, it was not poffibic 
that any coniiderable time could elapfe, he-» 
fore they buril into a conflagration • After 
one or two attempts » which the vigilance 
and aftivity of La Fayette^ prevented from 
being carried into full execution, the po- 
pulace of Paris, excited by various arts, and 
incenfed at the Queen for having brought 
the Dauphin, and prefented him to the of- 
ficers of the regular troops after a public 
entertainment, rofc as by univerfal con- 
fent, and determined to march to Ver- 
failles. By what motives, or with what 
intentions, the condudors of this armed 
mob were aftuated, it is perhaps impof- 
fible at prefent, pofitively to affert. The 
deepefl: and blacked 'defigns have, by 
popular malignity, been attributed to the 
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Duke of Orleans ; no lefs, than the at« 
tainment of the Regency, at whatever 
price, and by every nnode, however trca- 
fonable or flagitious. Many of the cir- 
cumftances which diflingiiilhed that ex- 
traordinary fcene, unqucftionably evince 
a plan, not more artful' than nefarious i 
and which feemed calculated, by operating 
on the fears of the Sovereign, to induce 
him to abandon the throne, and feek his 
fafe ty in flight; while the Queen, who 
was more an object of national obloquy 
and averfion, might be inflantly offered 
up as a victim to the frantic multitude. 

It is difficult to do juftice to the hor- 
rors of a night, fimilar only to thofe 
which are furniihed by the annals of 
Charles the Ninth, and which reminds us 
of the times of Catherine of Medicis. Pof- 
terity will fcarcely credit, that at the con- 
clufion of the eighteenth century, and in a 
country eminently diiiinguifhed by all the 
foftcr virtues of humanity, ad:s of blood 
and ferocity, more favage than the Jani- 
zaries of Conftantinople ufually exercife 
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againft their defpots, were performed with 
impunity. The fingularity and incredibility 
of the recital will be augmented by rccolledt- 
ing, that many of the moft violent among 
thefe ruffians, were women; or, at kaft, 
habited in a female drefs. Armed with 
every deftrudtivc weapon, they aifaulted the 
guards who were flationed at the door of the 
Queen's apartments, burft into them, mur- 
dered thofe who oppofed their progrefs, 
and penetrated to the chamber in which flic 
ilept. The efforts which were made to re- 
tard their fury, and the cries of " Sauvez 
la Reine,** which echoed through the palace, 
gave her an inflant in which to efcape. The 
firfl Queen in Europe, was faved from a 
death the mofl ignominious, by the inter- 
val of almofl a (ingle moment. UndreflTed, 
and nearly naked, fhe gained a private 
ilaircafe, which conveyed her to the King, 
who received her in his arms, where fhe fell 
fenfclefs with terror. The materials of the 
bed from which, fhe had jufl rifen, after 
undergoing the flri^^efl fearch, in hopes of 
difcoverin^ the unhappy objedl of their pur- 
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fuit, were fcattered over the room, as fomc 
gratification to their difappoin ted vengeance. 

Louis the Sixteenth himfelf, appearing 
on the balcony of his apartment, in the 
language and attitude of fupplication, 
vainly implored the populace to fpare his 
guards, whom he faw maflacred at his 
feet, without the power of extending to 
them any relief. He as vainly befought 
the Queen, to yield to the neceflity of the 
time, and to retire to RambouUict, where 
her perfon would at leaft be fecure. Ex- 
erting a courage fuperior to her fex, and 
elevated above a fenfe of* the danger, to* 
which llie was fo confpicuoufly expofed, 
{he firmly perfifted in her refufal to fly ; . 
and declared her determination to accom- 
pany the King, and at leafl to expire, as 
flie had lived, a Queen of France. Yet, 
confcioiis of the probability of her falling 
a facrifice to the popular rage, fhe armed 
herfelf with a poinard, as a lafl refource 
againft the degradation of plebeian vio- 
lence and brutality* 

It is impofTible, how much foe^er wc 
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may condemn certain parts of her condud 
and character , not to admire the heroifmand 
magnanimity of this deportment^ in which 
we feem to recognize the blood of fo many 
Emperors, from whom (he defcended. 
The weaknefs of the woman, was notwith- 
ftanding, mingled with the fortitude of the 
Sovereign ; and when (he entered the coach, 
which was to convey herfelf and the cap- 
tive King from Verfailies to Paris, terrified 
at the cries of a furious multitude, who 
feemed to demand her forfeit life, (he 
threw herfelf into the arms of La Fayette, 
•who offered her his hand at the door of the 
carriage ; and whofe protedtion (he invok- 
ed, to preferve her from outrage and death. 
Placing the Dauphin in her lap, and feated 
by her hu(band, the cavalcade moved (lowly 
towards the capital; while the heads of 
murdered ** Gardes du Corps,** borne 
on poles, and held up to her view, pre*- 
fcnted a melancholy profpedt of her 
own probable deftiny. They at length, 
reached the palace of the ThuiHcrics^ 
thus accompanied, and took po(re(£on of 
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that part of it, deftined for their receptiqn 
and refidcnce : while cannon, mounted at 
the principal avenues, under pretence of 
fafety and defence, fecured them from 
yefcue, and rendered efcape impra(3:icable. 
Perhaps no day, , fo ignominious to th^ 
Royal dignity had been behpld, fiqce the 
elevation of the Capetian Princes to the 
throne of France. The capture and impri* 
fonment of Louis the Ninth, at Damietta, 
of King John, at Poidli^rs, and of Francis 
the Firft, at the battle of Pavia, however 
unfortunate and humiliating, yet were at 
Jeaft foftened by many confiderations. 
Thofe Monarchs were all taken in arms, 
gfter exerting the moft heroic ads of 
valour againft their conquerors, and owed 
their misfortunes only to the chance of war. 
Even Henry the Third, when he fled 
from his capital, purfued by the Guifes, 
yet retained his perfonal independence, 
and foon returned to hefiege, and to chaf- 
tife his rebellious fubjefts. Louis the Six- 
teenth, f^nk below efteem or commifer- 
^tion, and not having exerted either abi- 
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lity or courage, in the defence of his in- 
vaded prerogatives, only held a precarious 
life, at the mercy of a feditious and info- 
lent populace, who having already ioipri- 
foncd, might in anymomentof refentment. 
terminate the reign of their fallen and de- 
graded King. The palace in which he 
was confined, having been in a great mea- 
fure neglected for more than a century^ 
during which time Paris had rarely feen 
any Sovereign refident in the metropolis, 
was totally unfit for the reception of a 
Court; and even the apartments which 
were occupied by the King himfelf, were 
in fo ruinous or decayed a condition, as not 
altogether to exclude the inclemency of the 
weather. To this fituation was a Monarch 
reduced, who only a few months before, 
might be regarded as at the fummit of hu- 
man greatnefs; and the foundations of 
whofe throne, firengthpned by long poffefr 
iion, and by habits of obedience, feemed to 
bid defiance to all th? ordinary convulfions, 
which overturn empires, and deftroy the 
^rmeft fabrics of hunian power and wifdom. 
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While thcfe fccnes of outrage and vio- 
lence were exhibiting in France, it is diffi- 
tult to imagine a pidlure of more complete 
ferenity, than England prefented; and this 
internal repofe, was accompanied with 
every circumftance of external profperity^ 
♦nd augmenting national confidcration* 
The year) which immediately fucceeded 
the malady of George the Third, may be 
ranked among the happieft of his reign j 
whether it beconfidered as perfonally afFedl- 
ing himfelf, or as produdive of felicity to 
his people; The recent danger from which 
he had efcaped, rendered his health and 
fafety peculiarly precious to his fubjedls ; 
as the animated expreffions of their at- 
tachment and loyalty, muft have deeply 
touched the heart of a Prince, infinitely 
fenfible to thefe genuine marks of affedlion* 

The charader of the Sovereign, was not 
more formed to produce^ than that of ^ his 
Adminiftration was to perpetuate^ . the ge- 
neral tranquillity. The condudt of Mr* 
Pitt, during the whole progrefs of the late 
Commotions in France, may be held up 
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as a model of political honor and rcftitude ; 
perhaps, equally fo of wifdom. Unlike 
to kichlieu, who fomented the caufes of 
difcord, between Charles the Firft and his 
Parliament: unlike to Vergennes, who 
ftimillated the Americanos to refiftance ; and 
after a feries of indireft and infiduous art?, 
violated the moft folemn treaties, in order 
to afliire their final independence i the 
Englifti Minifter fteadily and fyftemati- 
cally adhered to the moft exaft neutrality. 
The native elevation of his mind, and the 
magnanimity, which has ever charaSerifed 
his meafures, rendered him incapable of 
defcending to the little artifices of crooked 
and vulgar ftatefmen. The probity of his 
private life, pervaded and marked his pub- 
lic line of aftion; nor did fo uncommon 
and dignified a mode of proceeding, under 
circumftanees which might feem to juftify 
and authorize a more relaxed condud:, fail 
to produce its full efFedl on the two nations, 
who were peculiarly affeded by it, as well 
as on the other ftates of Europe. Some 
approbation, if not adniiration, is indeed 
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due to Government, who have been ablfe 
to unite vigour, energy, and proteftion^ 
with the mofi religious adherence to the 
national faith, and to every principle of 
found and generous policy. 

The period, which is comprifed betweea 
the months of May 1 789 and 1 790, like the 
reign of Antoninus Pius, affords few mate- 
rials for hiftory, drawn from the interior 
events of the time. England, at peace with 
all the world, in the bofom of repofe, faw 
her commerce and manufadlures expand, 
her credit augment, and her name excite 
refpe(Sl among the moft diftant nations; 
while many of the great furrounding Euro- 
pean Kingdoms , were either involved in fo- 
reign war, ordefolated by domeftic troubles. 
This tranquillity was not however allied to 
an ignominious and enervate floth ; but, on 
the contrary, was fecured by vigilance, ac- 
tivity, and exertion. In conjunction with 
Pruffia and Holland, Great Britain indi- 
redlly extended her attention and fuccour 
to Guftavus the Thirds finking under an 
Unequal conteft with the vaft empire of 
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Ruflia. She reftrained aad arrefled Denifiaflc; 
even after that power, as an auxiliary of th6 
Court of Peter(burgh> had akeady taken up 
arms, and committed hoflilities agaihflSwe* 
den. She fignified to Leopold, who had re- 
cently fucceeded to the thrones of Hungary 
and Bohemia^ her deiire that he would re^ 
call his troops, from the banks of the 
Danube ; and fhe fuilained by her negocia-^ 
tions^ the firmnefs of the Ottoman counfelsi 
while Ihe filently, but not Icfs decidedly^ 
impofed limits on the ambition of theit 
great enemy Gathferine the Second, by pro- 
hibiting her fleet from prefuming to quit 
the Baltic, and to complete the deilrudiion 
of the Turks in the Archipelagd. 

In this exalted fituation, to which per- 
haps no parallel in our annals can be ad- 
duced, fince the termination of the fhort> 
but fplendid protectorate of Cromwell, a 
ftorm unexpedledly and fuddenly arofe^ 
from a quarter^ where it would feem, that 
no forefight or precautions could have anti- 
cipated the danger. Among the new and 
unexplored paths of commerce, which the 
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ipirit of a difcerning and adventurous peo-i 
pie, had attempted to open fince the peace 
of 1783, were particularly two, which 
appeared to promife the moft beneficial 
returns. The firft was a whale fifhery, 
iimilar to that which had been carried on 
for ages, near the" coafls of Greenland 1 
but transferred to the Southern hemi- 
fphere, near the extremity of Patagonia, 
^nd in the ftormy feas which furround 
Cape Horn ; as w^ell as in the Pacific 
Ocean, In the courfe of a few years, this 
branch of trade had augmented rapidly, 
and was found on trial, to afford very im- 
portant advantages; nor had it received 
?ny impediment, from the vague pretenfions 
pf the Spanifli Crown, to the fovereignty of 
the fhores wafhed by that ocean, which 
was the fcene of their exertions. 

The fecond pf- thefe enterprizes, original 
in its own nature^ able in its conception, 
bold in its execution, and having no pre- 
(:edent for its guidance, was direded to 
countries and to objecfts, almofl as much 
|inkqo\yii to geographical, as to<:ommercial 
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knowledge or experience. It demanded 
many qualities, rarely and difficulty com<« 
bined : a confiderable capital ; minifterial 
approbation ; fait^iful and capable con-? 
dudtors ; dextrous navigators ; and above 
all, much time and pcrfevcrance, to ripen, 
and ultimately recpmpenfe the perfons, en- 
gaging in fo eccentric and expensive ap exr 
pedition, This extraordinary union of ta- 
lents and circumflances was^ however, 
found in men of no fuperiox defcriptipn, 
among the mercantile inhabitants of Lon^. 
don ; and it will remain 4 ftriking monu-^ 
ment to future ages, of the energy, capa^^ 
city, and nautical ability , which diflinguifh 
the prefent century and the Britifli nation]^ 
above the moft enlightened periods pf any 
$(ncient or modern people. 

The North Weft coaft of America, tha 
part of the earth to which this embarka-* 
tion was deftined, was not only fo remote, 
but fo undefined, if T may be allowed the 
expreflion, that its very exiftence remained 
unknown or doubtful, before the difcove-^ 
ries of the reign of George the Third. 

At 
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At the commencement of the prefent cen- 
tury, it was thought to be almoft as much 
beyond the ordinary bounds of navigation, 
as the iflands of the Hefperides appeared 
to the Greeks; and Swift himfelf, only 
eighty years ago, when he compofed 
the entertaining voyages of Lemuel Gul- 
liver, eftecming it the proper region of 
fable and romance, feledled it for the 
pofition of his imaginary Brobdignag. 
The immenfe tradt of land, extending 
northward from California and New Al- 
bion to the Frozen Sea, had, indeed, in a 
inorc recent period, been partly explored, 
and faintly traced by Cook; though much 
remained for future enterprize and induftry 
to accomplifh, before this difcovery could 
be converted to any purpofe of public 
utility. He had, however, afcertaihed the 
exiftence of the continent.; and he had 
received from the barbarous natives, with 
whom he eftablifhed a fpecies of barter, 
fome valuable fpecimens of furs, in ex- 
change for European commodities of a 
far inferior nature. 
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The hope of procuring a confiderable 
number of thefe rare and coftly (kins, for 
the fale of which, a very advantageous mar- 
ket prefented itfelf at Canton in China, waS 
the leading inducement to the adventuirers, 
who engaged in the expedition. But, in 
the purfuit of private emolument, obje<3:s 
of general and national confequcncc, w^re 
neceffarily implicated and interwoven. 
Behind this coaft, to the eaftward, lay the 
vaft continent of America ; opening a field 
to commercial a<ftivity and r^fearch, in 
which the imagination itfelf was loft. 
The difcovery of a communication through 
tliis unexplored country, and which may 
ultimately conned it, to a certain degree,, 
with our fettlements in Hudfon^s Bay^ 
appears from their account, not to be 
totally vifioriary, though it was regarded 
as fuch, by Cook himfelf. 

Conceptions and enterprizes, more cal- 
culated to enlarge the fphere of induf- 
try; to conned: the moft remote parts 
of the planet of the earth, by the bands of 
amity and commerce ; to extend the limits 
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of the human mind ; and to immortalize^ 
while they enriched the nation which ori- 
ginated them, have perhaps fcarcely ever 
been imagined or executed. They were 
not inferior to the moft iiiblime and 
daring expeditions of antient Greece, and 
feemed to partake of the fpirit of Co- 
lumbus: though the prefent age, fami- 
liarized to naval (kill and enterprize, no 
longer fees with the fame admiration, or 
confers the fame eulogiums on modem 
candidates for fame; who are feldom 
regarded through any other medium, 
than that of utility, or pecuniary advan- 
tage. 

Animated by thefe views, and having 
received the moft affirmative marks of 
the protedion of Government previous 
to their departure, five fhips were fitted 
out from Lx>ndon, in 1785, and the two 
fucceeding years • Four of thefe vefTels, 
after doubling Cape Horn, arrived fafely 
on the North Weft coaft of America. 
The fanguine expecSfcations which had 
been entertained, of effedting a lucrative 
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exchange of commodities with the natives, 
were fully and fpeedily realized. Cargoes 
of the fineft furs were procured, and 
fold to the Chinefe, even under great 
commercial difcouragements and pecuniary 
impofitions, at fo high a price, as amply 
to reimburfe and enrich the adventurers. 
Other attempts, of a fimilar nature, were 
made from Bengal ; and two veflels were 
fucceflively difpatched from the Ganges, to 
the fame coaft, in the year 1786. A factory 
was eftabliflied at Nootka Sound, a port 
iituated in the fiftieth degree of northern 
latitude, on the (hore of America. PofTeffion 
of it was folemnly taken, in the name of the 
Sovereign and Crown of England : amicable 
treaties were concluded with the chiefs of 
the neighbouring diftridts; and a tradt of 
land was purchafed from one of them, 
on.,which the new proprietors proceeded 
to form a fettlement, and to conftruift 
florehoufes. Every thing bore the ap- 
pearance of a riling colony, and each 
year opened new fources of commerce 
and advantage. 

Although 
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Although individuals, occupied in ex- 
ertions of this private nature, could not be 
expe(5led to extend their views or efforts, 
to objed:s of public utility, yet fome 
further information was collaterally and 
incidentally acquired, refpefting the con- 
tinent of America, in,the courfe of their 
voyages. It is even pretended, that a 
floop, named the ** Washington ,^' navi- 
gated for fome hundred miles, along a 
vaft number of iflands, fcattered in a fea, 
which interfedls that continent in a north- 
eaft diredlion : and though the accounts 
hitherto received or tranfmitted, of this 
extraordinary and interefting fad:, arc not 
either fo minute, or fo accurate, as by any 
means to entitle them to be implicitly re- 
ceived, yet they appear to be not totally 
deftitute of foundation and probability. 
Every profpedl, either of national advan- 
tage, or of private emolument, which the 
commerce of thefe coafts feemed to promife 
to Great Britain, was, however, deftined 
to experience a fudden and unexpedied 
fufpenfion. 

On 
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On the 6th of May, 1789, two Spanifh 
(hips of war entered Nootka Sound ; the 
commanding officer of which, after mak« 
ing every profeffion of amity during feveral 
days, feized on the Englifli veffels, in the 
name of his Sovereign, as they fucceffively 
arrived from various parts of the coaft, 
imprifoned the crews, confifcated or plun- 
dered the cargoes, and ultimately carried 
them as lawful prizes, to St. Bias, in 
Mexico. Violations fo unprovoked, not 
only of the peace fubfifting between the 
two Monarchies, but of all the laws efta- 
bliihed between civilized nations, were ac- 
companied and aggravated by every cir- 
cumftance of duplicity, infolence, and cru- 
elty ; while they were contrafted with the 
moft friendly affiftanceandattentions.fhewn 
to the captains of two American fliips, the 
** Wa(hington"andthe ** Columbia," who 
had been brought by the fame commercial 
inducements, to the port of Nootka. Thefc 
teftimonies of prote<Sion and regard, were 
even carried fo far by the Spaniards, as to 
compel the crew of one of the captured 
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Englifli veffels, to affiftin navigating the 
** Columbia*' to Canton ; through which 
channel, the firft regular and authentic ac- 
count of th^e a6ls of hoftility, was of- 
ficially tranfmitted to the Englifh Adminif- 
tration, though they had been preceded, by 
fome vague and indiflin<5t intimations of 
the fame nature, made by the Spanifli am- 
baffador at the Court of London. 

The conduA of the Firft Minifter on 
receiving this intelligence, evinced no lefs 
the magnanimity, than the decifion of his 
chara<ften Without . defcending to the te- 
dious and humiliating forms of requeft with 
the Court of Spain, which might elude 
and protract, if not ultimately refufe, ac- 
cording to its ufual policy, any reparation 
for thefe outrages ; he, in the firft inftance, 
by a meflage from the King, informed the 
two Houfes of Parliament, of the whole 
feries of tranfaflions. He clearly evinced 
the nullity and injuftjce of any general pre- 
tenfions, on the part of the Spaniih Crown, 
to a territory, difcovered, planted, and oc» 
cupied by the Englifh; but in particular, to 

the 



( i6o ) 

the Port of Nootka, fituated at a diftancc 
from any known fettlement, belonging to 
that nation. He profeiTed his anxious defire, 
to terminate by amicable explanation and 
treaty, the prefent caufe of difpute. He 
at the fame time declared his determined 
intention, not only to exadl from the 
Court of Madrid, an adequate fatisfadlion 
and compenfation for the injuries recently 
fuftained ; but to compel Spain to renounce 
decidedly and formally, any indefinite claim 
which flie might have fct up, either to th? 
exclufive navigation of the Pacific ocean, 
or to the fovereignty of the whole North 
Weft coaft of America. He called on the 
loyalty, dignity, and honour of the Houfe 
of Commons for fupport, in maintaining 
thefe invaded rights by force of arms, if 
Spain: Ihould be infenfible to the language 
of reafoHr 

The approbation which fo manly an 
appeal to the nation excited, was general 
and animated. The leaders of oppofition 
joined in that fentjment, and exprefled their 
convi^aian of the wifdom, as well as 
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heceffity, of fuflaining by every military 
and naval exertion, t^e effedt of nego- 
tiation. The celerity with which thefe 
refolution^ wfere follov^red, in the equip- 
ment of a powerful armaiiient, was cal- 
culated to augment the high reputation of 
the Miniftry throughout Europe, while it 
called into a<Sion all the refources of the 
kingdom. A diffolution of Parliament, un- 
queftionably judicious under the circum- 
ilance of a probably impending war, fol- 
lowed thefe demonftrations of rcfentment, 
and demands of reparation. 

If we compare the energy and decifiori 
of fo vigorous a line of cqndudl, with 
that which was adopted by Sir Robert 
Walpole, or Lord North, in fimilar 
fituations, the contrail muft be highly 
flattering to the prefent Adminiftfation# 
The iluggifh and relu^lant difinclination* 
of the former, to perceive or to refent 
the depredations, committed by the Spa- 
niards upon the Englifh trade, during a long 
Deries of years; while it emboldened the 
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dnemy, deprefled the genius of Edglanc! i 
until Parliament, roufed by fuch a conti- 
nuation of infults and indignities, at length 
vindicated the national honour, and drove 
the Mihifter from the fupcrintendence of 
affairs « 

The temporifing and pufillariimous 
counfels of Lord North, in the difpute 
refpedting the Falkland Iflands; and 
the ultimate termination of.it, which 
left the right undecided, and even aflerted 
by the Court of Madrid, at the fame 
moment that from motives of political 
convenience, "Spain thought proper to cede 
the contefted territory to England : thefe 
humiliating meafures, expofed and repro- 
bated by the pen of Junius, ftand in need 
p{ no comment, and are fufficiently appre- 
ciated by a juft and difcerning people. 

Spain was no longer governed by 
Charles the Third, at the time when 
thefe interefting' events took place- That 
Prince, after a reign of above ^twenty 
years as Sovereign of Naples, had afcended ' 

the 
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the Spanifh throne, on the death of his 
brother Ferdinand the Sixth, in 1759; 
and expired, at a very advanced period of 
life, in December, 1788. His unconcealed 
diflike of the English natipn, from whom 
in his youth he had received fpme fignal 
benefits, as well as fome painful and per- 
fbnal humiliations, had probably induced 
him, even more than the ties of blood, or 
connexions of policy with the Court of 
France, to join that kingdom in two fuc- 
(ceffive wars, which Ihe carried on againft 
Great Britain. 

To the counfels of his reign, and pro^ 
bably to a fyftematic plan, in concert with 
the Cabinet pf Verfailles, for attacking 
the coinffiei'ce, and fetting limits to the 
f nterpriz^s pf England on the North Weft 
coaft of America, we may without injuftice 
attribute the ?^(5ts of violence, committed 
by Don Martinez in the Pprt of Nootka. 
The Ihort period, coqiprifing fcarcely five 
pionths, which elapfed between the death 
of Charles the Third, and thofe infractions 
q{ th? peace, previoufly fubfifting betweep 
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the two Crowns, leave no rooni to doubt^j 
that the original orders were iiTued during 
the life of the late Sovereign. 

Charles the Fourth Ricceeded to th^ Spa- 
tiifh monarchy under thcfe circumftances. 
Though of a mature age, his charadfeer wik 
little known ot underftood, bfeyond the 
limits of his own dominions, tn the 
early part of his life, he had apjpearcd to 
evince fentiments more Ciftiliah, than any 
bf the defceridants of Philip the Fifth had 
hitherto difcovered; and to p'romife a reign, 
in which the feelings of a common ori- 
gin and defcent, would influence lefs on 
affairs of ftate, than a wife confideratidn 
of the true policy and ihtereftsi befcoming 
a genuine King bf Spain. It may how- 
lever be queftioned, whiether this ahtitipa- 
tioh of his maxims arid fuppofed lihe of 
condud:, will be confirmed by expferience; 
and whether he Will emancipate himfelf 
from the partialities, naturally 'cbnnedled 
with his near affinity to Louis the Six- 
tecnth. The fame' Miniflers feehi to 
govern, and the fame priridple's to ani-^ 
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Mat*, the Court of Madrid^ which havfe 
uniformly charadterized jit, fincc the ex- 
tinction of the Spanifh bran€h of the 
Houfe of Auftt-ia : and the time is proba*- 
bly flill diftant, when the pierliictous efiedis 
of the treaty of Utrecht, in uniting two 
ttionarchifes, which for ages anterior to 
that event had never adlcd in conjundtion 
againft Great Britain, will hdve finally 
ceafed to operate. 

Meanwhile, the efforts of theFirft Minif- 
ter to terminate the prcfent difpute fey ncgo^ 
tiation> kept equal pace With the exertions, 
made to equip a formidable navd force. 
At the fame time that a fleet, the command 
of which was deftincd to Lotd Howe, 
aflembled at Portfmouth, Mr. Fitajhttbert 
was difj^atced as ambaffador to Madrid, 
in order to try the effect of remonftrance 
and expoftulation. The Englifh people, 
ijnanimous in their approbation of the mea« 
fures purfucd, and in their demaiad of re* 
^aration for the injuries fuftained, loudly 
called for inftant war, or f6r the moft 
wngqulvocai suid fatisfadtory xronccffions. 

The 
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The convulfions, and embarraffed ftate of 
the French monarchy, together with the 
perfonal fituation of the King of France, 
appeared to render an adherence to, or 
completion of tl^e family compaft imprac- 
ticable, however well inclined the Court 
of Verfailles might be fuppofed, to aflift 
iind fupport her ally. 

Spain doubtlefs felt and regretted this 
incapacity, which compelled her to comr 
mence a war againft England, unaffifted 
by any European power i and the event of 
which, in the prefent circumftances might 
be fatal to her grandeur o;- commerce in 
every part of the world. She feemed to 
yield to thefe obvious confiderations ; and 
the Spanifh Miniftry, towards the clofe of 
July, agreed to make a compenfation for 
the loffes, fuftained by the Englifh adveuf^ 
turers plundered at Nootka, as a bails or 
preliminary to a final a,nd amicable arrange- 
ment. Notwithftanding, however, this ap- 
parent defire of adjufting the points in dif- 
pute, and of avoiding the ultimate appeal to 
thefword, every exertion was not only made 
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in the ports of Cadiz and Ferrol, to fit out a 
numerous fquadron ; but the Spanifh am- 
baflador at the Court of France, expended 
the treafures of his mailer, in endeavours to 
induce the National Affembly, to adopt the 
quarrels of Charles the Fourth, and to 
fulfil in its whole extent, the obligations of 
the family compadl. 

His labours, though not equally fucccfs-* 
ful, as, under more propitious circum- 
ftances, they might have proved', yet pro- 
duced a vote, favourable to the views and 
wifhes of the Crown of Spain. A general 
profeffion, on the part of the National 
Aflembly, of adherence to the ftipulations* 
formed between the two nations ; and a re- 
folution inftantly to arm a confiderable na- 
val force at Breft, were procured and pub- 
lifhed. The hopes of a fpeedy and perma- 
nent accommodation, between the Courts 
of Lx)ndon and Madrid, which the firft 
conceffion on the part of the latter power 
had excited, gradually grew more uncer-i 
tain and problematical. Autumn advanced, 
without any certainty or decifion on this 

great 



great point; gnd through tjif fl^t pf l^ng^ 
land, which had cri^jzed i^ the Bay of Bif*^ 
cay during near iix we^eks, returned agaiii 
to Spithead, without having fc^en an enemy^ 
yet the expedtation of a^ eventual rupturci 
was jath,er augqien,(;ed than djminiihe^* 

While thefe wfigofciations and v .mamqftts 
detained the Weft of Europe infufpenfe, th* 
m<^ important ajad unexpedted events had 
taken plaas, among the Pi'inces of thci 
Germanic empire, in confequence of the 
death of the Jate Emperor, Jofeph t\vi 
Second. That retftlefs and turbulent Prince, 
exhaufted in :body, and agitated in mind^ 
expired at Vienna, in the commencement of 
the prefent year. His vaft, but divided 
andxevolted provinces j devolved to:his bro- 
ther Leopold, Great Duke of Tufcany. 
Few Sovereigns haye ever acceded to a 
ihrone, under more critical and alarming 
circumftances. Though Laudohn had 
dofed his brilliant career of military 
^lory, and even ihed a luftre over the laft 
.hours of Jofeph, .by the capture of Bel- 
grades though the Turks had been. driven 
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beyond the Danube, and the Imperial 
troops had at fcngth penetrated into Servia 
and Moldavia; yet thefe advantages, 
bought with three campaigns, and pre- 
ceded by defeats and difafters, offered a 
Very inadequate compenfation for the cala- 
mities, which menaced or afflidled every 
other part of the dominions of the Houfe 
of Auftria. Hungary, fo renowned for 
its enthufiaftic loyalty and attachment to 
Maria Therefa, when that Princefs was 
involved in the deepeft diftrefs, had been 
alienated by her fucceflbr; who infulted 
their moft facred prejudices, while he in- 
vaded their moft valuable immunities. 
Pofterity will fcarcely believe, that this in- 
judicious and infatuated Prince, foon after 
his acceffion, from refentment to the Hun- 
garians, not only removed the crown and 
regalia of that monarchy from Buda, the 
antient capital to Vienna : but, as a mark 
of fcom and contempt, caufed thefe ve- 
nerable infignia of the kingly dignity, in- 
exptcffibly precious in the eftimation of 
the people, to be conveyed from one capi- 
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tal to the other, in the common ftage 
waggon. 

The King of Pruffia hung over Bohemia, 
with a prodigious army, ready to enter 
that kingdom. The German Princes were 
almoft univerfally difafFedied to the late 
Emperor, and had reprobated his in- 
fidious projedis, for an exchange of 
territory with the Eledor Palfitine. 
The Netherlands, irritated by a long 
feries of oppreffion, confifcatjon, and 
violation of all their ancient liberties, had 
renounced any allegiance to a Prince, 
whom they regarded not as a prote(Sor, 
but a tyrant. Philip the Second, when 
he recalled the fanguinary Duke of Alva, 
was fcarcely more detefted, and had not 
more completely loft the Low Countries, 
than Jofeph the Second had done. Dalton, 
though at the head of a regular and formi- 
dable body of forces, had been compelled 
precipitately to evacuate BruiTels, and to 
feek his fafety in a diforderly and ignomi- 
nious retreat. Luxembourg alone remained, 
of all the ten provinces, when Leopold 
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fuccceded to his brother; and Flanders no 
longer even liftened to the propofitions of 
accommodation, which Jofeph in his dying 
moments, offered to his revolted fubjedts. 

In this fituation, furrounded with dif- 
ficulties, occafioned by the ambition and 
defpotifm of his predeceffor, the new 
King of Hungary, after fome months of 
delay and irrefolution, wifely yielded to 
the neceffity impofed on him by the dif- 
tra<9:ed condition of his affairs. The 
Courts of Berlin and of London, a6ling 
jn concert, and fuftained by a Pniffian 
army, gave law to the Houfe of Auftria. 
Leopold confented to abandon the alliance 
of the Emprefs of Ruffia ; to reftore to 
Turkey the territories lately acquired ; and 
to receive his Flemifli fubjedts into favour, 
after conceding aiid-confirming, in the moft 
extended degree, all their liberties and 
privileges. This vigorous and fuccefsful 
interpofition, was inftantly followed by a 
peremptory requifition, on the part of the 
fame Powers, to Catherine the Second, by 
which that haughty and enterprizing 
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Pfinccfs was required to follow the ex^* 
ample, exhibited by the King of Hungary; 
and to grant an equitable peace to the Otto- 
man Porte, as well as to conclude the war, 
which (he carried on againft Sweden. 

From fo humiliating a neceffity , the Em- 
prefs extricated herfelf by one of the moil 
rapid, unforefeen, and perhaps mafterly 
ilrokes of policy, which is to be found in 
the annals of the prefent century. She made 
a peace with that King of Sweden, againfl: 
whom Ihe had not fcrupled, a few years 
fincc, to excite his own fold iers and fub- 

• a. 

jedls to revolt : who had fcarcely efcaped 
from captivity at Wybourg, by forcing a 
paffage through the Ruffian fleet, with 
which he was' furrounded : and who had 
not only committed hoftilities, and waged 
war upon her empirt; but was fup- 
pofed to have drawn his pen againft 
her reputation, and to have accufed her 
to Europe, and to future times, as an 
ufurper, infatiable in her thirft of power, 
and deftitute of faith or honour. Only a 
few days intervened, between the moft 
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rancorous difplay of perfonal enmity, and 
jhe folemn exchange pf the ratifications of 
peace : while Catherine, liberated by this 
fuccefsful exertion, from an enemy who 
detained her fleet in the Baltic, and who 
pmight prefent himfelf at the very gates of 
her capital, afTqmed new vigour, difdained 
to fubmit to the mandates of Pruffia, and 
continued her military operations ^gainf| 
the Turks t 

She did nqt flop here i but, iri'itated by 
fhe attempt to fetter her arm's and limit 
her conquefts, fh^ preffed Guftavus the 
Third to enter into a confederacy againil 
thofe powers, with whom he had been 
fo lately in ftridt alliance ; and to whofe 
timely interference or good offices, he had 
been in a great meafure indebted for hi^ 
prefervation. She; negociated anew with 
the Prince Regent and Cabinet of Dtnr 
mark, whom the interppfition of England 
had hitherto reluftantly retained in neutra-t 
lity. She corrupted, or perfuaded the Po* 
iifh Diet, to exprefs fentiments hoftile tp 
Pruflia; and encourage^ Spain to refufe 
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compliance with the demands of the Britifti 
Government. 

Under thefc circumftances and appear- 
ances^ hoftile or inaufpicious to the re- 
pofe of Europe, the month of October 
commenced. During its progrefs, the 
hopes and fears of the nation were pain- 
fully fufpended, by the uncertainty of the 
final event. The impatience and anxiety, 
natural to, and infeparable from fuch ia 
fituation, were infinitely augmented by the 
fecrecy and filence, which furrounded and 
concealed the operations of the cabinet. 
The powers and energies of Government, 
concentered round the FirftMinifter, and 
vefted in his perfon, exhibited to the Eng- 
lifli nation, all the vigor, celerity, and de- 
cifion of adefpotifm, unaccompanied with 
its charadteriflic and concomitant evils. 
Though the fineft and mofl: numerous fleet, 
which Great Britain had ever equipped, lay 
at Spithcad, ready to fland out into the 
Atlantic upon the Ihoiiefl: notice : though 
Admiral Cbrnifh, at the head of eight 
ihips of the line, had already fet fail ; 
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and, favored by* an eafterly wind, was 
clear of the Channel: though a detach- 
ment of the Guards, to the number of 
above two thoufand men, were under or- 
ders to march to Portfmouth ; and every 
preparation was made to facilitate their 
prompt embarkation: though the blow 
which impended over the Spanifh mo- 
narchy, hung by a fingle thread, and 
might every inftant fall; yet, not a 
whifper tranfpired, to gratify the curi- 
ofity of an eager capital, and an expecting 
country. 

Univcrfal ignorance, or fanciful con- 
jedkure prevailed, refpefting the defti- 
nation of thefe powerful naval and mili- 
tary armaments ; while the magnitude and 
fcattered pofition of the Spanifli domi- 
nions, from the mouth of the Miffiffippi, 
to that of the river Plate, left an ample 
field for the imagination, and afforded fcope 
for unbounded aflertion. To thofe who 
recoUefted the delays, the publicity, and 
the timidity, which degraded the coun- 
fels, and fruftrated the meafures or exer- 
tions 
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tions of England, during the Adminif- 
tration which condudked the American 
war, the prefent contrail was matter of 
equal wonder and admiration i The na- 
tion, confcious that its honour and its 
interefts were committed to a Minifter of 
tranfccndent integrity and firmnefs, pa- 
tiently waited the winding-up of the ca- 
taftrophe, with eyes fixed on its conduftor. 
Opinion fiuduated rapidly and capri- 
cioufly from war to peace, as the moft 
trifling events appeared to indicate the 
one or the other; and Odtober expired 
as as it had begun, in uncertainty atid fuf- 
pence. 

During the three firft days of the fuc- 
ceeding month, as every hour might be 
fuppofed to decide on this momentous 
queftion, expedlation feemed to have at- 
tained its highefl: point; while the ra- 
pid Approach of that period, whfen iPar- 
iiameht was fummoned to meet for the dis- 
patch of public bufifaefs, and the advanced 
feafoh of the year, added to the length 
of time which had already elapfed, fince 
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the commencement of the negotiation, ap« 
peared to preclude tHe poffibility of any 
farther delay. It was not till the fourth 
of November, a day already rendered 
memorable and aufpicious in the annals 
of Great Britain, that the msffenger fo 
long expe<^ed, arrived with pacific intel- 
ligence. Spain, after a refiftance, pro- 
portioned to the magnitude and import- 
ance of the obje<as contcfted, and after 
peremptory and reiterated refufals to con- 
cede upon points, equally affefting her 
pride and her interefts; relaxed at once 
from this tone, complied with the de- 
mands of England, and iigned a " Con- 
vention,** which terminated every paft or 
prefent caufe of difpute, between the two 
Crowns. 

To the wifdom and moderation of the 
Spanifh Firft Minifter, the Count de 
Florida Blanca, this timely and temperate 
refolution, which arrefted the fword al- 
ready unfheathed, was attributed, by an 
opinion, not only general, but unquef- 
tionably fuftained on high authority and 
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evidence. If the hiftorian was pennitted 
to fpeculate upon the events of futurity ; 
or if, from afcertained and exifting fads 
or circumftances, we might be allowed 
to predid: refpedling thofe, which would 
have taken place ; it is more than merely- 
probable, that Spain muft have fuftained 
very deep and lafting injury from that 
war, which was thus unexpectedly and 
fuddenly averted. 

• The naval power of England, which at 
no period of paft time, had ever been fo 
expeditioufly or vigoroufly called in ac- 
tion : the fpirit and unanimity which pre- 
vailed throughout the kingdom : the ac- 
knowledged energy and capacity of the Ad- 
miniftration : the very nature of the war iii 
which we were ready to engage, which rhuft 
have been not only oftenfive, but dired:ed 
to parts of the globe, peculiarly calculated 
to inflame the ardor of the aflailants, by 
profpedls of wealth and plunder : the de- 
fencelefs and unprotedled ftate of many of 
the Spanifh colonies, in both hemifpheres : 
the anarchy, and confequent incapacity 
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of France, to extend any prompt and ef- 
fedual fupport to the Crown of Spain : 
even the lefs important, but diftrefsful 
and perplexing embarraffments, refulting 
from the earthquake, which demolifhed 
the fortrefs of Oran upon the coaft of Afri- 
ca, almoft precifely at the fame time, when 
the Emperor of Morocco commenced hof- 
tilities againft the Catholic King: this 
combination of caufes or events, in which 
there appears to be no exaggeration, may 
perhaps, without the imputation of na- 
tional partiality, juftify^:^ opinion, that 
the Spanifh monarchy was fnatched, by 
the wife and yielding policy of its Minif- 
ter, from evils and calamities of no com- 
mon defcription. 

While, however, I anticipate thefe ad- 
vantages, which might probably have re- 
fulted from war, under the circumftances 
already enumerated ; it is unqueftionable, 
that to a country fo deeply involved in 
debt, as England, no feries of conquefts, 
which the wildeft imagination can fup- 
pofe, had they even been realized, could 
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have compcnfated for the misfortunes in- 
feparably conneded with hoftilities. Peace, 
even though only obtained upon the moft 
moderate, and barely equitable terms* 
muft, to every refledting mind, have been 
far preferable to the acquifition of all the 
provinces, which Cortez ever conquered > 
or Pizarro fubdued. But, the ** Conven- 
tion," recently ligncd, while on one hand 
it made ample reparation and reflitutiork 
to the injured Crown, and plundered 
fubjedts of Great Britain; on the other, 
opened new and unexplored fources of 
wealth and commerce. 

After having been fubmitted to the in- 
fpe<3;ion and inveftigation of the people of 
England, during many weeks : after hav- 
ing received the moft authentic atteftations 
' of public gratitude and fatisfadlion, in ad* 
drefles to the Throne, from the great cor- 
porate bodies of London, Edinburgh, and 
Briftol; neceflarily compofed of perfons, 
highly fenfible to, and highly enlightened 
upon, the commercial interefts of the 
coimtry: after having be^en finally dif- 
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cuffed, with all the fe verity of political 
criticifm, in the two Houfes of Parliament, 
and attained the fandion of decided ap- 
probation in both : having undergone thefe 
rigorous difquifitions upon its merits, 
the ** Convention" may be examined, 
like any other fadl in the Englifli annals, 
with the candour, impartiality, and temper 
of hiftory. 

That Great Britain has obtained by it 
points and objefts, hitherto referved or 
refufed by the Court of Madrid, in every 
treaty fince the termination of the reign 
of Philip the Fourth, is inconteftible. 
Time alone can completely afcertain the 
value and intrinfic worth of thefe con- 

« 

ceflions, which are, in a great degree, de- 
pendant on the induftry and enterprize 
exerted, in converting them to national 
advantage. That jealous and tenacious 
power, which originally difcovered and 
conquered the New World, over which 
ihe has always endeavoured to draw the 
deepeft veil, while (he excluded every Eu* 
ropean ftate from any participation in her 
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vaft acquifitions ; has, for the firft time^ 
receded from her high and exclufive pre- 
tenfions. The pretended donation of the 
See of Rome, and all the antiquated 
claims, which long prefcription had ren- 
dered venerable, have been for ever rolin- 
quifhed and abandoned by the prefent Con- 
vention. The navigation of the Pacific 
Ocean, is, in effed:, declared to be as free 
as that of the Atlantic. The right, claimed 
by England, of purfuing the fifhery on thofe 
parts of the coaft of South America, un- 
occupied and uncolonized by Spain, is not 
only avowed : but, a vaft tradl of the Ma- 
gellanic regions, on either fide of Cape 
Horn, comprizing the whole coaft, below, 
the moft fouthern fettlement already made 
by the Spaniards, is declared to be free 
to both countries, for every purpofe of 
temporary accommodation j while the two 
Crowns are equally interdicted and re- 
ftrained, from forming future permanent 
eftablifliments,, on that inhofpitable fhore. 
In return for this liberal and ample con- 
ceflion, England fubmits to the equita* 
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ble demand, of not permitting her veflels 
to approach within ten leagues of the coafts 
and countries, adlually occupied by Spain, 
upon the Pacific Ocean. 

On the North Weft Coaft of America, 
the original difcovery, occupancy, and 
fovcreignty of which, appear to furnifh 
matter of . infinite doubt and difcuffion, 
ftiir greater advantages are fecured by the 
Convention. Without recapitulating the pri- 
mary ground of difpute, upon which clear 
and immediate fatisfadtion is ftipulated : the 
whole continent, north of the fettlements 
already poffeffed by Spain,^ is left open to 
both nations ;* with only a reciprocal right 
of entry, for purpofes of trade, into the 
ports or places which either may occupy. 

The fame general and equal principle, is 
laid down as the bafis of accommodation, 
in the fouthern and northern hemifphere, 
and forms the predominant feature of the 
treaty. It was not denied by the Mi- 
nifter, and it was juftly aflerted by his op- 
ponents, when the Convention was agi- 
tated in the Houfe of Commons, that to 
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render it pcrfe<Sl, and exempt from future 
pofUble miiinterpretation, a precife limit 
fhould have been drawn, both on the coafi: 
of North and South America. But, the evils 
infeparable from a prolongation of the dif- 
putc, muft have fo greatly outweighed the 
benefit, to be derived from any line of de- 
marcation which could have been inihmtly 
fettled , that no poffible cenfure can be affixed 
on that account i iince its expediency was 
not more obvious^ than its immediate exe- 
cution was difficult or impracSticable. Nor 
can it be reafonably doubted, that where 
fo clear a principle is by mutual confent 
cftablilhed, no eflential obftacle can arife, 
in the courfe of future negotiations be- 
tween the two Courts, for the final fettle- 
ment of their re fpedlive boundaries. 

To complete this great ad: of public 
benefit and national glory, it only remained 
to meet the expence occafioned by it, with 
promptitude and alacrity. The Minifter, 
fo far from avoiding or protrading that 
necefTary, but painful and arduous talk, 
followed the Convention, with the imme* 
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tJiate produdtion of the accbuntSi refpeil- 
ing the naval and military armaments, 
and the pecuniary impofitions which he 
meant to propofe, for their fpeedy liqui- 
dation. Not more diftinguiflied, by the 
magnitude and energy of his preparations 
. to humble the monarchy of Spain, when 
war appeared inevitable ; than charaifter'- 
ifed by the moft falutary and fevere oeco- 
nomy, when thatnoceflity no longer ex- 
jfted ; his enlarged and adtiye mind over*- 
came the difficulties, by which common 
ftatefmen are impeded* He propofed to 
raife, not merely the intereft of the debt 
recently incurred; but to extingtxifli the 
principal itfelf, in the fpace of four years > 
though amounting to above three millions 
fterling* The efFe<ft of fo judicious and 
provident a meafure, which muft equally 
evince the magnanimity of the minifter 
from whom it originated , and therefources 
of the country which adopted it, will 
be felt through evefy kingdom of Europe. 
It is not exceeded by any of the ads of 
wifdom^ found in the annals of Eliza* 
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beth, when the counfels of England ifiet€ 
dire<Slcd by the forefight and policy of a 
Burleigh. It is without precedent^ iince 
the beginning of the prefent century, and 
is calculated to excite the admiration And 
incredulity of future times. 

The day, upon which Mr. Pitt fub-^ 
mitted to Parliament a fyftcm, fo calcu-* 
lated for general advantage. Was diftin-f 
guifhed by another a<5, which might have 
rendered illuArious a perfon lefs confpicu-» 
oufly eminent above his feMow citizens. 
The garter, which was conferred by the 
Sovereign upon Lo^d Chatham, evinced the 
indifference or fuperiority of the Minifter,r 
to the higheft external decoration and dif- 
tindlion; as powerfully, as his renuncia- 
tion of a lucrative office, in favour of Colo- 
nel Bar re, at a much earlier period of hii^ 
adminiflration, had proved his difintereft- 
ednefs and contempt of emolument. 

As it feems hardly poflible to have made 
greater facrifices than thefe, it is pcrhap* 
difficult to feledl any example in modern? 
times, of £o early an acquifition of that 
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glory, which is the juft reward of reftitudft 
and talents. Whether the names of Cla- 
rendon, of Godolphin, or of Pelham, can 
be placed in any degree of com|>arifon or 
irompetition with that of Pitt, it may be left 
to pofterity to detern^ine. But it is compe- 
tent tp the hiftorian of th* prefent age, to 
aflert and to prove, that at no period fince 
|he reftoration of monarchy in the perfon 
of Charles the Second, has this country 
permanently attained to^fo high a point 
of fdid greatnefs and importance, as fhe 
enjoys at the prefent moment. We fhould 
fearch in vain for any traces of national 
confideration pr honor* in the profligate 
annals of th2^t diflblutq qnd dependent 
Prince, whom I have juft named ; or in 
the bigotted and tranfitbry reign, of his 
lefs criminal, but more unfortunate fuc- 
ceflbr. Shall we difcover gresjter fubjeft 
for pride and exultation, even under the 
temperate and dedlive governm^t of 
William the Third » 

Whatever obligations we may owe to 
the Prinpe of Orange, as oqr deliverer 
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from civil and fpiritual tyranny, his arms 
were conftantly reftrained by the Generals, 
as his meafures were uniformly defeated 
by the policy and power, of Louis the Four- 
teenth. After a perpetual and unequal 
ftrugglc, in which her commerce was al^ 
moil annihilated, and in which the foil- 
tary laurels of the Boyne and of La 
Hoguc, were contrafted with the annual 
defeats, received on the Continent, and 
in the Channel, Great Britain nearly funk 
under the exertion. Though the peace 
of Ryfwick produced a Ihort and de-» 
lufive calm, yet the Crpwn of Spain, in 
violation of the naoft folemn renunciations^ 
was ijuietly transferred, in the year lycx^, 
on the extindlioii of the Spanifh branch 
0f the Houfe of Auftria, to a Prince of 
France : while the laft hours of William 
were occupied by ineffedlual efforts, to pre- 
vent the fatal confequeiices of an adl;,incon- 
feftably injurious to, or fubverfive of the fe- 
curi ty, intercfts, and greatnefs of England. 
It muft be admitted, that the female 
feign which fucceeded, fo long as it was 
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//conduced by the couhfels of Godolphin,i 
and the genius of Marlborough, prefents a 
ftfiking picture of military glory, and fuc- 
ceffive triumphs. The Court of Verfailles, 
accuftomed to confer, condefcended to 
folicit for Peace ; and Torcy, at Gertruy- 
denburg, in 1709, exhibited the humiliat- 
ing fight of a Minifter of Louis the Four- 
teenth, proftrate before England and Hol- 
land, But the imprudence or prefumption 
of an Adminiftration, intoxicated with 
profperity, and unmindful of the changes of 
human affairs, allowed the moment to 
elapfe, in which the fafety and interefts of 
their country might have been for ever 
fecured, on the moft durable foundations, 
The horizon foon became darkened, and 
the profpedl obfcured by clouds. 

Villars refcued France from her ftate of 
danger and diftrefs, while Oxford and 
Bolingbroke difgraced the government, 
and accelerated the death of their feeble 
miftrefs, by meafures of pufiUanimity, 
and breaches of national faith. The 
trophies of Blenheim and of Malplaquet, 
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were tarnifhed by the defeat of Denaihi 
and obliterated by the peace of Utrecht i 
the Houfe of Auftria was betrayed in that 
difhonourable treaty; and the evening of 
^ reign, fo diilinguifhed and fo fplendid, 
clofed in weaknefs^ and is only re€olled:ed 
with regret. 

If the annals of the laft Princefs of the 
Stuart line, afford fo little matter for hif-* 
toric praife, it is not in the labyrinth of 
Continental Politics and alliances, which 
charaderifed and compofed thofe of 
George the Firft, that we can look for 
topics of eulogium, or fubje<Ss*^for 
admiration, The naval vi(ftory> obtained 
by Byng in 171 8, over the Spaqifh fleet 
in the Farq of Meflina, however brilliant 
and decifivq^ji fo far from being prod\i(aive 
of any advantage to the nation, counter- 
acted every principle of wife and judicious 
policy. It Hands contrafted with the. 
fatal bankruptcy of the South Sea year j 
with the rhelancholy facrifice pf Hofier*^ 
devoted fquadron, under the walls of 
Porto Bello; with a derelidion of the in^ 
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tfcfciAs and honour of the Ctovm, of Eng- 
land, rendered fubfervient to injurious 
prcdiledion^ and foreign acquifition^i 

The commencement of the reign of 
George the Second, condu£2:ed^ as the 
greater part of that of his father had becn^ 
by the counfels of Walpole, difclofes 
fcarcclya more exhilerating profpedl. It 
tvas, indeed, pacific i but this peace was 
the ignominious and fupine infecurity of 
lames ; not the dignified and martial tran- 
quillity of Elizabeth. I am at a lofs to 
find, in the prefent century i any portion 
of time lefs diftihguiflied by wifdom and 
vigoP; or during which. Great Britain was 
fallen into more complete infighificance^ 
than in that interval, which elapfed from the 
death of George the Fitft in 1727, to thel 
clofe of Sir Robert Walpole's adminiftra^ 
tion, in 1742. Though the fubfervient 
fleet of this country, efcorted the younger 
fon of Philip the Fifth, from Barcelona 
into Italy : though we facilitated arid ?id- 
Vanced the grandeur of the Houfe of 
Bourbon : though we tamely fubmitted to 
the a<3:s of violence, excrcifed by Spain 
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againft our commerce in all the Am^ricail 
feas : though we abandoned the Emperor 
Charles the Sixth, in the war of 1734, to 
the united force of France, Spain, and 
Sardinia, who difmembered Naples and 
Sicily from the dominions of the Houfe of 
Auftria, in fo vmequal a conteft : though, 
in order that the meafure of incapacity and 
mifcondu(5): Ihould be complete, we even 
permitted Louis the Fifteenth, by incor- 
porating the Dutchy of Lorrain with hife 
hereditary pofleffions, tp cement and per- 
fed: the French grcatnefs ; yet thefe 
mighty and numerous conceffions did not 
conciliate afFedlion, or procure refpedt* 
Verfed in tlfe arts of Parliamentary addrefsj 
and the fcience of domeftic venality, but 
confcious of his incapacity to conduft the 
veffel, through the ftorm which impended $ 
Walpolc, when he had exhaufled every 
endeavour, to detain his Sovereign and his 
country in difgraccful neutrality, reludl* 
antly religned the reins of power, which 
he had held too long for the honour of his 
matter, or for the glory and advantage of 
England. 

Pelham» 
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Pelham, after a fliort interval fucceeded. 
His Adminiftration, though neither for- 
tunate and fuccefsfuj in war, nor fecure 
and undifturbed in peace, yet was ren- 
dered refpedlable, by the luftre of his pri- 
vate and perfonal virtues. The inglorious 
campaigns of Fontenoy, and of La Feldt: 
the defeats of the alliediarmy in Flanders, 
followed by the capture of Bergen-op- 
Zoom, and the fiege of Maeftricht : the 
peace of Aix-la-Chapelle, humiliating 
and injurious to Great Britain : the ra- 
vages, or hoftilities, continued to be exer- 
cifed by France, againft our colonies in 
America and the Eaft Indies, even fubfe- 
quent to that treaty : thefe fubjedts of ge- 
neral complaint and diflatisfadiion, which 
clouded the Miniftry of Pelham, confoled 
the nation for his lofs, when removed by 
death in 1 754, from the* fuperintendance 
of public afl&irs. 

The Ihort remainder of the reign of 
George the Second^ was equally calamitous 
and difgraceful, 'till that memorable and 
brilliant, but tranfitory aera, preceding 
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its final termination, when the geniu^ bf* 
Pitt renewed the glories and fucceffes, fo 
long forgotten. Thelofs of Minorca, and 
the ignominious convention of Clofter- 
feven, were erafed by the fucceffive con- 
quefts of Martinico, Canada, Plafley, Bel- 
Icifle, and the Havahna. But, the demife 
of the Sovereign, in 1760, and the trans- 
fer of minifterial authority which fuc- 
ceeded, prevented the beneficial confe- 
quences, naturally to have been expedled 
from this chain of victories. A peace, 
which never can be fufficiently reprobated, 
and in which the ignorance of th^ interefts 
of the nation, was only exceeded by the 
dei'elidion of the honor of the Crown, k^ 
ftored to the two branches of the Houfc 
of Bourbon, thofe provinces andpoffeffions, 
of which they had been deprived by the 
Earl of Chatl^am. 

I (hall not enumerate the fleeting phan- 
toms of Adminiftration, which annually 
appeared and vaniftied; nor attempt to 
defcribe that period, which elapfed from the 
refignalion of Lord Bute, to the year 1770, 
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when the reins of power were delegated 
to Lord North. There are certainly few 
events, included within that portion of 
time, which can induce us to lament that 
it was not of longer duration. With ftill 
greater reafon, I wifti to draw a veil acrofs 
the feries of errors, incapacity, and mif- 
condud:, which preceded and produced 
that fatal war, terminated by the emanci- 
pation of America, and which ftill blazed 
in every quarter of the globe, at the aera 
when thefe memoirs commence. 

from the elevation on which we are 
placed, it affords a fort of melancholy 
pleafure, to look down upon the anarchy 
and, calamity, which endear the prefent 
Government, by a comparifon with that 
ftate from which we have efcaped. The 
adtual fituation of this country, realizes 
the wartneft wifh of a Minifter, or a So- 
vereign, to whom the profperity and glory 
of England are fupremely dear. That ob- 
jedl, which William vainly fought to at- 
tain- j which Godolphin and Marlborough 
allowed to efcapc i and which the Earl of 
Chatham was not permitted to accomplifh;. 
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has been referred for the prefent age to 
behold. The monarchies of France and 
Spain have been fucceffively humbled and 
rcftrained, without the neceflity of having 
recourfe to the fword. Great Britain, at 
the concludon of 1790, is become by ge- 
neral confent, the acknowledged Arbi- 
trefs of Europe ; and to her poffeffion 
of external confideration and refpedt, 
unites every internal fource of wealth and 
felicity. 

From the furvey of fo auguil and ani-r 
mating a fcene, it is natural to turn our eyes 
towards the pidlure exhibited by France, 
at the prefent moment. The convul- 
iions which have agitated that diHrraded 
country (ince the month of October 1 789^ 
though fometimes apparently fufpended or 
extinguifhed, yet may poffibly revive with 
augmented violence. The laft fourteen 
months feem to have been alternately dif- 
tinguifhed, by atfts of feftivity and of 
flaughter ; by the pageant of a Foederation, 
in the *• Champ de Mars" at Paris, where 
the national freedom was folemnly recog- 
nized, by a captive and degraded Sove- 
reign ; 
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reign ; and by the memorable carnage of 
Nancy, which {o quickly followed. It is 
perhaps impoffible for the wifefl ftatefnoan^ 
to predi(5t the eveiitual con&quence of thefe 
conflidliog caufes; or to hazard a decided 
opinion on the final refult, as yet con- 
cealed in futurity, and obfcured by fa 
many contradi(ftory appearances. The 
dtpreflion and humiliation of the clergy ; 
the fale of the ecclefiaftical property ; the 
annihilation of the orders of nobility, 
which were almoil coeval with the times of 
Clovis and of Phaiamond ; the abolition of 
the peerage ; the retiewal of the dangerous 
experiments of Law ; and the creation o£ 
a paper currency, nearly as deftitute of 
folid fupport, as was the fyftem of that 
celebrated minifter. Thefe extraordinary 
operations, or meafurcs of government, in 
a great degree without precedent in the 
hiftory of modem European nations, have 
not yet fiifficiently unfolded and developed 
their full ejffeft, to enable the philofbpher 
and the hiftorian to confer on them his 
oenfure, or his admiration. 

It 
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It has not evea hitherto been afcertained 
or exemplified, fince the extin^^ion of the 
Roman freedom by Marius and Sylla, that 
a people whofe numbers exceed twenty 
millions, are capable of being permanently 
governed under a free conftitution. Nor 
has mankind yet feen any inftance of a ca- 
pital, and a country, habituated for ages 
to defpotiiihy funk in pleafures, loft to pub<« 
lie principle, deftitute even of the forms of 
external refpe(5t for the national religion » 
and only intoxicated with the fpeculations 
of a diftempered and vifionary philpfophy, 
which ever afpired or attained to ^ weU-r 
regulated and wifely- cemented Liberty. 

It was not in fuch a Hate of morals or 
of fociety, that the Athenians broke the 
fetters of arbitrary power, wheix roufed by 
Harmodius and Ariftogiton. The eldet 
Brutus bore no fimilarity either to Mira^ 
beau, or to La Fayette. Rom? vainly 
aflaffinated her Didator, when public vir-i 
tue was no longer to be found in the fe, 
nate, or among the people. The Moun-i 
taineers of Switzerland, who threw ofT, 
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the yoke of the Houfe of Auftria; and 
the opprefled peafants of the Low Coun- 
tries, who revolted from the tyranny of 
Philip the Second, were poor, hardy, and 
martial. The Englifh Parliament, which 
oppofed, and ultimately vanquifhed Charles. 
the Firfl", called upon a nation, which how- 
ever inflamed by fanatifm, was unfubdued 
by luxury, and uncorrupted by venality. 
Times of effeminacy andlrefinement, have 
.not hitherto been found to produce a plant, 
of fo hardy and vigorous a nature, as 
Freedom ; and if we are deftined to fee 
in the hiftory of France, an example of 
this extraordinary contradidlion to the 
refult of all experience, it will be a 
ftriking leflbn of the infufficiency and 
fallibility, of human wifdom or obferva- 
tion. 

The time which has el&pfed fince the 
Revolution of July, 1789, has not been fuf- 
ficient, to afcertain all its confequences , or 
to ripen and mature the many caufes, which 
may ftill fhake the freedom of France, 
before it attains to folidity. The yielding 
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iukl paflivc condud of the King, which 
has fo powerful^ operated to produce 
fuhmiilion^ in the two orders of the no- 
bility and <:lergy, may be overborne by- 
events, or may be afieded by the advicb 
and counfels of thole who approach his 
perfon. The natural levity , and chara<fterifi. 
tic inconilancy of the nation, may conduce 
to make them weary of a poffeflion, which 
however ineftimabie in its nature, is 
neither to be attained, nor prdferved^ 
without unremitting vigilance and ex- 
ertion. The ceffiition or ruin of many 
branches of trade, rteceflarily refuhing 
from the late convulfions: thcfeverity ofthe 
taxes, which a free Government is com- 
pelled to dxad:, in common with the moj8: 
defpotic Monarch t the lottg habits of un- 
conditional fubmiffion, fo forcible in their 
operation upo?i the mind and character : 
All thefe principles may ferment, and ul- 
timately burft into aftion. 

To the internal fources of change and com- 
motion, external ones may unite. Of the 
feven fugitive Princesof the Blood, whopre^ 
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cipitatcly abandoned their country, at the 
commdHCement of the national troubles, 
cfnly otit, the Prince of Conti, hats yet ven*- 
tiii'ed to rcvifit Paris, or fdbmitted to take 
the Civic Oath, irtipofed by the new con- 
ititutioh. The malcontents, affenibled at 
Turin, ot at Vtnice, round the perfon of 
the Count d'Ar<ois, aided by the capacity 
aYtd refotrrces of Calonfie, and ready to be 
led on by Maillfebois, menace the duration! 
of the National Affembly. Even though 
thefe fiforrtis were diffipat6d, yet the Courts 
of Vienna anid Madrid carinot be fuppofe J 
to look t^ith pleiafti're', or approbation, on 
thfe faflen corfdltioii of Lbui's the Six- 
traitA; ind wodd, probably, aid with 
rtiotd that! wiifieS, any eflfediual ftruggleS 
which rtifght b'6 mude', for the refforation 
of hfs anrfeAt |)rer6gatiVes. "thcfi reflec- 
tions and (ionfider'atioAs may infpire fome 
rtafonable doiibt, fefpedtirig the fihal iflu^ 
of the fubverfion of the Ro^al Power, and 
this' pefmanericy of z! fke conftirution irt 
France. 

Whatever riiay be rtie refult, ahd though 
libetty Uiould eVeti ultimately triumph^ 
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its attainment has been accomparfled with^ 
atleaft, a temporary diminution, approach- 
ing to total fufpenfion, of the political 
flrength, importance, and confideration of 
the kingdom, as a European ftate. The 
energy and activity of the Crown have 
been withdrawn; and a fpirit of licen- 
tioufnefs, the moft fatal to every national 
and public effort, has prevailed through- 
out all the naval and military departments. 
The French colonies in the Weil Indies, 
are engaged in civil war, or become a 
prey to infurreftion and anarchy. The 
frontiers, towards Germany, Savoy, and 
Spain, are either expofed to infult and in- 
vafion; or protedled by troops, upon 
whofe fteady attachment and fidelity, after 
the late defection from their Prince, no 
fecure reliance can be placed. That 
powerful monardiy, which for near a 
century and a half has infpired terror, 
and whofe reftlefs ambition has been fo 
dangerous to every furrounding country: 
which has twice, during that time, nearly 
fubjedted Holland; which placed Philip 
the Fifth on the Spanifli throne in 1700, , 
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and raifed an Eleftor of Bavaria to the 
Imperial dignity, at a ftill more recent 
period : that power, occupied in endlefs 
metaphyfical difquifitions upon the rights 
of men. or employed in defperate pro- 
jed:s of revenue and finance, appears not 
only^to be incapable of invading the re- 
pofe of her neighbours, but even of pro- 
viding for her own internal fafety and 
tranquillity. 

Such is the ftriking contraft, which the 
two monarchies of France and England 
actually prefent. The one, ftruggling 
through difficulties, to complete a fyftem 
of liberty ; and attempting to renovate 
her difordered finances, plunged into al- 
moft irremediable confufion. The other, 
enjoying all the advantages of eftablifhed 
order ; conducted by a Government, equally 
vigorous and popular; meeting every pe- 
cuniary embarraflment or impofition, with 
new and uriexarhpled refources; ftrength- 
ening her credit, and extending her com- 
merce, while fhe covers the ocean with 
her navy, and spreads the glory of her 
name over every quarter of the earth, 
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I am arrived at that period , ivheri? 
the prefent wprk mpft neceifarily ter- 
minate. I am copfciQus th^( it is oply 
^n oi)tlinic ; but the eyents of which I have 
treated, are qot fufficiently removed , to 
admi( of minute enquiry, ^f profound 
inyeftigation. Yet, this irpperfpca jpro-? 
dudion may perl^aps ferve tq }igl|t the 
ileps of fofnp future Hume qr Gibbpn. 
to whom genius (hall delegate, the fyblime 
taflc, of recording an(l perpetuating the 
Englifli annals. My objedt li^s been 
only to commemorate th^ fa^s ap4 ^h^-* 
ra<5l:ers, ^yhich \xz\q m^de the deepeft imr 
preffion on my mempry and ufi^erftan^r 
ing, while a fpeift^tpr of their fuU ?fFe(St j 
^nd to ftamp them with ^the genuine fea^ 
timpnt which they excited, of ajpprobar 
tioii or of cenfur^. '^ IStatui i^s geftas 
•^ PopuJi Romani," f{^ys Sallufl, *^ carp- 
*^ tim, m quapque m^moria digns^ vide- 
*« bantqr, prefcriber^j eo magis., quod 
^* mihiaSpe, Metu, partibus Reipublic», 
*• animus liber erat." 

Whether I may be efteemed altogether 
exempt from the emotiona, difclaimcd by 
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the Roman writer, I muft kavc to thofe 
Ufho fhaii perufe this work, to determine. 
It is di^cult to divefl: ourf^lves of the pre#- 
diledtions, which almoft Mceflarily arife 
in our minds, when engaged in the recital 
or defcription of fcenes, adled in ages and 
countries the moft remote. It would 
rather imply a degree of apathy and 
defedt of feeling, than any fuperiority to 
common and vulgar prejudices, if I could 
furvey with the fame tranquillity, the 
calamities, which only a few years lince, 
threatened the deftruftion of England, and 
the prefent elevated ftate of fecurity which 
we enjoy : or if in relating them, I IhouM 
allow no portion of enthufiafm to mix 
with the veneration, always due to hiftoric 
truth. Gratitude is naturally excited in 
every generous breaft, by private bene- 
fits : but the Sovereign , or the Minifter, 
who are the benefadtors of nations, kindle, 
even in the hiftdrian who tranfmits to 
future times the events of their govern- 
ment, a venial partiality ; nor can the 
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reign of 'ffajan and Aurelius, be written 
with ttie fame indifference, as we feel in 
defcribing the gluttony of Vitellius, or the 
Climes of Caracalla. 
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